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High 64 | Low 49  

Mostly cloudy, 
showers around
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The governor’s in-box
Tony Evers received more than 

6,000 emails from state  

residents in just 27 hours 

after his move to extend  

safer-at-home hours into  

late May. Page 2A

Dentistry  

gets virtual
An app now allows 

virtual visits to an 

orthodontist amid 

safer-at-home 

requirements. Page 3A

A Speth triple play
Though the coronavirus  

pandemic has wreaked havoc  

on the softball seasons of 

sisters Jenna (at left), Jaida and 

Jasmin Speth, they could end  

up playing together. Page 1B
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By Michael Tackett  

and Josh Boak

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The New Deal was 

really a series of new deals, 
spread out over more than 
six years during the Great 
Depression—a menu of 
nationally scaled projects 
that were one part make-
work and many parts last-
ing impact. They delivered 
a broad-shouldered expres-
sion of presidential author-
ity whose overall benefits 
were both economic and 
psychological.

Not all of them worked. 
Some failed badly. But it 
was a try-anything moment 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt at 
a time of national despair. 
And it remade the role of 
the federal government in 
American life.

Men were hired to plant 
trees in Oklahoma after 
the Dust Bowl and to build 
roads, bridges and schools. 
Writers and artists were 
dispatched to chronicle 
the hardship, employing 
authors such as Saul Bellow 
and Ralph Ellison. In most 
every state, you can still see 
murals or read local histo-
ries or walk into enduring 
projects such as LaGuardia 
Airport and Dealey Plaza in 

Dallas.

These programs were 

designed to provide get-by 

wages in exchange for work. 

But others were crafted 

to remake society. Social 

Security was instituted to 

save the elderly from pov-

erty, federal insurance on 

banks to renew trust in 

the financial system, mini-

mum wage and labor rights 

to redistribute the balance 

of power between employer 

and employee.

Now, nearly 90 years 

later, the United States 

is fighting a disease that 

presents the country with 

wrenching life-and-death 

challenges. Yet at the same 

time, it has served up some-

thing else, as well: a rare 

opportunity to galvanize 

Americans for change.

And as the U.S. confronts 

its most profound financial 

crisis since the Depression, 

brought on by the most 

deadly pandemic in a cen-

tury, there are early sound-

ings of a larger question: 

What would a “new” New 

Deal look like?

For the historian Doris 

Kearns Goodwin, whose 

latest book is “Leadership 

in Turbulent Times,” the 

very act of discussing such 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Edwin Galuk woke 

up March 26 with a sore 

throat, a cough, body aches 

and a fever.

A week later, he owed 

the Mercyhealth system 

$1,789.

Galuk, a 35-year-old 

Janesville man, said he 

was shocked that the bill 

for his COVID-19 test was 

so expensive and was given 

to him within a week of 

being tested.

Barb Bortner, vice pres-

ident at Mercyhealth, said 

it is standard for people to 

receive bills just days after 

seeking treatment.

The Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief and Economic 

Security Act—known 

as CARES—requires 

insurance companies to 

cover COVID-19 test costs.

But Galuk is among the 

7% of Rock County res-

idents who do not have 

health insurance, accord-
ing to the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation’s 
county health rankings.

The Families First Coro-
navirus Response Act has 
designated $1 billion to 
reimburse health care 
providers nationwide for 
COVID-19 tests given to 
uninsured people.

Providers can request 
claims for reimburse-
ment for tests going back 
to Feb. 4. The program 
does not guarantee reim-
bursement, as there are 
set funds and a number 
of requirements provid-
ers must meet, according 
to the Health Resources 

Janesville man confused, shocked by $1,789 bill for COVID-19 test

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Edwin Galuk of Janesville recently received a bill much larger 
than he expected after getting tested for COVID-19.

Out of pandemic, 
what could a new 

New Deal look like?

Associated Press photos
President Franklin D. Roosevelt delivers his first radio ‘fireside 
chat’ in Washington in 1933. The New Deal was a try-anything 
moment during the Great Depression that remade the role of 
the federal government in American life.

Works Progress Administration workers make copper uten-
sils for Pima County Hospital in Texas in a 1937 photo.

Virus offers opportunity for change

Turn to NEW DEAL on Page 7A

Left with ‘a bad taste’

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The photos look terri-

ble.
The newspaper and 

television images of farm-
ers dumping milk, pouring 
away their livelihood. Con-
sumers feel for those farm-
ers but struggle with what 
they see as food going to 
waste.

It’s an old tale with a 
pandemic twist: The dis-
connect between agricul-
ture and the general pub-
lic means that consumers 
are less likely to under-
stand the difficult choices 
facing dairy farmers.

Here’s the part of the 
story that’s easy to under-
stand: With restaurants 
and schools closed, the 
processing plants that put 
milk into tiny cartons for 
schools or create pizza 
cheese just don’t need that 
much milk anymore.

“It’s changed how con-
sumers are shopping for 
dairy products,” said Sandy 
Larson, business manager 
for Larson Acres, a 2,800-
cow dairy in the town of 
Magnolia. “The way they 
package for schools and 
restaurants is not how they 
package for grocery stores. 
That’s not something that’s 
easily changed or adapted 
to.”

Consumers might 
be buying more milk at 
the store, but process-
ing plants, just like man-
ufacturing plants, can’t 

immediately reconfig-

ure their assembly lines 

from one dairy product to 

another.

Price history
Dairy farming was in 

the news even before the 

pandemic hit. For much 

of 2018 and for the first 

quarter of 2019, milk lan-

guished below $15 per hun-

dred weight, or 100 pounds 

of milk. There are about 8.6 

pounds of milk in a gallon, 

according the USDA.

That $15 represents the 

Class III or base price. Then 

farmers get premiums for 

high butterfat content and 

other quality measures.

The cost of production 

varies from farm to farm, 
but it averages about $17 
per hundred weight. For 
much of 2018 and the first 
quarter of 2019, milk prices 
languished below the $15 
mark, dropping as low as 

$13.42. But about a year 

ago, prices began to go up. 

In December, they reached 

$20.18 and then started to 

drop. When the pandemic 

Farmers struggle with prices, production cuts and milk dumping

Dairy’s dilemma

Turn to BILL on Page 8A

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Steve Case and his wife, Liz, have been milking cows near Footville for the past 48 
years. They have been joined by their son, Craig, and their grandson, Tyler.
Below: Tyler Gilbertson feeds calves Saturday at Steve Case’s dairy farm in Footville.
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