Shootings leave
many Latinos worried
The shooting of dozens of people
in El Paso, Texas, last week has left
many Latinos around the country
worried that they are targets.
Page 7B

Evansville Jays win
A 5-2 win over Albion in
Home Talent League playoff
semifinal Sunday moved
Evansville to the sectional
title game Sunday against
Stoughton. Page 1B
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Flood protection
becomes priority
amid high costs
Ravages of nature forcing government
to invest in improved infrastructure
By David A. Lieb
Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, MO.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Paul and Tom Murphy, the new owners of the former funeral home property at 15 N. Jackson St., plan to reconfigure the
parking lot and reserve about 10 spots for tenants of upstairs apartments along West Milwaukee Street. The city owns the
portion from the center to the wall with the butterfly mural.

The parking problem
Some West Milwaukee Street building owners renew focus on parking
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com

Along West Milwaukee Street, property
redevelopment and ongoing street
projects have gobbled up dozens, if not
JANESVILLE
When Paul and Tom Murphy hundreds, of public and private parking
rework the parking lot at a downtown property they just bought, the spots both on street and off the street.
two brothers figure they’ll generate
another dozen or so parking spots
along West Milwaukee Street.
The Janesville men closed on a
former funeral home property at 15
N. Jackson St. last week. One of the
property’s amenities—in fact, the
first amenity the Murphys plan to
upgrade and use—is the parking lot
at the northwest corner of West Milwaukee and North Jackson streets.
The Murphys want to reconfigure
the lot and reserve about 10 spots for
tenants of upstairs apartments along
West Milwaukee Street.
Some of those apartment dwellers
now park on West Milwaukee Street
all day or overnight, filling the few
parking spots left in front of retail
stores.
“That will help move apartment
tenants away from the storefront

retailers on the street, so they won’t
take away from those storefront
parking spots anymore. And come
wintertime, they won’t have to be
moving around for snow removal on
the streets,” Paul Murphy said.
Presto?
Well, it’s as close to presto as
you might get along West Milwaukee Street, where property redevelopment and ongoing street projects
have gobbled up dozens, if not hundreds, of public and private parking
spots both on street and off the street.
Murphy said he’ll start by reserving a few stalls at 15 N. Jackson St.
for his apartment tenants who live in
units above an active retail storefront
he owns in the 200 block of West Milwaukee Street.

Eventually, Murphy will lease out
a half-dozen or so additional spots
in the same lot to other apartment
dwellers on the street.
The city owns an adjacent portion of the North Jackson Street lot.
The boundary between the city’s portion and what is now Murphy’s is in
the center of the lot, and for years
that divide has remained empty and
unused.
Murphy said he believes that section could fit at least 15 to 20 more
parking spots if he and the city work
together to “reconfigure” the space.
Emily Arthur, director of the city’s
downtown Business Improvement
District, is part of an ad hoc parking
committee, a group of mostly retail
business operators that advises the
city on possible parking solutions.
Murphy does not sit on the parking committee, but Arthur said members are buzzing about the prospect
of using that lot as a pressure-release
valve for parking congestion on West
Milwaukee Street.
Call it the butterfly effect of West
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After devastating flooding this year, Iowa put $15
million into a special fund
to help local governments
recover and guard against
future floods. Missouri
allotted more money to
fight rising waters, including $2 million to help buy
a moveable floodwall for a
historic Mississippi River
town that’s faced flooding
in all but one of the past 20
years.
In Arkansas, Gov. Asa
Hutchinson announced
$10 million to repair damaged levees while creating
a task force to study a system that in some places has
fallen into disrepair though
years of neglect.
The states’ efforts may
turn out to be only down
payments on what is shaping up as a long-term battle against floods, which are
forecast to become more
frequent and destructive
as global temperatures rise.
“What is going on in the
country right now is that
we are having basically an
awakening to the necessity
and importance of waterway infrastructure,” said
Arkansas state Sen. Jason
Rapert, a Republican
who has been pushing to
improve the state’s levees.
The movement is motivated not just by this year’s
major floods in the Midwest, but by more than a
decade of repeated flooding
from intense storms such as
Hurricane Harvey, which
dumped 60 inches of rain on
southeastern Texas in 2017.
In November, Texas voters

will decide whether to create a constitutionally dedicated fund for flood-control
projects, jump-started with
$793 million from state savings.
For years, states have
relied heavily on the Federal Emergency Management Agency to pay the
bulk of recovery efforts for
damaged public infrastructure. While that remains
the case, more states have
been debating ways to supplement federal dollars
with their own money dedicated not just to rebuilding but also to avoiding
future flood damage. Those
efforts may include relocating homes, elevating roads
and bridges, strengthening
levees and creating natural
wetlands that could divert
floodwaters from the places
where people live and work.
“There are states who
are realizing that they have
an obligation to step up
here, that flooding is really
a state and local problem,
and the federal taxpayer is
not going to totally bail us
out. We need to be thinking ahead and helping ourselves,” said Larry Larson, a
former director and senior
policy adviser for the Association of State Floodplain
Managers.
Although
President Donald Trump has
expressed doubt about climate change, even calling it
a hoax, a National Climate
Assessment released last
year by the White House
warned that natural disasters in the U.S. are worsening because of global
warming. The report cited a
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Elkhorn Flea Market thrives with modest requirement: It’s gotta be old
By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com
ELKHORN

Before there was Potato Head, there was
Mr. Potato Head, Mr. Cucumber Head and Mr.
Carrot Head.
I know this because all three of them are sitting on my desk, along with Mr. Green Pepper
Head and a Parker Pen store display.
The appearance of plastic vegetables with
interchangeable parts is an unmistakable
sign: Someone has been to the Elkhorn Flea
Market. Held four times a year at the Walworth County Fairgrounds, the event has been
around for almost four decades. Vendors and

buyers come from all over to shop and sell,
with the majority of them coming from Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota.
Locals who know about the event might
be inclined to keep it under their hat—or, in
Mr. Cucumber’s case, his bowler. One woman,
who declined to be named, acted as though it
was a state secret. She doesn’t tell her family
members about it because she wants to “get
at the good stuff first.” With more than 500
booths, it’s difficult to imagine how a couple
more sisters could make a dent in the shopping experience.
Nona Knapp helped start the flea market in

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Edith Pauline Bunton
•Kimberly B. Even
•Rev. Richard B. Lewis
•Garrett S. Melahn

A shopper looks over
an extensive collection of Pyrex and
CorningWare bowls
at the Elkhorn Flea
Market on Sunday.
The market is held
four times a year
and has thrived by
insisting the vendors
bring in vintage and
antique goods.
Catherine W. Idzerda/
cidzerda@gazettextra.com
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 64
Rain, some heavy,
and a t-storm
More on 7A
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