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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Barbara J. Fillbach
•Edward S. Freiwald
•Thomas “TJ” Hilst-Poland
•Todd William Rasmussen

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 51 | Low 34  

Clouds giving  
way to sun

More on 7A

Century celebration
The American Legion turns 

100 this month, and Post 440 

in Clinton has an open house 

planned to celebrate. Page 3A

By Martin Crutsinger

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

The Federal Reserve left its 

key interest rate unchanged 

Wednesday and projected no 

rate hikes this year, reflecting a 

dimmer view of the economy as 

growth weakens in the United 

States and abroad.

The Fed said it was keeping 

its benchmark rate—which can 

influence everything from mort-

gages to credit cards to home 

equity lines of credit—in a range 

of 2.25 percent to 2.5 percent. 

Combined, the moves sig-

nal no major increases in bor-

rowing rates for consumers and 

businesses. And together with 

the Fed’s dimmer forecast for 

growth this year—2.1 percent, 

down from a previous projection 

of 2.3 percent—the statement 

it issued after its latest policy 

meeting suggests it has grown 

more concerned about the econ-

omy. What’s more, with inflation 

remaining mild, the Fed feels no 

pressure to tighten credit.

In signaling no rate increases 

for 2019, the Fed’s policymakers 

reduced their forecast from two 

that were previously predicted in 

Federal Reserve chairman says no interest rate hikes in forecast for 2019
Federal 
Reserve  
Chair Jerome  
Powell listens 
to a report-
er’s question 
during a news 
conference in 
Washington 
on Wednes-
day.

Associated 
Press

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Heralded by a bagpipe proces-

sional, Janesville Fire Chief Ernest 

Rhodes was officially sworn into 

his new position Wednesday at City 

Hall.

The ceremony brought a close to a 

months-long search to find a succes-

sor to Randy Banker, who in Septem-

ber announced his retirement and 

in January left the department. The 

police and fire commission selected 

Rhodes on Feb. 20 from a group of 

four finalists.

Rhodes’ first day was Monday. 

He will earn an annual salary of 

$115,000, plus other benefits.

Rhodes comes to Janesville from 

Missouri, where he spent time as a 

fire chief outside St. Louis. He most 

recently served as the director of 

the state’s emergency management 

agency and also has experience on 

several other Federal Emergency 

Management Agency teams.

Fire department personnel and 

other city officials filled the coun-

cil chambers for Wednesday’s cere-

mony, which began with bagpipes 

from the department’s honor guard.

City Manager Mark Freitag said 

Rhodes was the “right person at the 

right time with the right skill set” to 

lead the department. The city will 
hold him to a high standard, Fre-
itag said.

After department chaplain Bruce 
Gray pinned the badge on Rhodes, 
the new chief gave brief remarks list-
ing some of his career’s most mem-
orable moments. When he first 
walked into a fire station as a teen-
ager, he came home “jazzed” and 

New chief in charge
Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Ernest Rhodes, right, is sworn in as Janesville’s fire chief by Clerk-Treasurer Dave Godek at City Hall on Wednesday.

Fire department chaplain Bruce Gray gives the invocation before Ernest Rhodes 
is sworn in as Janesville’s fire chief Wednesday.

Reserve responding  
to slowing economy

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Milton School District 

officials have heard rumors 
in the community about the 
upcoming referendum, and 
staff wants to debunk them.

The district hosted a lis-
tening session Wednesday 
night where people could 
play an interactive game to 
learn the truth behind com-
mon rumors.

In less than two weeks, 
voters will decide whether 
to allow the district to bor-
row $59.9 million for addi-
tions and renovations to 
nearly every school; addi-
tions to the high school’s 
technical education areas, 
STEM classrooms and gym-
nasium; a new high school 
pool; and district mainte-
nance.

If passed, the referen-
dum will cost district tax-
payers $164 per year—
$13.67 per month—per 
$100,000 of property value, 
raising the tax rate by $1.64.

The district and school 
board tried a new approach 
with their third referen-
dum since 2016, taking 
a new high school out of 
the proposal and instead 
planning for heavy renova-
tion and/or new construc-
tion at every school except 
Northside Intermediate 
School.

Some people have 
shown support for the 
new approach. Others 
say they cannot trust dis-
trict administration after a 
report released Monday on 
the handling of stipends to 
three district employees.

Jerry Schuetz, direc-
tor of administrative oper-
ations, told The Gazette 
on Wednesday night he is 
sorry if people feel they can-
not trust the administra-
tion. He said he and oth-
ers in the district want to 
do what they can to regain 

the community’s trust.
The April 2 election is 

an opportunity to invest in 
the school district, and it is 
“unfortunate” the investi-
gation has distracted from 
that, Schuetz said.

He said he hopes people 
can focus on the students 
and the betterment of the 
community when they vote.

Schuetz was one of the 
district staff members who 
received a stipend. Attor-
ney Lori Lubinksy found 
he did nothing wrong in 
her report.

About 75 people, many 
of whom were district staff 
members, gathered in the 
Milton Middle School caf-
eteria to play a game on 
the app Kahoot, which 
allows audience members 
to answer questions from 
their seats.

Here are some state-
ments the audience had to 
deem true or false:

Milton High School will 
get a 50-meter Olympic-size 
pool: False.

If the referendum passes, 

Rhodes sworn  
in to lead Janesville  

Fire Department

Turn to CHIEF on Page 7A

Turn to RATES on Page 7A

True or false?
Milton school officials  

dispel referendum rumors
The district and school board 

tried a new approach with 

their third referendum since 

2016, taking a new high 

school out of the proposal 

and instead planning for 

heavy renovation and/or new 

construction at every  

school except Northside 

Intermediate School. Some 

people have shown support 

for the new approach. Others 

say they cannot trust district  

administration after a report 

released Monday on the  

handling of stipends to three 

district employees.

Turn to MILTON on Page 6A
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Food & Drink

Four Dishes: Tacos might be its  

calling card, but truk’t in Beloit 

offers a whole lot more. Page 6C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Melissa Schnepper, left, Stephanie Aegerter, center, and Alexia Hollis, right, are the main cast members of Stage One’s 

production of the Edward Albee play “Three Tall Women.”

Three Tall Women
Stage One brings Edward Albee’s Pulitzer Prize winner to JPAC stage

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

L
OS ANGELES—What could a 16-year-old 

possibly seek redemption for?

For Skylar Stecker, there’s a lot.

Stecker, an L.A.-based, up-and-coming 

singer, just released her second album soon after 

leaving her record label and former team, she 

said.

Schure Media Group photo

Skylar Stecker, a pop singer with Rock County roots, 

will perform her latest album, ‘Redemption,’ during a 

March 30 concert at the Majestic Theatre in Madison.

Skylar’s road 

to ‘Redemption’
Pop singer with Rock County roots 

has new album, Madison concert

Concert close to home
Pop artist Skylar Stecker, who 

has Rock County roots, will 

perform in Madison on March 30. 

kicks, inside

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=ff7a2380-fb7a-547c-aa16-c2f0cc8ed740
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ff7a2380-fb7a-547c-aa16-c2f0cc8ed740
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ff7a2380-fb7a-547c-aa16-c2f0cc8ed740
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=ff7a2380-fb7a-547c-aa16-c2f0cc8ed740
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6C&uuid=ff7a2380-fb7a-547c-aa16-c2f0cc8ed740

