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Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 2A-3A, 8A

Light show dismantling begins
Rotary Botanical Gardens’ annual Holiday 

Light Show wrapped up its public season on New 
Year’s Eve, but it still has a handful of private 
tours scheduled through Jan. 15. Once those fin-
ish, grounds horticulturalist Larry Holterman 
begins the unenviable job of removing 425,000 
lights and other decorations. He gets help from 
volunteers and part-time staff, but Holterman 
is the star of decoration takedown. Holterman 
hopes to be done by mid-March, he said.

SPORTS • 1B-7B

Philbin returning to Packers
Green Bay Packers coach Mike McCarthy saw 

a chance to bring back one of his most trusted 
assistants during his 12-year tenure and didn’t 
hesitate to create a spot for him on his staff. Joe 
Philbin, who served as McCarthy’s offensive line 
coach and offensive coordinator during his six-
year stint with the Packers, has agreed to return 
to the Packers in a yet-to-be-defined offensive 
role, a source confirmed Saturday.

NATION/WORLD • 8B-9B

Is appliance a key to climate?
More than any other household good, the air 

conditioner symbolizes the soaring aspirations 
of India—one of the world’s fastest-growing ma-
jor economies. Although only 5 percent of Indi-
ans own the appliances today, they are buying 
millions more every year, driving a worldwide 
boom that, according to one estimate, will near-
ly triple the global stock of air conditioners to 
2.5 billion by 2050.

Jerry Van Dyke dies at age 86
Jerry Van Dyke, the younger brother of Dick 

Van Dyke who struggled for decades to achieve 
his own stardom before clicking as the dim-wit-
ted sidekick in television’s “Coach,” died Friday 
in Hot Spring County, Arkansas, according to 
his manager. He was 86.

Home & Money: Smart homes aren’t just for technology geeks anymore • 1D

WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
28°/25°

p.m. snow; 
icy mix overnight

MONDAY
36°/13°

More clouds 
than sun Sunday, January 7, 2018 • Our 172nd year • $2.50

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Joan C. Dongarra/Janesville
•Cecilia S. Ekwall/Janesville
•Bonnie K. Krause/Delavan
•JoAnn I. Schmitz/Janesville
•Rev. William J. Uffenbeck/Clinton

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Patricia L. Bogart/Walworth
•Rita Mae Gruetzmacher/Janesville
•Ronald James Lundberg/Janesville
•Todd “Keenan” McAlees/Delavan
•Mary Emilie Phillips/Orfordville
•Penni Louise Selck/Janesville

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Jontae Pegeese was 18 when he 

and three others pushed their way 
into a Janesville home.

The masked men pointed pis-
tols and ordered family members 
out of their beds. They demanded 
money.

The maximum penalty for 
armed robbery is 40 years. Anoth-
er of the home invaders got 21½ 
years in prison.

Pegeese could have spent his 
young adulthood behind bars. 
Instead, Judge James Daley sen-
tenced him to six years in prison 
and 10 years extended supervision.

Subtract 600 days credit for 

time already spent in jail and add 
the possibility of early release if 
he is successful in a prison reha-
bilitation program, and Pegeese 
might still be in his mid 20s when 
released.

Pegeese was the one who 
displayed kindness to the ter-
ror-stricken family members, but 
he also scored points with the judge 

because of his presentence inves-
tigation.

The PSI, as it is called, is an in-
depth report about a defendant 
that judges often order from the 
state probation and parole office.

It’s a piece of the criminal justice 
system that’s little known, in part 
because the law does not allow the 
public to see the reports.

The judge, the attorneys in-
volved in the case and the state 
probation/parole agents who write 
them know what they contain.

The defendant can read the PSI 
but even he can’t receive a copy.

The secrecy is to keep sensitive, 
private information from the pub-
lic.

Secret document plays a crucial role in criminal court

TO LEARN MORE

The state Department of  
Corrections prepared a fiction-
al presentence investigation for  
The Gazette. A link to the 25-
page document can be found at 
gazettextra.com/fakepsi.

By Alan Bjerga

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON
Farmers are looking for a 

sign from President Donald 
Trump that their issues mean 
as much to him as their votes 
do.

Trump is scheduled to 
speak at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s annual 

conference in 
Nashville on 
Monday, the 
first sitting 
president to 
address the 
group in 26 
years. He’ ll 
be getting a 
warm wel-
come, even 
though there 

are policies his administration 
is pursuing that run counter to 
some farm interests.

“It doesn’t get any better 
than to have the president 
recognize the importance of 
farmers and ranchers to the 
rural economy,” said Kalena 
Bruce, a 32-year-old rancher 
from Cedar County, Miaaou-
ri, where Trump beat Hillary 
Clinton by a 5-to-1 margin in 
the 2016 presidential election. 
“Rural America still supports 
President Trump.”

As he approaches his first 
anniversary in office, the 
president is struggling to ful-
fill his campaign promises to 
segments of his voting base, 
including farmers, and his ap-
proval ratings have been stuck 
at historically low levels.

Several of his policy stanc-
es—from threatened with-
drawal from the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, to 
immigration restrictions that 
could choke the flow of mi-
grants to harvest U.S. crops, 
to cutting crop-insurance pay-
ments popular in agriculture—
run contrary to the positions 
represented by Farm Bureau, 
the biggest U.S. farmer orga-
nization.

Still, Trump’s ties to rural 
voters are far from broken de-
spite some strains, said Johna-
than Hladik, policy director for 
the Center for Rural Affairs in 
Lyons, Nebraska. An event 
that brings together individu-
al farmers and representatives 
of major agribusinesses gives 
him a venue to shore up sup-
port.

“A lot of farm interests have 
felt overlooked or ignored in 
the first year of the Trump ad-
ministration,” he said. “Farm 
Bureau is the place where you 
can get the most people in one 

US farmers gave  
Trump their votes. 

Now they want  
a return

The key piece  
of the judicial puzzle

Payback 
time

Trump

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra .com

ORFORDVILLE
Thursday and Friday were the most stressful and 

easiest days of Alyssa Case’s life.
Case explained the paradox of her final few days 

before directing Parkview High School’s first home 
show choir competition.

Crowds of people Saturday descended upon the 
village of only 1,500 for Parkview’s Xtravaganza—and 
once inside the gymnasium-turned-performance-ar-
ea, they made their presence known.

Ten teams from eight schools along with their 
supporters packed into Parkview High School for the 
event that ran almost all day Saturday. 

Per custom, Parkview’s show choir team, Pizazz, 
performed as hosts but were not judged as part of 
the competition.

And Case—a 2011 Parkview graduate, former Pizazz 
member, volunteer and assistant director who ran the 
school’s first show in her first year as director—could 
be seen buzzing around the hallways, radio in ear.

Who forgot the tape?
“We need duct tape,” one Pizazz assistant yelled 

down the hallway.
“Do you have any duct tape anywhere?” she asked. 

“Otherwise, they’re just going to have to do without.”
Show choir participants put pieces of duct tape on 

the bottom of their shoes to get rid of some traction 
while they’re on stage—so they don’t slip and fall.

‘Don’t Stop Believin’’
While the teams were getting ready, the audience 

filed into the dim, nearly full gym.

Many of the seats were occupied by other show 

choir teams. It’s different from other competitions 

in that show choir teams often cheer (quite loudly) 

for other teams.

But how did groups of show choir students fill the 

dead time between shows?

They sang, and they danced—because of course.

Even as an emcee announced a slight delay, stu-

dents filling the bleachers sang along to Rihanna’s 

“Umbrella,” Lady Gaga’s “Poker Face,” and, lastly, with 
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Parkview’s first show choir competition was stressful, yet easy, director says

Xhilarating

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Members of the Milton Choralation show choir belt out a song during the Xtravaganza invitational Saturday at 
Parkview High School in Orfordville.

Alyssa Case, director of Parkview’s show choir teams, 
gives instruction during a pre-performance practice 
Saturday at Parkview High School in Orfordville.
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Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
UW-Whitewater’s David Sachs drives past a UW-Riv-
er Falls defender Saturday at UW-Whitewater in a 
key Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
game. River Falls, ranked third, needed a layup in 
the final seconds to score an 81-80 win over the 
fifth-ranked Warhawks. Brennan Witt led River Falls 
with 30 points and 10 rebounds. Story, Page 1B.

UW-W men fall to River Falls


