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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 40  

Cloudy with a  
couple of showers

More on 7A

Warhawk power
UW-Whitewater baseball team 
appears likely to contend for 
a WIAC title and perhaps an 
NCAA Division III tournament 
championship. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........36 -9 15,909
Deaths ........ 1 -1 169
 Total Change
Hosp. .....24 (May 5) +7 (from April 28)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 21%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

quick kicks
FOOD & DRINK

This little piggy ...

Do your part to celebrate the 

popularity of pork when the city 

of Lake Geneva pres-

ents Bacon Fest 

from 11 a.m. to 

7 p.m. Saturday, 

May 8, at Flat 

Iron Park, 201 

Wrigley Drive.
In addi-

tion to an 
abundance of 

smoked meats, 

the inaugural 

event also will 

feature a variety 

of local food and retail vendors 

and live music from noon to 6:30 

p.m. featuring Gravity of Youth, 

The Amazing Farm Boys, The 

Spectators and students from 

the Lake Geneva House of Music.

Tickets are $5 per per-

son and are available online at 

BaconFestWI.com. For more 

information, visit the website 

or search for “LGBaconFest” on 

Facebook. 

MARKETS

Market value

Spring has returned, and with 

it comes the annual Janesville 

Farmers Market.

Beginning Saturday, May 1, 

the Wisconsin producer-only 

market will take place from 8 

a.m. to 1 p.m. 

each Sat-
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In ‘Living’
Restaurants, delivery apps remain 

at odds over profits as demand for 

remote food service grows. Page 3C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Despite 

being named for the 

te, the the Rodg-

Penny Hazeltine photos

Kahler Thiele, left, and Madison Leeder rehearse a scene from Parker High School’s upcoming production of ‘Oklahoma!’ The show, which will be 

performed May 8-9 and 13-16, will be open to a limited audience, and two shows will be available free via live stream.

IF YOU GO

What: Parker High School 

production of “Oklahoma!”

When: Saturday-Sunday, 

May 8-9, and Thursday-Sun-

day, May 13-16.

Where: Live performances 

will take place in front of lim-

ited audiences at the Parker 

Auditorium, 3125 Mineral Point 

Ave., Janesville. The show also 

will be live streamed for free 

May 13-14.

Back 

to 

the 

stage

Parker students 

set to premiere  

‘Oklahoma!’ on May 8

kicks
A live audience
Parker brings back  
live theater with a 
‘good, fun’ show it last 
presented in 2003, 
‘Oklahoma!’ kicks, 

inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

The city of Edgerton lined its down-

town streets with ash trees in the 1980s. 

The trees provided shade and beauty for 

many years.

Then the emerald ash borer invaded, 

slowly killing the ashes.

The city had to remove and store the 

big trees, a cost many cities face, City 

Administrator Ramona Flanigan noted. 

But Edgerton city government, Edg-

erton High School staff and students, 

and local businesses have turned the 

From ashes to lumber
Edgerton turns waste trees 
into lumber for education

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Local photographer Shelley Schmidt lies down to capture the colorful tulips 
from a lower angle while outside Hedberg Public Library in Janesville on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Flowery photography

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Officials said tourism 

spending in Janesville 
dropped 26% in 2020 as 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
hammered the local hos-
pitality and tourism 
industry.

Despite down spend-
ing on lodging and at local 
tourism stops last year, 
the Janesville Area Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau 
reported retail spend-

ing by vis-
itors was 
a bright 
spot.

And the 
b u r e a u ’s 
d i rec tor, 
Christine 
R e b o u t , 
told The 
G a z e t t e 

that spring and summer 
2021 could see a resur-
gence in tourism spend-
ing as draws such as youth 
sports tournaments make 
a comeback.

Overall tourism spend-
ing in Janesville last year 
totaled $110 million, a 
26% drop compared to 
2019, the convention and 
visitor’s bureau reported 
this week. That’s roughly 
in line with the 28% drop 
in tourism spending Rock 
County as a whole saw last 
year.

But the tourism group 
reported that visitor 
spending on retail slightly 
outpaced statewide aver-
ages. All told, retail spend-
ing for visitors totaled $34 

million, and food and bev-
erage sales were about 
$31 million, the group 
reported.

Rebout said based 
on the flow of new calls 
she has seen this spring 
from small and large bus 
tours, she expects to see a 
rebound, particularly in 
outdoor tourism. Local 
visitor focal points such as 
Janesville’s Rotary Botan-
ical Gardens could see an 
uptick in foot traffic via an 
increase in bus tours com-
ing into the city, Rebout 
said.

The most likely uptick 
in visitor spending will 
come this spring and 
summer as youth sports 
tournaments return. 
Families visiting for sum-
mer youth baseball tour-
neys have been a big score 
in the past for hotels in 

Rebout

Official: Local 
tourism spending 

should improve
COVID-19 drove decline in 2020

Overall tourism spending in 

Janesville last year totaled 

$110 million, a 26% drop 

compared to 2019, the  

convention and visitor’s 

bureau reported this week. 

That’s roughly in line with 

the 28% drop in tourism 

spending Rock County as a 

whole saw last year.

RELATED
• Statewide lull: Every 

county experienced declines in  
tourism  activity last year./2A

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Edgerton High School student Jacob Pridmore paints the interior of a swinging door of the school’s newly built solar kiln. 
Milled wood from local ash trees is stacked in the foreground. The kiln will dry the wood, which was donated by the city of 
Edgerton. Pridmore painted the kiln’s interior black. The exterior color is that of the school’s mascot, the Crimson Tide.

Edgerton High School students Matthew Luchsinger, left, and Derek Smith 
paint boards that will be used in the newly created solar kiln. 

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK

Teams of experts are pro-

jecting COVID-19’s toll on the 

U.S. will fall sharply by the end 

of July, according to research 

released by the government 

Wednesday.

But they also warn that a 

“substantial increase” in hos-

pitalizations and deaths is pos-

sible if unvaccinated people do 

not follow basic precautions 

such as wearing a mask and 

keeping their distance from 

others.

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention paper 

included projections from six 

research groups. Their assign-

ment was to predict the course 

of the U.S. epidemic between 

now and September under dif-

ferent scenarios, depending on 

how the vaccination drive pro-

ceeds and how people behave.

Mainly, it’s good news. Even 

under scenarios involving dis-

appointing vaccination rates, 

COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-

tions and deaths are expected 

to drop dramatically by the 

end of July and continue to fall 

afterward.

The CDC is now reporting 

an average of about 350,000 

new cases each week, 35,000 

hospitalizations and more than 

4,000 deaths.

Under the most optimis-

tic scenarios considered, by 

the end of July, new weekly 

national cases could drop below 

50,000, hospitalizations to 

fewer than 1,000, and deaths to 

Relief could come by end of July
RELATED

• Hospitalizations rise: The 
number of COVID-19 patients in local  
hospitals are at the highest total since  
January./3A

Some experts project 
COVID-19 cases will 
wane this summer
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