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Gingerbread 

celebration
Beloit hosts annual 

event that features 

holiday-themed fun 

to help efforts to  

fight poverty. Page 3A

Craig tops Parker
The crosstown rivalry  

was renewed Saturday  

as the host Cougars  

scored a 68-56 victory  

over the Vikings.  

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 30  

A bit of  
afternoon snow

More on 11A

ELKHORN

J
eff Sonn is bringing the waffle irons and the mix.

In 17 years, the grateful father has never missed 
being part of “Waffles with Santa.”

The reason is simple: He wants to give back to 

the special-education school that made a huge difference 

in his son’s life.

Young people ages 3 to 21 attend Elkhorn’s Lakeland 

School, which offers highly structured programs to prepare 

them for life.

On Saturday, Dec. 8, Sonn and other eager volunteers 

will make about 1,000 waffles in four hours to raise money 

for the school.

Sonn is president of the nonprofit Friends of Lakeland 

School, which raises money to buy important things that are 

Mural highlights uncommon history 
of Elkhorn’s Lakeland School

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Jeff Sonn stands next to a historical timeline of Lakeland 
School, located in Elkhorn. Although Sonn’s son graduated 
from Lakeland School a few years ago, he remains active in 
the Friends of Lakeland School because he wants people to 
know about the school and its special history.

IF YOU GO
What: “Waffles with Santa,” a 

fundraiser for Lakeland School. 
Sponsored by Friends of Lakeland 
School.

When: 7:15-11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
8.

Where: Lakeland School, W3905 
County NN, Elkhorn.

Details: $7 admission with chil-
dren ages 4 and younger eating free.

Photos with Santa will be taken 
from 9:15-11 a.m. for $8. The Lake-
land School choir will perform at 9 
and 10 a.m.

Also featured are craft vendors, 
silent auctions, gift baskets and a 
50/50 raffle.

Donations can be mailed to 
Friends of Lakeland School, P.O. Box 
1361, Lake Geneva, WI 53147.
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville Police Sgt. Ben 

Thompson was on patrol 

downtown a few weeks ago 

when he found a homeless 

man sleeping outside on 

a piece of 

cardboard, 

c o v e r e d 

with a few 

old blan-

kets.

It was 

1 a.m., and 

the tem-

p e r a t u r e 

was 18 degrees.

Thompson, who is 

known by his police col-

leagues as Benji, woke the 

homeless man and offered 

him a ride to a shelter or 

warming center—a slim 

list of short-term fixes that 

would beat sleeping on a 

slab of cardboard in a cold 

corner of the city.

The homeless man told 

Thompson he didn’t want 

to go anywhere.

“I exhausted all resourc-

es I had at 1 a.m. on an ear-

ly Sunday morning. Ulti-

mately, he didn’t want any 

help. He just kind of stayed 
there,” Thompson said. “It’s 
difficult to wrap your head 
around somebody surviv-
ing outside like that. Some 
people are just content with 
the situation they’re in—
too proud for help.”

The Janesville Police 
Department and the city 
administration as a whole 
is working with local social 
service agencies and coun-
ty officials to form a core 
of new outreach programs 
and possible transitional 
housing solutions for the 
homeless population.

Over the last six months, 
42 people including Janes-
ville police, city housing of-
ficials, Rock County health 
and social workers, local 
church leaders and non-
profit agency officials have 
formed a joint community 
homeless task force. The 
Janesville group has met 
five times to develop a hot 
list of priorities and pro-
grams.

The short-term goal—at 
least this winter—the offi-
cials say, is to ensure fewer 
people in Janesville have 
to live in the cold or even 

Officials join efforts on homeless  
outreach, transitional housing

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Children dressed as angels wave to the crowd from their float during the fifth annual Janesville Jolly Jingle Holiday 
Lighted Parade on Saturday evening in downtown Janesville. 

Despite blustery conditions, holiday parade goes on

By Molly Beck and Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

A high-powered Democratic at-

torney promised Saturday to bring 

a legal challenge if Wisconsin Re-

publicans adopt a proposed limit on 

early voting that they could take up 

Tuesday in a lame-duck legislative 

session.

Republican lawmakers plan to 

vote Tuesday on a sweeping plan 

that aims to weaken incoming Dem-

ocratic Gov. Tony Evers and incom-

ing Democratic Attorney General 

Josh Kaul.

Part of that plan also would put a 

two-week limit on early voting in an 

effort to decrease voter turnout. The 

plan also would move the 2020 pres-

idential primary election to help a 

conservative state Supreme Court 

justice win his election.

Marc Elias, who once served as 

the general counsel for Hillary Clin-

ton’s 2016 presidential campaign, 

said Saturday Republican lawmak-

ers won’t pass a limit on early voting 

“without a fight.”

“We sued Wisconsin over their ID 

law in 2016. We sued again when 

Wisconsin failed to hold special 

elections. If the GOP thinks they 

Seeking 
a solution

Thompson

Turn to HOMELESS on Page 6A

Lawsuit threatened over proposed limit to early voting in Wisconsin

Turn to LAKELAND on Page 7A

Lame-duck session brings warning

Turn to LAWSUIT on Page 5A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12B&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=fe39ea10-3b88-5f1a-9df0-d41b56fb2a15

