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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 23 | Low 17  

Cold with 
sunshine

More on 7A

Down the pipe
WeEnergies revises 

plans for pipeline in  

Walworth County; 

more public hearings 

scheduled. Page 3A
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Bucks win
Giannis gets 10,000th 

career point, hits 

triple-double as Bucks 

top Bulls, 111-98, on 

Monday night. Page 1B

Banter begins
On eve of Trump 

impeachment trial, 

president’s lawyers call 

House’s case ‘flimsy.’ 

Page 7B

Breaking borders, saving lives
By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Officials from four Rock County 

fire departments think breaking 
down borders between communities 
will save lives.

Janesville, Beloit, town of Beloit 
and Milton fire departments are 
now using GPS technology to deter-
mine which department responds to 
incidents based on actual location 
instead of jurisdiction.

Officials announced the partner-
ship Monday at a press conference 
at the Rock County 911 Communica-
tions Center.

The departments began last week 

using automatic vehicle locator tech-

nology to dispatch first responders 

based on which vehicles are closest to 

incidents, said Dan Pease, interim fire 

chief for the Beloit Fire Department.

With this system, if a fire breaks 

out at a home in Janesville and three 

fire engines and two ambulances are 

needed, the system would find the 

nearest engines and ambulances and 

send them.

That means engines and ambu-

lances from each of the four depart-

ments might get the first call.

In the past, the call would imme-

diately go to whichever fire depart-

ment has jurisdiction over the inci-

dent location, and that department 

could call others for mutual aid if 

needed.

Janesville Fire Chief Ernie Rhodes 

said it doesn’t matter which words are 

on the side of a fire engine during 

an emergency. What matters is that 

people receive high-quality care as 

quickly as possible, he said.

Town of Beloit Fire Chief Gene 

Wright said the system already has 

been used twice in the town.

In one incident, a fire started on 

a property behind the town of Beloit 

fire station but in the city of Beloit’s 

jurisdiction.

Typically, the city would receive 

the first call. But in this case, the town 

fire department was able to get there 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Jane knew she had been raped 
as a child. But she didn’t realize 
until she was a high school senior 
that she had been trafficked.

Recently, the 23-year-old Mon-
roe woman has begun telling the 
story of how a friend of her father’s 
sold her body to other men when 
she was about 6 to 8 years old.

Jane is not her real name. The 
Gazette agreed to withhold her 

i d e n t i t y 
and other 
details to 
protect her 
family.

She will 
tell her story 
at a meeting 
W e d n e s -
d a y  a t 
Janesville’s 
F r a n k -
lin Mid-
dle School, 
w h e n 
the Rock 
C o u n t y 
A n t i - H u -
man Traf-

ficking Task Force offers a panel of 
law enforcement and other people 
knowledgeable on the topic.

Jane’s story might not be the one 
that comes to mind when people 
think of sex trafficking. Her expe-
rience was in a small town, and she 
was very young. But she remem-
bers money changing hands and 
graphic details.

The first adults she told about 
her experiences were school staff, 

IF YOU GO
T h e  Ro c k 

County Anti-Hu-
man Trafficking 
Task Force will 
offer information 
about the local 
problem from a 
panel of experts 
a t  5 : 3 0  p. m . 
Wednesday at 
Franklin Mid-
dle School, 450 
N. Crosby Ave., 
Janesville.

 Æ Sex trafficking victim 
shares her painful story

‘I can feel 
the hands 

on my body’

Turn to JANE on Page 7A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville Fire Chief Ernie Rhodes, left, speaks Monday during 
a press conference as Janesville, Milton, town of Beloit and 
city of Beloit fire departments announce a partnership that 
changes how resources are dispatched for emergencies. 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Ava Wawroski is a 

busy 11-year-old.
She plays piano (her 

favorite song is Queen’s 
operatic rock ballad 
“Bohemian Rhapsody.”)

She has her own busi-
ness.

She has seven pets—
three lizards, a cat and 
three dogs—and she 
once ordered a pet 

cockroach on Amazon.

But right after Hal-

loween every year, Ava 

carves out time to start 

making Christmas cards 

for people who spend 

the holiday season in the 

hospital.

Every winter since 

she was 5 years old (or 

maybe 4 or maybe 6; the 

age is up for debate) Ava 

has made cards for peo-

ple who are admitted to 

SSM Health St. Mary’s 

Hospital-Janesville over 

the holidays.

She started making 

cards, she said, because 

she would want some-

one to make her feel 

special if she was in the 

hospital.

A woman who was in 

the hospital for Christ-

mas told The Gazette 

about the card she 

received and how much 

she appreciated the ges-

ture.

The woman chose not 

to share her name with 

The Gazette.

The woman’s card 

came with a dollar 

inside, which she said 

she gave to a local char-

ity.

Ava’s card project has 

grown every year, her 

dad, Wayne Wawroski, 

said.

It started with a 

handful of hand-drawn 

cards and has grown to 

a dozen or more cards 

with candy canes or 

Four Rock County fire departments partnering up on GPS response system

Left: Ava Waw-
roski, 11, holds her 
chameleon while 
flanked by two 
Christmas cards 
she made and pet 
rocks she creates 
to sell. Ava makes 
cards for people 
who are admit-
ted to SSM Health 
St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal-Janesville over 
the holidays.
Below: Ava Waw-
roski displays 
some of the 
homemade hol-
iday cards she 
made this year for 
people in a Janes-
ville hospital.

Photos by Anthony 

Wahl/awahl@

gazettextra.com

Positive 

vibes

Turn to CARDS on Page 7A

Turn to FIRE on Page 7A

Milton girl’s cards bring cheer 
to those hospitalized over the holidays
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