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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Darrell H. Block
•Ardyth Elaine  
“Herman” Halverson
•Cleo Marie Harju
•Elaine M. Ingold

•Ronald P. Koebler
•Mabel “Linda” 
Phillips
•Ursula Puerling
•Eric Rebman

•Robert Roherty Jr.
•Kathleen Snyder
•Thomas R. Upham
•Faith Wittwer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 54  

Partly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 7A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Before SHINE Medical Technologies 

CEO Greg Piefer hit the “send” button on 

a set of Twitter and Facebook posts earlier 

this month, he said he thought long and 

hard about the message.

It was in the days after the police-in-

volved killing of George 

Floyd, as civil unrest played 

out in the streets of cities 

across the country.

The leader of the Janes-

ville nuclear medicine tech-

nology startup was think-

ing about his 119 employ-

ees and the company’s own 

attempts to seed diversity 

and equity within the walls 

of its corporate offices.

Piefer decided he and SHINE should 

speak out about what he calls a “systemic 

and long-term problem” of racism and 

bias. He intended for his words to reach 

not just his employees, but the greater 

community outside SHINE’s downtown 

headquarters.

Alongside his portrait and SHINE’s cor-

porate logo, Piefer wrote this message and 

posted it on social media:

“Black lives matter. The need to speak 

out against racism, racial injustice and 

inherent bias compels each of us as lead-

ers in our community to act. Not just in the 

In pursuit of diversity

Piefer

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Van Galder buses will hit the road this 

week as the company resumes some busing 
routes it had suspended when COVID-19 
shutdowns halted the economy and travel.

The Janesville charter bus company 
announced it plans by Monday to rekindle 
routes out of Janesville to Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport.

The move comes as Van Galder’s own 

research shows recent upticks in airline 

travel and increased demand by bus riders.

Yet even as state governments 

lift COVID-19 restrictions and travel 

increases, Van Galder President Al Fugate 

said it likely will be months before the 

company regains some of the momentum 

it had prior to the pandemic.

In early April, Van Galder shut down 

all of its routes for the first time in its 

70-year history and furloughed 277 of its 

approximately 300 workers, including all 

of its 139 charter bus drivers.

At the time, the company told state offi-

cials that the layoffs were tied to statewide 

and nationwide shutdowns and restric-

tions that had marooned the travel indus-

try. Travel analysts reported that domestic 

and international airline travel was down 

75 to 80% through April because of COVID-

19 restrictions.

Van Galder plans to resume a limited 

number of daily bus routes to O’Hare out 

of Janesville, Beloit and Rockford, Illinois. 

That will put about 10 of the company’s 

charter bus drivers back on the road.

Fugate said there’s been a lot of news 

about the pandemic’s affect on the travel 

and tourism industry but a shortage of 

information on how the recovery is going 

as people begin to travel more.

He said the company used “old-fash-

ioned” data-gathering methods, such as 

That’s the ticket: Janesville-based Van Galder Bus to resume routes to O’Hare

SHINE CEO Piefer vows  
to put more effort  

into diversifying workforce

By Laura King

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Against the backdrop of another 

black man’s death at the hands of a 

white police officer, this time in Atlanta, 

Republican allies of President Trump 

clashed Sunday with Democratic law-

makers over police reform legislation 

expected to be a focal point this week 

in both the House and the Senate.

Nearly three weeks after George 

Floyd’s death in Minneapolis, which 

galvanized the most widespread and 

sustained racial justice protests the 

United States has seen in a genera-

tion, House Democrats are calling for 

a ban on police chokeholds, an end to 

no-knock warrants and a new national 

police misconduct registry, among 

other steps.

A midweek hearing is set in the 

House on the Democratic plan. On the 

Senate side, the chamber’s only black 

Republican, Sen. Tim Scott of South 

Carolina, plans to unveil a measure 

this week.

Trump, who turned 74 on Sunday, 

has often appeared out of step with 

public sentiment, with opinion polls 

suggesting broad support for the pro-

tests’ aims of redressing systemic rac-

ism in policing.

As marches and rallies spread from 

coast to coast and beyond the U.S., 

Congress 
to discuss 

reform 
measures
Hearings planned this week 

as another killing renews 
demonstrations in Atlanta

Associated Press
Catholic worshippers wearing face masks attend a Corpus Christi Mass at the Almudena Cathedral in Madrid on Sunday.

Masks on at Mass

Turn to DIVERSITY on Page 7A

Turn to TICKET on Page 7A

Turn to CONGRESS on Page 7A

Man arrested  

in gun incident
A Janesville man was arrested 

on misdemeanor charges 

after police say he pointed  

a gun at a family whose dog  

was unleashed. Page 3A

Ready, set, go!
Moderators of local Facebook 

group for runners organizing 

races in ways to keep crowd 

sizes—and potential for 

coronavirus spread—down. 
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