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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 14  

A little snow  
and sleet
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2020
THE YEAR IN PHOTOS

From the scenes that  
exemplified the surreal  

experience of the COVID-19 
pandemic to glimpses  

of everyday life in Rock  
and Walworth counties, 
Gazette photographer 
Anthony Wahl selected  

the top images he captured 
during this unusual year.

Captions and more photos inside on Page 8A  
and online at gazettextra.com/galleries

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of Janesville pro-

duced its first 10,000 gallons of 
salt brine just hours before a sig-
nificant snowstorm slammed the 

city Tuesday afternoon.

City workers mix salt brine—a 

water-salt solution—with other 

chemicals and apply it to roads 

before and during a snowstorm 

to prevent ice from forming, said 

John Whitcomb, city operations 

director.

Various delays, some caused by 

the pandemic, set back construc-

tion of the city’s salt brine man-

ufacturing building nearly two 

months past its intended Nov. 1 

start date, Whitcomb said. The 

city council approved spending 

for the project this summer.

But as Whitcomb has said, 

more salt does not always mean 

better roads. Clearing roads of 

snow and ice takes time—up to 

10 hours after snow stops falling.

Bottom line: Morning com-

muters should not expect resi-

dential streets to be clear in time 

for their drive to work, Whitcomb 

said Tuesday afternoon.

The city’s main roads that 

carry heavy traffic will be prior-

itized over residential streets, he 

said.

Meteorologists on Tuesday 

predicted 6 to 9 inches of heavy, 

wet snow that would stop falling 

sometime between 2 and 6 a.m. 

today. That means it could be 

3 p.m. today before some low-

er-priority streets see a plow, 

Whitcomb said.

Janesville declared a winter 

weather emergency starting at 

7 p.m. Tuesday and continuing 

until snow removal is finished, 

according to a city news release.

Whitcomb said the best 

thing residents can do to help 

themselves and plow drivers is to 

move their vehicles off the streets, 

as dictated by winter weather 

emergency rules.

Cars that are parked on streets 

overnight likely will be difficult to 

move, Whitcomb said.

Janesville’s winter weather 

emergency protocol has changed 

slightly this year.

The most obvious change for 

residents is that they are allowed 

to park in any municipal parking 

Patience required as city digs out of snow
Road-clearing work 
takes hours to finish, 

city official says

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s push 

for $2,000 COVID-19 relief checks 
stalled out Tuesday in the Senate 
as Republicans blocked a swift 
vote proposed by Democrats and 

split within their own ranks over 

whether to boost spending or defy 

the White House.

The roadblock mounted by Sen-

ate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-

nnell might not be sustainable as 

pressure mounts. Trump wants the 

Republican-led chamber to follow 

the House and increase the checks 

from $600 for millions of Ameri-

cans. A growing number of Repub-

licans, including two senators in 

runoff elections on Jan. 5 in Geor-

gia, have said they will support the 

larger amount. But most GOP sen-

ators oppose more spending, even 

if they are also wary of bucking 

Trump.

Senators will be back at it today 

as McConnell is devising a way out 

of the political bind, but the out-

come is highly uncertain.

“There’s one question left 

today: Do Senate Republicans join 

with the rest of America in sup-

porting $2,000 checks?” Senate 

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers’ adminis-

tration plans to clarify ques-
tions on unemployment 
benefit applications start-
ing this spring as it wres-
tles with a massive back-
log of unprocessed claims 

resulting from the coronavi-

rus pandemic.

The Department of 

Workforce Development 

announced the revisions 

Monday evening. The depart-

ment has tweaked initial and 

weekly claim applications 

to feature what it is calling 

McConnell stalls vote for $2,000 checks
GOP leader resists calls 
from Democrats—and 
Trump—for more aid

State plans to simplify 
unemployment claims

Turn to CLAIMS on Page 9A

Turn to SNOW on Page 11A

Turn to CHECKS on Page 11A

High court request
President Donald Trump’s 

campaign asked the US 

Supreme Court on Tuesday 

to consider a lawsuit to 

overturn Wisconsin’s  

presidential result. Page 2A

Record setters
The Milwaukee Bucks 

made 29 3-pointers 

Tuesday night in Miami to 

set the NBA single-game 

record in a 144-97 blowout 

of the Heat. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........64 +26 11,934
Deaths ........2 +1 114
 Total Change
Hosp. .....33 (Dec. 29) -5 (from Dec. 23)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 28%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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