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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Deanna Guerrero
•James A. Knull
•Larry E. Olson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 45 | Low 24  

Mostly sunny
More on 7A

Bucks crunch Cavs
Tony Snell helped Milwaukee 

roll to a 127-105 victory 

over the Cleveland Cavaliers 

on Sunday at the Fiserv Forum 

in Milwaukee. Page 1B

Walworth committee 

backs treatment courts 
The executive committee questions 

District Attorney Jake Wiedenfeld 

over his opposition to the program. 

 Page 6A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The future of affordable 

housing in Janesville could 
include a few small, sin-
gle-family homes of about 
500 square feet. Or maybe a 
few so-called “tiny homes” 
that would be less than half 
that size.

It’s not clear which plan 
might start to gel first, but 
city housing officials and 
planners in the coming 
weeks could look at the two 
emerging projects—each 
aiming to serve as a step-
ping stone for people try-
ing to climb out of home-
lessness.

Beloit-based nonprofit 
social service agency Com-
munity Action announced 
last week that it could part-
ner with the city of Janes-
ville’s Neighborhood and 
Community Services divi-
sion on a pilot project to 
build a cluster of four sin-
gle-story homes 400 to 500 
square feet in size.

Community Action’s 
D e v e l -
o p m e n t 
and Plan-
ning Man-
ager Marc 
Perry said 
his agency 
would offer 
the small 
houses to 

clients as low-income fam-
ily housing under “Rapid 
Rehousing”—a program 

Two plans 
emerge  
to help 

homeless

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

Connie Perschke remembers her hus-

band’s long days on a mili-

tary base in Germany.

She would drive him to 

and from the base. Some 

days, she would drop him 

off at 4 a.m. and pick him 

up at 8 or 9 p.m.

The couple are state-

side now, albeit in differ-

ent states. While her hus-

band is on a U.S. Army base in Missouri, 

Perschke is at UW-Whitewater trying to 

get her bachelor’s degree in social work.
But she said paying for school herself 

is challenging. While she recently had 
loans approved, she also said she needed 
to replace the brakes on her car—another 
cost—because she commutes to campus 
from Williams Bay.

Richard Harris, coordinator of veter-
ans and military services 
at UW-W, said some bene-
fits are available to spouses 
of veterans as opposed to 
those of active duty mem-
bers. Some benefits require 
the military member to be 
at least 30 percent dis-
abled.

Perschke’s husband 

does not meet those criteria, so for now 

she’s out of luck.

Perschke and Harris are pointing to 

gaps in the system that make military 

spouses put their lives on hold—some-

thing Perschke said could adversely affect 

the military members, too.

‘Setting me back’

The federal GI Bill allows family mem-

bers of veterans to cover some school costs. 

The Wisconsin GI Bill, which is separate 

from its federal counterpart, covers for 

dependents of eligible veterans full tui-

tion for up to eight semesters or 128 cred-

its at a UW System or Wisconsin Techni-

cal College System school.

Harris said Perschke could be eligible 

for benefits under the federal GI Bill to 

pursue her bachelor’s degree only after her 

husband completes six years of service.

Some support Perschke found would 

also only help with an associate’s degree, 

“which really in today’s society doesn’t get 

you very far in many work places, in many 

professions,” she said.

“So I think that was a really big shock,” 

Perschke said. “That’s kind of still setting 

me back.”

A 2017 survey of active duty spouses 

found 43 percent of respondents were not 

enrolled in school or training but would 

like to be. Of those, 71 percent listed the 

For Trump, a cloud lifts

By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON
The cloud that has hung over 

President Donald Trump since 
the day he walked into the White 
House has been lifted.

Yes, special counsel Robert 
Mueller left open the question of 

whether Trump 
tried to obstruct 
the investiga-

tion. Yes, separate federal probes 
still put Trump and his associ-
ates in legal jeopardy. And yes, 
Democrats will spend the coming 
months pushing for more details 
from Mueller, all while launching 

new probes into 
Trump’s adminis-
tration and busi-
nesses.

But at its core, 
Mueller’s inves-
tigation gave the 
president what 
he wanted: public 
affirmation that he 
and his campaign 
did not coordi-
nate with Russia to 
win the 2016 elec-
tion. After spend-
ing months tweet-
ing “No collusion,” 
Trump had been 
proven right.

The findings, 
summarized Sunday by the Justice 
Department, are sure to embolden 
Trump as he plunges into his 
re-election campaign, armed now 
with new fodder to claim the inves-
tigation was little more than a polit-
ically motivated effort to under-
mine his presidency.

“It’s a shame that our country 
had to go through this,” Trump 
said. “To be honest, it’s a shame 
that your president has had to go 
through this.”

Muel ler ’s  invest igat ion 
stretched on for nearly two years, 

enveloping Trump’s presidency in 
a cloud of uncertainty and sending 
him into frequent fits of rage. The 
scope of the probe was sweeping: 
Mueller issued more than 2,800 
subpoenas, obtained nearly 500 
search warrants and interviewed 
500 witnesses, including some of 
the president’s closest advisers.

And Trump’s ultimate vindica-
tion on the question of collusion 
with Russia came at a steep cost.

The investigation took down 
his campaign chairman, his White 
House national security adviser and 
his longtime lawyer. It revealed the 
extent of Moscow’s desire to swing 
the 2016 contest toward Trump, as 
well as Trump’s pursuit of busi-
ness deals in Russia deep into the 
campaign. And the Justice Depart-
ment didn’t explain why so many 
Trump associates lied throughout 
the investigation.

But in the end, Mueller con-
cluded that those lies were not an 
effort to obscure a criminal con-
spiracy by Trump and his advisers 
to work with Russia. There was 
smoke, and plenty of it—includ-
ing an eyebrow-raising meeting 
between Trump’s son and a Rus-
sian lawyer—but ultimately, no 
fire.

“Good day for the rule of law. 
Great day for President Trump and 
his team,” said Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, R-S.C. “Bad day for those hop-
ing the Mueller investigation would 
take President Trump down.”

Democrats quickly sought 
to puncture Trump and fellow 

Special counsel finds no conspiracy, 
but decision comes with high cost

ANALYSIS

INSIDE
• The report: No collusion is clear, but 

obstruction of justice is less so./Page 6B
• Reaction: Republicans cheered and 

Democrats scoffed at Sunday’s news./Page 6B
• Democrats: The party, its leaders and 

2020 presidential candidates face a new path 
forward in light of Mueller report./Page 6B
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