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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 45  

Breezy in the 
morning; sunshine

More on 7A

Cougar rally
The Janesville Craig  

baseball team scored eight 

runs in the sixth inning 

Thursday and recorded a 

9-6 victory over Madison 

Memorial. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........52 +29 15,692
Deaths ........0 0 168
 Total Change
Hosp. .....22 (April 29) +13 (from April 22)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 25%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

A new mask order issued in 

Rock County eliminates the man-

date for wearing masks outdoors 

and says it is OK for fully vacci-

nated people not to wear masks 

indoors while with other fully 

vaccinated people.
The Rock County Public 

Health Department issued the 
updated mask order Thursday 
afternoon. The order is effective 
immediately and will remain in 
effect until June 30, said Katrina 
Harwood, health officer.

The change is influenced by 
recent guidance from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that says it is OK for peo-
ple not to wear masks outdoors 
when in small or moderately 

sized groups of people that can 
space out.

Masks are still recommended 
in crowded outdoor spaces or 
events, Harwood said.

Fully vaccinated people—
those who are two weeks past 
their Johnson & Johnson shot or 
their second Moderna or Pfizer 
shot—can unmask indoors when 
around other people who are 
fully vaccinated, Harwood said.

Harwood anticipated that 
guidance might drive people to 

want to know other people’s vac-
cine status, but individuals can 
choose to keep that information 
private if they wish, she said.

Employers or organization 
leaders should continue to pro-
vide virtual or remote options for 
meetings or other group settings 
for people who might still be 
uncomfortable being unmasked 
or for people who are not yet vac-
cinated, Harwood said.

Offering flexibility takes the 
pressure off businesses and 

individuals to disclose health 

information, Harwood said.

Also announced Thursday, the 

county has updated its reopening 

phases to include a new capacity 

recommendation at Phase 3.

The health department, once 

the county is in Phase 3, will rec-

ommend businesses open to 75% 

capacity as an intermediate step 

between Phase 2 and total nor-

malcy, Harwood said.

Rock County: Its OK to be unmasked outdoors
Update follows CDC’s 

recent guidance

By Thomas Beaumont

Associated Press

ELM GROVE

Standing on the sidelines of 

her son’s soccer practice in this 

upscale suburb, Laura Hahn 

looked skyward for answers 

when asked how she would rate 

President Joe Biden’s first 100 

days in office.

Overall, Biden is doing well, 

she said after a few minutes of 

thought. But she acknowledged 

her judgment is as much a feel-

ing of relief as an analysis of 

accomplishments.

“I’m still exhaling,” Hahn 

said, referencing the tumultu-

ous tenure of President Donald 

Trump. “It’s been exhausting.”

At the 100-day marker, polls 

show most Americans are like 

Hahn, giving the new president 

positive marks for his early per-

formance.

But in this pocket of swing-

state Wisconsin, where a surge 

in suburban Milwaukee helped 

put Biden in the White House, 

interviews with voters show 

that support for the Demo-

cratic president often falls 

short of adulation. Biden con-

tinues to get credit for bring-

ing stability to the coronavirus  

crisis—and for not being 

Trump—but there are signs that 

goodwill only goes so far.

As voters here start to look 

past the pandemic, some worry 

about Biden’s tax proposals to 

pay for massive spending plans 

and their impact on the econ-

omy. Some Democrats are dis-

appointed Biden has not yet 

taken action on social priori-

ties such as a policing overhaul. 

There are scant signs that 
Republicans were won over; 
several accused Biden of using 
a public health crisis to push a 
liberal agenda.

Despite these concerns, 
many voters said they were just 
enjoying the reprieve from the 
jaw-dropping headlines of the 
Trump era now that Biden is in 
the White House.

“I’m not surprised or shocked 
by anything he’s done,” said 
Jana Elkadri, a 40-year-old chief 
financial officer for a nonprofit 
group, as she watched the soc-
cer practice from a parking lot.

Biden’s handling of pan-
demic has been strong, she 
said, although she worries he is 
a tad optimistic. She supports 
his proposed big spending on 
social programs, but wishes he 

‘I’m still exhaling’: Swing-state voters on Biden’s 100 days

Associated Press
Jana Elkadri, posing outside her 
Brookfield home April 23, says 
President Joe Biden’s handling 
of the pandemic, among other 
things, has been strong.

When I first 
started writing 
human-interest col-
umns for The Gazette 
in the early 1990s, I 
wondered if it was 
possible to run out of 
ideas.

Some 30 years and 
2,900 columns later, I 
know the possibilities 
are endless.

Today, I am  
resigning from the 

newspaper to pursue an independent 
writing project.

I have folders full of clippings and 
ideas. Tons of notebooks to keep or 
discard. And piles of newspapers in 
plastic bins. They are all remnants 
of interviews with people, mostly in 
Rock and Walworth counties, who 
reflected a diversity of dreams and 
endeavors.

Before leaving, I want to sincerely  
thank all of you who shared your 
insightful and often compelling 
experiences with me. To speak your 
stories aloud to a stranger takes 
courage. I have always considered 
your stories to be gifts and have tried 
to handle them with care.

Since my final column comes on 
Arbor Day, I want to share a memory 
about a farmer and a tree.

Early in my career at The Gazette, 
I wrote about a storm toppling a 
250-year-old bur oak. The majes-
tic creature had earned a reputation 
as one of the biggest trees of its kind 
in the state, and many people were 
upset by its loss.

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

FAREWELL COLUMN

Thank you  
for all the  

extraordinary 
stories

Taking 
in spring 

colors
Bicyclists pass 

beneath  
blossoming  

crabapple trees 
while moving 
along the Ice 

Age Trail near 
Blackhawk 

Golf Course in 
Janesville on 

Thursday.

Anthony Wahl/

awahl@gazette 
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