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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Ruth I. Chrostowski
•Betsy Lou (Hauri) Sutherland
•Robert E. Wagner
•Ka’lani J. Rose Weatherall-McCullum

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 73  
Mostly cloudy, hot 

and humid
More on 12A

Plan of attack
The city will wait until  

spring to target gypsy 

moth caterpillars that 

will emerge from the 

eggs currently in  

Lustig Park. Page 3A

Stories from Jan. 6
Officers from the Capitol 

Police testified to a House 

select committee about 

what they endured during 

the Jan. 6 insurrection at the 

U.S. Capitol. Page 6B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County Board Chairman Richard 

Bostwick decided Tuesday to partially open 

a set of committee meetings to interview 

candidates for a recently vacated county 

board seat. However, the county is still not 

posting public notices for the meetings 

and is only allowing board supervisors to 
attend.

In a partial reversal of a process that 
had been set to roll out com-
pletely behind closed doors, 
Bostwick said Tuesday that 
he would open a set of five 
special committee meetings 
to county supervisors who 
wish to observe interviews 
of the candidates.

Under county rules, Bost-
wick as board chairman is 
allowed to recommend any 

candidate he wants to fill a vacated board 
seat.

But at least one county board member 

and two statewide open government advo-

cates have criticized a preliminary part of 

the county’s process. Drawing criticism is 

Bostwick’s decision to keep closed to the 

general public the vetting of candidates 

seeking to serve as Janesville District 21 

supervisor until the April 2022 election.

In an interview with The Gazette last 

week, county board member Wayne Gust-

ina acknowledged that as board chair, Bost-

wick has the authority to recommend a can-

didate to the full county board for approval.

Gustina, who is not among the four 

supervisors Bostwick assigned to the com-

mittee, said a committee member told him 

Meeting door cracked, not opened

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Walking through the Rock 

County 4-H Fairgrounds 

entrance near the corner of 

Randall Avenue and Memo-

rial Drive, a familiar wave of 

sensory experiences hits you. 

Near the animal barns are 

the sounds of bleating sheep 

and mooing cows—not to 

mention the smell and sight 

of animal droppings on the 

ground (and perhaps your 

shoe).

The Rock County 4-H Fair 

is back. After a year lost to 

the pandemic, the fair’s orga-

nizers are looking to provide 

fairgoers with the excitement 

they come to expect from the 

oldest youth 4-H event in the 

Fairground revival

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Cole Kudrna returns his fall calf after a short walk around the dairy barn during the first day of the Rock County 4-H Fair in Janesville on 
Tuesday. Below: McKenna Mullen of Milton 4-H spends time with her rabbit in the rabbit barn at the fairgrounds.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville police have seized 

guns in nine incidents this month, 

and they’re worried.

Nobody was injured, and in 

most of the instances, no gun was 

fired, but still …

“This is an 

abnormal spike,” 

said Lt. Chad Pear-

son of the depart-

ment’s investiga-

tions bureau.

The increase 

in gun incidents 

raises concern 

among officers 

“because you don’t 

know if they’re armed in any given 

situation,” Pearson said.

Police always have to consider 

that people they encounter might 

be armed, but these days, the pub-

lic spotlight shines more brightly 

whenever police use force, Pear-

son noted.

Unfortunately, the latest spate 

of gun crimes doesn’t present any 

pattern that could help police fig-

ure out if there are reasons for 

the presence of guns in more inci-

dents.

“They’ve come from traffic 

stops, shots-fired calls to distur-

bances, one at a local tavern, and 

Increased 
gun seizures 
have police 
concerned

JANESVILLE GUN INCIDENTS
Janesville police are con-

cerned about the number of fire-
arms incidents they recorded this 
month:

 � July 8: A gas station clerk 
flagged down an officer for a man 
slumped over in a vehicle. The 
officer saw drug paraphernalia 
in the car, and a search revealed 
a Taurus 9mm handgun in a bag 
on the man’s lap.

Justin R. Marshall, 32, of 614 
Tigger Court, Milton, was arrested 
on charges of a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm; possession of 
fentanyl, cocaine and drug para-
phernalia; carrying a concealed 
weapon; and possession with 
intent to deliver Schedule 4 nar-
cotics.

 � July 13: During a traffic stop, 
officers found a Smith & Wesson 
.40-caliber handgun in the back 
seat with a loaded magazine and 
a small amount of marijuana.

Dominique S. Lewis, 31, of 
618 Lawrence Ave., Beloit, was 
arrested on charges of a felon in 
possession of a firearm and pos-
session of marijuana.

More on Page 11A

County board chair invites 
other supervisors, not public, 
to meetings with candidates

Bostwick

Families flock back to Rock County 
4-H Fair after 2020 cancellation

JPD says it has seen  
‘abnormal spike’ in July

Pearson

Turn to GUNS on Page 11A

Turn to FAIR on Page 12A

Turn to MEETINGS on Page 11A

Cruise control
The Brewers scored 

eight runs in the  

first two innings  

of Tuesday’s win  

over the Pirates. 

Page 1B
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