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•Mary E. “Granny” Honea
•David R. Houfe Sr.
•Jamie L. Kelley
•Frederick C. “Fred” Meyers
•Corinne E. Parker

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 64 | Low 46  
Plenty of sunshine

More on 7A

Shifting calendar
In response to the pandemic, 

UW-Whitewater pushed its 

spring break back to the 

end of April from the end of 

March. Page 3A

In need of nurses
Hospital administrators across 

US, but especially in rural 

areas, are trying to find enough 

nurses to cope with surge of 

COVID-19 patients. Page 6B
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MILTON
To address Milton Fire Depart-

ment staffing shortages and other 
concerns, Milton Fire Chief Ernie 

Rhodes is recommending a “func-

tional merger” with the Janesville 

Fire Department.

Milton Fire Department staff-

ing shortages have been made 

worse by the pandemic, and 

Janesville firefighters will be 

assigned to help if necessary, 

Rhodes said. The Milton Fire 

Department would be billed for 

two Janesville employees work-

ing overtime, which Rhodes esti-

mated would cost $1,100 per per-

son for each 24-hour shift.

Bringing in Janesville person-

nel would be “a last-ditch effort 

to make sure we have the staff,” 

said Rhodes, who also is chief of 

the Janesville Fire Department.

So far, it hasn’t been necessary, 

but Milton staffing shortages per-

sist, especially on weekends.

A functional merger would 

be a short-term solution, Rhodes 

said. The long-term fix, he said, is 

complete consolidation.

A fire commission subcommit-

tee has been looking at consoli-

dating the Milton and Janesville 

fire departments.

“The fix is to have enough 

funding to consolidate with the 

city of Janesville and to afford full-

time employees and, in a sense, 

build a seamless approach to fire, 

EMS and rescue across the city of 

Milton, town of Milton and city of 

Janesville,” Rhodes said.

Consolidation would save 

money and increase efficiencies, 

he said.

For now, fire departments take middle road

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Vivian Creekmore grew up in the 1960s 

in working-class Kentucky, where her 

mother taught her never to say “I hate ...”

She was not allowed to make fun of 

people, even candidates or political par-

ties, because someone in the room might 

overhear and be offended.

Then came the 2000 

presidential election, 

when Democrat Al Gore 

won the popular vote, 

but controversial recount 

practices in Florida ended 

when the U.S. Supreme 

Court decided Republi-

can George W. Bush had 

won.

Creekmore of rural 

Edgerton was so upset, “I told myself, ‘I’m 

going to get involved and stay involved till 

the day I die.’”

So far, so good.

Creekmore has cranked out uncounted 

words on politics since then and is active 

every election. She talked hoarsely 

Monday after having made more than 
2,000 phone calls on behalf of her can-
didates.

Creekmore was one of several people 
on both sides of the nation’s deep politi-
cal divide The Gazette interviewed Mon-
day with the question: How should peo-
ple deal with their raw emotions if their 
candidate loses?

“If my side wins, I’m going to be happy 
as hell, and I might drink a gallon of Man-
hattans,” Creekmore said. “But no public 
gloating. I’m not going to do that.”

Creekmore said she tries to convince 
fellow Democrats they create unneces-
sary enemies when they call people names 
and that it weakens their position.

Creekmore advises people to channel 
their grief into positive action with a four-
year plan. Pick an issue that is dear to you 
and work on that issue for the next three 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Philanthropist and businessman Quint 

Studer has a growing stake in commercial 

development in Rock County, and he thinks 

the time is right for his nonprofit think tank 

to help boost education and the economies in 

Janesville and Beloit.

Studer, who is one of two financiers behind 

Beloit’s new minor league baseball stadium and 

a set of stylishly rehabbed shops in downtown 

Janesville, said 

his Studer Com-

munity Institute 

plans to launch 

social, economic 

and educational 

programs that 

he has used to 

help give a leg up 

to residents in 

the Florida city 

where he lives.

On Friday, 

Studer’s Pen-

sacola, Flor-

ida, nonprofit, 

Studer Commu-

nity Institute, 

will bring Rock 

County resi-

dents a free vir-

tual webinar by 

Harvard professor Ronald Ferguson, an expert 

on the educational achievement gap in chil-

dren.

Studer said it is open to the public. It’s his 

institute’s first major attempt to spark a public 

dialogue between Rock County 

school officials, business lead-

ers and parents on early edu-

cational readiness and brain 

development in toddler-aged 

children.

Studer, a former Janesville 

school teacher, health care and 

hospital consultant, and now 

a community revitalization 

expert, said his institute believes early child-

hood education can be a major, overlooked pri-

ority as cities look to carve out their futures.

Data Studer’s group has looked at sug-

gests between 80% and 85% of brain building 

Studer hopes  
to bring new ideas  

to Rock County

Studer

IF YOU GO
What: An hour-long 

live virtual seminar on 
early childhood brain 
development and the 
achievement gap led by 
Ronald Ferguson, a Har-
vard expert on learning 
and student achievement 
gaps.

When: 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 6, includ-
ing a half-hour ques-
tion-and-answer session.

Details: The webi-
nar is free, and the pub-
lic can sign up to attend 
the seminar by visiting  
studeri.org/events.

As Janesville, Milton weigh consolidation,  
chief of both suggests short-term staffing fix

Life after the election

Benjamin Pierce/bpierce@gazettextra.com
From left, tabulator AJ Albrecht Sr., Janesville Clerk-Treasurer Dave Godek and Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson conduct a ballot 
counting test on the machine that will count absentee ballots during today’s election. The machine can count 70 ballots per minute.

Creekmore

Locals offer ways to cope with post-vote emotions

By Jonathan Lemire, Zeke Miller,  

Will Weissert and Alexandra Jaffe

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH

In the closing hours of a cam-

paign shadowed by a once-in-a-

century pandemic, President 

Donald Trump charged across 

the nation Monday delivering 

an incendiary but unsupported 

allegation that the election is 

rigged, while Democratic chal-

lenger Joe Biden pushed to claim 

states once seen as safely Repub-

lican.

America stood at a cross-

roads. Never before in mod-

ern history have voters faced a 

choice between candidates offer-

ing such opposite visions as the 

nation confronts a virus that has 

killed 230,000 Americans, the 

starkest economic contraction 

 Æ Businessman’s nonprofit offering  
webinar on educational achievement gap

RELATED
• Swing state anxiety: Like elsewhere in the 

U.S., voters in Wisconsin express anxiety over Election 
Day and its aftermath./Page 2A
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