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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 43 | Low 26  

Mostly sunny  
and chilly

More on 7A

Coronavirus watch
Rock County health officials 

say there has been no  

evidence so far that any 

single large gathering has 

resulted in a high number  

of new cases. Page 3A

Deadline set
The U.S. Supreme Court 

ruled against extending 

Wisconsin’s deadline for 

election clerks to count 

ballots postmarked by 

Election Day. Page 2A

Making it look easy
Michelle Rush, a beginning 

golfer from Delavan, shot two 

holes-in-one at Delbrook Golf 

Club in the span of five days 

earlier this month. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As summer 2020 rolled along, many 

local families knew tough decisions 
about school lay just around the corner.

Faced with educating thousands of 
students during a pandemic, the Janes-
ville School District came up with three 
options: a fully virtual experience at 
ARISE Virtual Academy, a traditional 
in-person learning environment in class-
rooms or a hybrid combination of the 
two.

ARISE enrollment boomed, and face-
to-face instruction continues today. But 
Elizabeth Paull’s family is among the 
families who chose a fourth option: 
home-schooling.

“We really, really struggled all sum-
mer long with what this school year was 
going to look like and what would make 
sense for our family,” said Paull, who is 
home-schooling two of her three chil-
dren.

Paull decided to home-school her 
two youngest children, third-grader 
Oliver and kindergartner Elaina, this 
school year because of the risks posed 
by COVID-19. The Paulls’ oldest daugh-
ter Evelyn, 13, learns at ARISE.

“We went back and forth so much, and 
I wish that I knew then what I know now 
because I could have removed so much 
anxiety from those summer months. It’s 
been great, it really has been,” Paull said.

The number of students in home-
school education programs across Wis-
consin increased by 55% this year.

From July 1 to Oct. 11, some 23,027 stu-

dents had enrolled in home-school pro-

grams, according to data shared by Chris 

Bucher, a spokesman for the Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction. That 

number was 14,862 last year.

Janesville home-schooling numbers 

were not available Monday.

Preserving the family business

Liz and Andrew Paull own and oper-

ate Paull Chiropractic in Janesville. The 

family chose home-schooling to keep 

employees and patients safe and reduce 

the likelihood of COVID-19 exposure.

“Our primary decision in keeping 

Turning home ...

... into homeroom

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Top: Liz Paull helps her youngest daughter, Elaina, with her schoolwork as her son, Oliver, 
completes his social studies lesson at their Janesville home Monday. The Paull family, who 
operate Paull Chiropractic, switched to home-schooling this year to minimize COVID-19 
exposure as much as possible. Above: Evelyn Paull, 13, works through her online lessons 
from ARISE Virtual Academy at the family dinner table Monday morning.

Janesville families turn to home-schooling, online learning in pandemic

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Bill West has known he has AFib since he 

got a physical exam to work at the Belvid-
ere, Illinois, Chrysler plant when he was 18.

The periodic speedy and erratic heart 
rate was no problem for a long time, but 
the condition caught up to the 71-year-old 
Whitewater retiree in recent years. Like 
millions of other Americans, he had to take 
blood thinners.

AFib, or atrial fibrillation, causes blood 
particles called platelets to circulate in the 
heart, where they can stick together and 
form clots. Clots can break off and travel to 
the brain, where they can plug a blood ves-
sel, causing strokes. Strokes can cause brain 
damage, paralysis or death.

Blood thinners reduce the stroke risk, but 
they can cause bleeding, sometimes through 
bodily orifices. And thinned blood makes it 
difficult to stop a wound from bleeding.

But prescribing blood thinners was about 
all doctors could do for West until a device 
called Watchman was approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration in 2016.

Heart implant  
an alternative  

to blood thinners
 Æ Device offered by Mercyhealth works 
by breaking up potential blockages

By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

Amy Coney Barrett was confirmed to the 

Supreme Court late Monday by a deeply 

divided Senate, with Republicans over-

p o w e r i n g 

Democrats to 

install Pres-

ident Don-

ald Trump’s 

n o m i n e e 

days before 

the election 

and secure a 

likely conser-

vative court 

majority for 

years to come.

Tr u m p ’ s 

choice to fill 

the vacancy 

of the late lib-

eral icon Ruth 

Bader Gins-

burg poten-

tially opens a new era of rulings on abor-

tion, the Affordable Care Act and even his 

own election. Democrats were unable to 
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Barrett  
confirmed
New Supreme Court justice 
could begin working today

Associated Press
Then- Supreme Court nom-
inee Amy Coney Barrett 
meets with Sen. Martha 
McSally, R-Ariz., on Wednes-
day in Washington. The Sen-
ate confirmed Barrett to the 
court Monday.
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