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Hundreds join 

annual heart walk
In its 27th year, the annual Bert 
Blain Memorial Heart Walk saw 
about 400 walk and raised more 
than $400,000 for the American 
Heart Association. Page 3A

Diamondbacks 

avert sweep
Eduardo Escobar’s homer 
helped Arizona defeat  
Milwaukee at Miller Park  
on Sunday by a 5-2 margin. 
Page 1B
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JANESVILLE
This fall, a space that 

once housed a jewelry 

store on the Janesville 

Mall’s north end will 

become a vintage video 

game arcade, replete with 

Pac-Man and Super Mario 

Brothers murals on the 

walls.

What is this? 1984?

New retailers Matthew 

and Tesha Clark know 

they can’t bring back the 

1980s, when shopping 

centers such as the mall 

were meccas of spend-

ing and centers of social 

life. But the Clarks seek 

to bring back the spirit of 

1980s mall culture.

It’s a feeling Matthew 

Clark, 45, said he remem-

bers from growing up as a 

“mall rat” in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina.

In early September, 

Clark plans to open The 

Drop Zone Arcade, which 

he said will blend vintage 

1980s and ’90s arcade 

favorites with new arcade 

video games. He’s painting 

a “history of video games” 

mural on the walls.

He and his wife are part 

of a new breed of entre-

preneurs who are trying 

alternative uses for retail 

shop spaces that have sat 

vacant over the last few 

years at the 1 million-

square-foot mall.

In March, the Clarks—

who are movie set, makeup 

and special effects design-

ers and filmmakers by 

trade—brought Extreme 

Graphics to the mall. The 

small shop has a Jersey 

shore beach shop feel with 

airbrushed shirts, jackets 

and other items that Mat-

thew designs by hand.

Tesha runs Spotlight 

Photography, a gallery 

and photography busi-

ness that recently located 

in another vacant space.

Also coming, mall Man-

ager Julie Cubbage says: a 

future children’s museum 

that will be located in a 

former children’s cloth-

ing store.

And this fall, the Hed-

berg Public Library is 

opening a small branch 

library, HPL Express, 

which Cubbage believes 

will cater to young fami-

lies with children.

Cubbage said another 

entrepreneur wants to 

open an “escape room,” 

a business that immerses 

customers in themed, 

live-action whodunits 

and other role-playing 

experiences.

Such alternative uses 

are calculated to appeal 

to teens, young adults 

and young families—

demographic groups 

that recently have had a 

strained relationship with 

brick-and-mortar shop-

ping centers.

The secret to getting 

shopping malls to reinvent 

Janesville Mall testing new ways to coax youths, families

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
The Walworth County 

Fair opens its 170th season 
Wednesday with the usual 
favorites—animals, exhib-
its, a demolition derby, 
truck and tractor pulls—
and some new twists.

The fairgrounds, located 
at 411 E. Court St., are open 
from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. each 
day through Monday, Sept. 
2.

Here are five things you 
should know before you go.

1. 
Weather: Mother 
Nature should not 
be a problem, accord-

ing to the National Weather 
Service. Forecasts at this 
point call for plenty of sun 
and temperatures in the 
mid-70s.

No rain is expected over 
Labor Day weekend.

2. 
Big names, big 
c rowd s :  Fa i r -
grounds Manager 

Larry Gaffey expects sellout 
crowds just for the enter-
tainment.

Gaffey said the fair has 
stepped up its entertain-
ment game this year, bring-
ing in multiple acts to the 
free Park Stage, including 
Yves Francois Jazz, Johnny 
Cash & The Tennessee 
Three tribute band, Steve 
Meisner Polka Band and 
The Britins, a popular Beat-
les tribute band.

As far as grandstand 
entertainment, the News-
boys are back after being 
rained out of their sell-
out show last year. The 
award-winning Australian 

Things  
to know  

about the  
Walworth  

County Fair

Back to  
the ’80s?

By Eli Stokols  

and Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

BIARRITZ, FRANCE
Mixed signals over the 

trade war with China and 
rifts over Iran dominated 
the opening of the annual 
G-7 summit of the leaders 
of the world’s most power-
ful democracies as White 
House officials scram-
bled Sunday to sweep up 
after President Trump’s 
remark that he had second 
thoughts over his trade 
policy and debated how to 
respond to the unexpected 
arrival of Tehran’s foreign 
minister.

French Pres ident 
Emmanuel Macron, deter-
mined as this year’s host not 
to allow Trump to hijack the 
G-7 agenda, quietly invited 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
Iran’s lead negotiator on 
the nuclear deal that Trump 
has tried to scuttle, to visit 
the beachfront resort in 
western France where 
world leaders are holding 
their annual meeting.

The move seemed to 
come as a surprise to 
Trump, whose administra-
tion has been intent on iso-
lating Iran and who hates to 
share the limelight.

Trump was touting a 
tentative U.S.-Japan trade 
agreement when Zarif ’s 
plane was landing nearby 
and appeared taken aback 
by news of his arrival.

“No comment,” he said 

curtly when first asked 

about Zarif on Sunday 

afternoon.

Macron and Zarif met 

later in the day.

Trump has expressed 

frustration over pre-sum-

mit media reports focusing 

on his status as an outlier 

among G-7 allies on numer-

ous issues.

Those differences were 

serious enough that in plan-

ning the summit, Macron 

jettisoned plans for a tradi-

tional joint statement from 

the seven leaders, acknowl-

edging that getting all of 

them on the same page as 

Trump would be difficult, if 

not impossible.

But throughout the first 

day of summit meetings, 

Trump seemed determined 

to portray himself as in sync 

with other leaders despite 

much evidence to the con-

trary.

He proclaimed a lunch 

Saturday with Macron, 

who unexpectedly greeted 

Trump at his hotel, to have 

been the best time the two 

leaders had spent together. 

His account contrasted 

with the private comments 

of his aides, who grumbled 

that the issues the French 

chose to highlight, includ-

ing discussions about cli-

mate change and African 

development, didn’t focus 

enough on Trump’s favored 

issue, international trade.

And on numerous 

Trade war doubts, 
rifts over Iran 
dominate G-7
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Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Young visitors check out the candy machines at the Janesville Mall. A few entrepreneurs 
are filling mall store vacancies and finding alternative ways to lure teens, young adults 
and families with children back to the mall. In the next few months, a new video game 
arcade and Hedberg Public Library branch will open there.

Customers walk past stores in the Janesville Mall. The 
mall’s owners are seeking way to reinvigorate the appeal 
of the center to return it to its popularity of the 1980s.

Gazette photo
Ellie Nelson, 9, left, and Lucy 
Sarna, 10, compete in the 
pickle-eating contest at the 
2018 Walworth County Fair. 
The 170th season of the fair 
opens Wednesday.

Associated Press
Participants in the G-7 Summit included President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk, clockwise from center front, 
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte, Japan Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, U.S. President Donald Trump, President of France 
Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson. The group take part in a working ses-
sion on the second day of the G-7 summit in Biarritz, France 
on Sunday.

Iranian official’s invitation  
apparently surprises US delegation
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