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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Susan Fay Blasier
•Laura S. Coyne
•Lamar E. Deuel Sr.
•Sandra M. Draeving

•Richard J. Erskine
•Robert “Bob” Neil Kresl
•Muriel J. “Mert” Lagerman
•Donna Thiele

•Margaret Elisabeth 
“Betty” White

‘Let’s get this done’
President Joe Biden and  
Democratic leaders release  
framework of a $1.75 billion bill 
that would reform social programs, 
address climate crisis. Page 7B

Escaping with a win
Randall Cobb scored two TDs and 
Rasul Douglas picked off a pass in 
the end zone in the final seconds 
Thursday night to lift the Packers 
over the Cardinals 24-21. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 55 | Low 46  
Cloudy and windy 

with a shower
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

By Sara Meyers

smeyers@gazettextra.com

At age 16, when most 
teenagers are worried 
about getting their driver’s 
licenses, Janesville native 
Stacey Glissendorf had 
her first of 41 surgeries. 
As a teenager she started 
walking with a slight limp. 
Then she woke up one 
morning unable to hear.

“Her dad took her 
to urgent care,” said 
Kristeena Glissendorf, Sta-
cey’s stepmother. “They 
said she was faking it and 
just didn’t want to go to 
school. The next day we 
went to another doctor 

and they said the same 
thing. Finally, we said that 
she wasn’t faking and this 
was something. So they 
did an MRI.”

A neurologist found 
tumors on Stacey’s brain 
stem, that also com-
pressed auditory nerves. 
The doctor told them she 
wouldn’t make it through 
the weekend unless a 
surgeon could be found 
immediately.

“I was dumbfounded,” 
Kristeena said. “I was very 
upset because now I have 
to go home and tell not 
only her parents that she 
might not make it, but 
also her.”

Fortunately, the Glis-
sendorf family soon heard 
from a surgeon in Mad-
ison who assured them 
that everything would be 
fine.

However, that 

procedure would mark 

the beginning of a long, 

hard road for Stacey, now 

35 years old and receiving 

hospice care.

Stacey’s doctor diag-

nosed her with the genetic 

disorder neurofibromato-

sis type 2 or NF2. The dis-

order causes the growth of 

noncancerous tumors in 

the nervous system. The 

disorder can cause deaf-

ness and facial weakness. 

Stacey is deaf and partially 

blind from a tumor in her 

right eye. She suffers from 

more tumors throughout 

her body.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: With a little assistance from her father, Charles Glissendorf, Stacey Glissendorf welcomes her dog, Princess, onto  
her lap while inside her apartment in Janesville on Wednesday. Stacey suffers from neurofibromatosis type 2, a rare  
disorder characterized by certain types of noncancerous tumors that form within a person’s body or brain, and has lost 
hearing and most of her sight and was recently placed on hospice. Below: Stacey Glissendorf reads a question posed to 
her on a dry-erase board.

For the  

love of 

animals
Janesville woman on hospice hopes to make a difference 

through fundraiser for humane society
‘She wishes she could take every animal at  

the humane society and let them live with her, but that  

would be too much because it costs a lot to feed them.’

Charles Glissendorf about his daughter Stacey

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Some local officials praised aspects of 
Rock County’s practices for dealing with 
domestic and intimate partner abuse while 
others reiterated the need for reform after 
a report compiled by an area police chief 
and county data analyst found a high rate 
of domestic violence cases in Rock County.

The Gazette reported Monday on a pre-
sentation given by researcher Kendra Schiff-
man and Edgerton police Chief Robert Kow-
alski in which they highlighted the findings 
of a report they compiled concerning recent 
domestic violence charges against a man who 
was later accused of killing the same victim.

In the report, Schiffman and Kowalski said 
Rock County reported more than 7.2 domes-
tic violence-related incidents per 1,000 peo-
ple, higher than Wisconsin’s rate of 5.3 inci-
dents per 1,000 and the U.S. rate of 4.8 inci-
dents per 1,000.

Officials who spoke Thursday to The 
Gazette about the report included Schiff-
man, Kowalski, Janesville police Chief Dave 
Moore and Jessi Luepnitz, program director 
at YWCA Rock County.

Turn to ANIMALS on Page 8A

FOR HELP
If you or someone you know is experienc-

ing abuse in a domestic or intimate relation-
ship, call the 24-hour crisis hotline at 608-
752-2583 or text 608-371-9288.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT
A Beloit Police Department investigation 

of a McNeel Intermediate School teacher 
allegedly taping a student’s mask to his face 
Tuesday determined no violations of local 
ordinances or state law occurred, according 
to Police Chief Andre Sayles.

The department investigated the incident 
and found “no evidence of child abuse or any 
other crime occurring,” Sayles said in a state-
ment released Thursday afternoon.

“Our investigation shows that there was 
an incident regarding mask wearing in the 
classroom,” Sayles said. “We have interviewed 
the two teachers and all of the students who 

Rock County officials discuss  
approach, areas for improvement

Resources key  
to handling  
domestic  

violence reports

Beloit teacher  
accused of taping  
mask to student
Police say no law was broken

Turn to REPORTS on Page 8A

Turn to BELOIT on Page 8A
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