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‘Game of Thrones’, ‘Fleabag’ win top honors
Emmy Awards handed out Sunday in Los Angeles. Page 7B

State grant to help town square project
A $249,000 grant will help with east side improvements. Page 3A

Packers remain 

undefeated
Running back Aaron Jones 
scored two touchdowns and 
the defense forced three 
turnovers in a 27-16 win  
over visiting Denver. Page 1B
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By Lisa Marie Pane

Associated Press

Democratic presidential candidate Beto 

O’Rourke’s recent vow to take away peo-

ple’s AR-15 and AK-47 rifles raised one big 

question: How is it possible to round up 

the millions of such guns that exist in the 

United States?

The number of AR-15 and AK-47s in the 

U.S. is estimated at a staggering 16 million, 

creating logistical challenges to take them 

out of circulation. Many gun owners are also 

unwilling to turn over the weapons, and if 

the government offered to buy them all back 

at face value, the price tag could easily run 

into the billions of dollars.

O’Rourke’s pointed declaration during a 

recent debate—“Hell yes, we’re gonna take 

your AR-15, your AK-47”—

stoked longstanding fears 

among gun owners that 

Democrats are less inter-

ested in safety or finding 

a middle ground and just 

want to confiscate guns. 

Even some gun control 

advocates aren’t so sure 

that confiscating firearms 

will work.

“In some regards, this 

horse is out of the barn,” 

said David Chipman, a 

retired agent with the 

federal Bureau of Alco-

hol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives and now 

the senior policy adviser 

for the Giffords group. 

“For years we’ve allowed 

these to be sold.”

O’Rourke’s remarks 

came in the wake of sev-

eral high-profile shoot-

ings, including two in his home state of 

Texas that involved AR- or AK-style guns, 

which resemble military-style weapons and 

generally carry more rounds than regular 

rifles. A summer of carnage was marked 

by shootings in Gilroy, California; El Paso, 

Texas; Dayton, Ohio; and in a 10-mile stretch 

between Midland and Odessa, Texas. In all, 

more than 40 people were killed and about 

100 were wounded in the attacks.

The prospect of significant gun mea-

sures has faded in recent weeks under the 

Republican-controlled Senate and Presi-

dent Donald Trump, and Democratic can-

didates have offered a range of proposals 

for what they would do on guns if elected 

president.

O’Rourke believes that most people 

would follow the law and turn their weap-

ons in under his proposal for a mandatory 

buyback program and assault weapons ban. 

He also wants to outlaw high-capacity mag-

azines and expand background checks.

Cory Booker has proposed a similar pro-

gram that would involve civil penalties for 

those who fail to comply and hand in their 

AR-15s. They would not be subject to crim-

inal offenses, however.

There is a precedent for the ideas 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
In her head, Rosalinda 

Martinez knows she has to 
take care of herself.

But in practice, the White-
water Middle School teacher 
acknowledges she hasn’t 
always done that very well.

“It’s really hard. I have to be 
honest. It’s really hard, and I 
don’t always do the best job,” 
she said. “I have reached burn 
out sometimes. It happens, 
and it’s hard.

“Now I’m crying,” she con-
tinued. “I can’t pretend it’s all 
peachy because we do burn-
out sometimes, you know? It 
happens.”

Sometimes during lunch—
the lunches when she’s not 
meeting with any of her stu-
dents—she will close her door 
and meditate for a couple of 
minutes. Sometimes, she 
runs home to spend 10 min-
utes with her golden retriever, 
Texas.

“I need this time for myself 
to make it through the day or 
to make it through the week,” 

she said.

Shannon Frye, a kinder-

garten teacher at Whitewa-

ter’s Lincoln Elementary 

School, said she takes care of 

herself by spending time with 

her family at sporting events. 

Her work through her church, 

First United Methodist, also 

keeps her grounded. She likes 

to travel and read, too.

Lassity Sullivan teaches 

fifth grade at Lincoln. She 

loves traveling with her two 

kids and hiking. She said her 

co-workers are some of her 

best friends, and their support 

eases the stresses of teaching.

“That makes everything a 

Whitewater School District wants more support services for teachers

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Whitewater Middle School teacher Rosalinda Martinez helps a student during reading class. She said 
being a teacher is rewarding but at times overwhelming.

Gun buyback talk roils 
US political debate 
over what can work

Associated Press
A call by  
presidential 
candidate for-
mer U.S. Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke, 
D-Texas,  to 
confiscate the 
millions of AR- 
and AK-style 
firearms in 
the U.S. raised 
some big  
questions.

Confiscate 
or buy back?

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

In kindergarten classes across the nation, students 

start their day by naming the date and the weather and 

counting the number of days they’ve been in school.

In Stacy Glowacki’s kindergarten class at Washing-

ton Elementary 

School in Janes-

ville, students count 

the numbers out 

loud while a special 

helper adds a slash 

mark to the dry-

erase board tally. 

Four straight lines 

plus an angled slash 

make five. Two sets 

of five make 10. This 

is their 10th day of 

school.

This is kindergar-

ten math, and it goes far beyond rote counting. It is the 

beginning of numeracy or number sense, and research-

ers say it is crucial for students’ future success in math.

In Glowacki’s class, the special helper also gets to move 

a paper straw from one container to another for each day 

of school. When there are five straws, the helper makes 

Math is more than just rote counting

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Gavin Pomplum places stickers along the number 10 during a recent kin-
dergarten math lesson at Washington Elementary School in Janesville. 
‘Zero the Hero’ brought the kids the worksheets while they were out of 
the room. Zero’s present was in celebration of the 10th day of school.

Kindergarten
This week in...

This is the latest entry in a series of occasional 

stories about learning in the earliest grade. 

To read all the stories, visit: 

www.gazettextra.com/education/kindergarten

Avoiding burnout

Turn to TEACHER on Page 7A

Turn to BUYBACKS on Page 7A

Welcome back to kindergarten
For the next nine months, we will be visiting Stacy Glowac-

ki’s kindergarten class at Washington Elementary School in 
Janesville for a new series: “This Week in Kindergarten.” 

We hope to show readers what has changed since they were 
kindergartners—in the classroom, on the playground and in 
educational science, where new developments are changing the 
way teachers address everything from behavior to learning.

Along the way, we’ll follow students like Liam, who dances 

through everything, even a trip across the room to throw out 
his breakfast trash; Jonylan, who is destined to be a teacher; 
Alexis, who does a great imitation of a penguin; Joseph, who 
does excellent work tracing numbers one to five; and Miah, who 
told me, very discreetly, to pull up my pants.

My first visit to Glowacki’s class was Monday, Sept. 16, the 
10th day of school.

This week’s topic: kindergarten math.

Turn to KINDERGARTEN on Page 6A
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