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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
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Warhawks win
UW-Whitewater opened  

its home season with  

a 24-6 victory over  

Concordia-Moorhead  

on Saturday. Page 1B

Wheelchair lessons
Linda Schumacher learned  

a lot after she was hit by  

a car and had to use  

a wheelchair during her  

recovery. Page 2A

Seeking change
Recent revelations of abuse 

in the Catholic Church have 

left some church members 

more determined to seek 

solutions. Page 11B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 51  

Nice with 
some sun

More on 11A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Risky behaviors are down in Janesville 

schools, but the way students feel about 

themselves and their school environments 

has gotten worse.

That information plus hundreds of 

other data points regarding drugs, alco-

hol, sexual behavior, sexual identity, screen 

time and physical activity all are part of the 

Youth Risk Behavior Survey that’s given 

statewide.

Janesville school officials and other 

professionals acknowledge that while 

such survey data can be useful, it should 

be treated as a single piece of information 

and not the complete picture.

The latest results are from a survey giv-

en to high school students in 2017.

Janesville’s results match the statewide 

results. Use of tobacco, alcohol and illegal 

drugs are down, but depression is up, ac-

cording to the Department of Public In-

struction’s final report.

Students locally and statewide also re-

port more screen time, less sleep and poor-

er health, according to the report.

Results
The results are broken down by grade, 

gender and, in some cases, how peers or 

parents felt about specific behaviors.

Because these are only highlights, the 

percentages don’t add up to 100.

 � Tobacco use in the past 30 days: Ciga-

rettes: 91 percent not at all; 2 percent every 

day. Vaping/e-cigarettes: 78 percent not at 

all, 4 percent every day. Chewing tobacco: 

96 percent not at all, 1 percent every day.

 � Alcohol use in the past 30 days: 81 

Less risk—but what’s the reward?
Survey in schools finds less participation in risky behaviors; concern over mental health emerges

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

People like to talk to Tom Hathaway.

And sometimes they choose to confide to him their 

deepest struggles.

When Hathaway, of Janesville, started delivering mail 

in 2000, he said he was shocked by how many people he 

saw living in their cars.

He recalled meeting one woman who said her long-

time boyfriend left her and her son, leaving her nowhere 

to stay. Fortunately, Hathaway said he had become more 

embedded in community resources for homelessness, so 

he connected the woman with House of Mercy.

“People don’t realize in Janesville the issues there 

are,” he said. “I was shocked.”

By Sally Ho

Associated Press

SEATTLE
A dire child care work-

force crisis amid a boom-
ing U.S. economy is com-
pelling many industry 
players to turn to business 
tactics more closely re-
sembling Wall Street than 
“Sesame Street”—includ-
ing noncompete clauses 
for child care workers 
and client families, college 
tuition incentives for the 
workers and non-refund-
able wait list fees for des-
perate parents seeking day 
care slots.

Underlying the phe-
nomenon is a shrinking 
pool of child care workers 
with employers still offer-
ing low pay while demand 
for high-quality child care 
programs skyrockets, 
particularly in expensive 
urban areas such as Seat-
tle, with a rise in children 
needing care and a decline 
in providers.

Child care workers in 
the U.S. make less than 
parking lot attendants and 
dogwalkers, said Marcy 
Whitebook, co-director of 
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley’s Center for 
the Study of Child Care 
Employment.

“If you can’t get work-
ers to do the job, then it’s 
hard to expand the supply. 
And when the economy 
is good, that’s when you 
need to expand the sup-
ply,” Whitebook said. “The 
economics of early child-
hood in the United States 
are quite broken.”

In Seattle, the fastest 
growing U.S. big city, the 
population and household 
incomes have skyrocketed 
because of the technology 
boom—creating a child 
care hole with costs reach-
ing about $2,000 monthly 

per child.
The advocacy group 

Child Care Aware reports 
that in 2017, there were 
132,000 more children up 
to age 6 in Washington 
state who could use formal 
child care arrangements, 
compared to the number 
of available child care 
slots. Nationally, White-
book said two-thirds of all 
children in that age range 
have parents who are both 
working.

Some child care centers 
are so popular in Seattle, 
New York and San Francis-
co that parents pay to get 
on waiting lists while still 
trying to conceive.

That meant Rachel 
Lipsky and her husband 
were already at a disad-
vantage when they start-
ed looking for child care 
while she was pregnant 
in 2012.

She thinks the system 
is troubled but doesn’t 
blame the workers, say-
ing “they work two times 
harder than I do. Who am 
I to quibble?”

Lipsky, a 38-year-old 
government agency proj-
ect manager, paid the 
waitlist fees before her 
child was out of the womb, 
didn’t get her daughter 
into her first choice care 
centers but eventually se-
cured a spot for the girl and 
another child born later. 
She said the road to find-
ing care for her children, 
now 5 and 3, was daunting, 
emotional, time-consum-
ing and pricey.

Licensed providers car-
ing for children from in-
fancy through 5 years old 
say they have tried for years 
to professionalize what is 
largely a decentralized 
array of small businesses. 
But the industry as a whole 

Amid US economic growth, 
child care crisis looms for workers

‘Quite broken’

Turn to SURVEY on Page 6A

Turn to BROKEN on Page 5A

Art Infusion event brightens downtown

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kayle Goodman works on a portrait during the 2018 Art Infusion event in downtown Janesville on Saturday. The event will 
continue today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Community mail carrier expands ‘Helping the Homeless’ event

‘They trust me’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Volunteer Brin Smith, left, shares a laugh with Tom Hatha-
way during the ‘Helping the Homeless’ fundraiser inside the 
Blackhawk Building at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds. 
This is the fifth year the fundraiser has been organized by 
Hathaway but the first time it was not held at his home.Turn to HOMELESS on Page 12A
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