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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

H. Mitchell Bliss came to 

Janesville to take a newspaper 

job in 1957, beginning a longtime 

love affair with the community.

Mitch, as most people called 

him, died Thursday at age 96.

Over the years, Bliss was 

active with local Optimist clubs 

and helped found the Janesville 

Boys & Girls Club and the Janes-

ville Sports Hall of Fame.

Bliss covered police, courts 

and Janesville City Hall for The 
Janesville Gazette until 1965, 
when he was named city editor.

Bliss—no rela-
tion to the Bliss 
family that owned 
the paper from 
1883 to 2019—
left The Gazette 
in 1967 to work in 
public relations 
for the State Bar 
of Wisconsin.

He returned to 
The Gazette in 1972, was named 
news editor in 1973 and became 
the top editor in 1983. He retired 

in 1989 but continued to write 
the column Listening Post for the 
next 15 years.

Retired Gazette reporter 
Shelly Birkelo, whom Bliss hired 
in 1977, was a longtime friend. He 
asked her recently to help him 
update his obituary.

“He believed in me. I had 
no college degree. He hired me 
because he said I worked on the 
farm, and he knew I would be a 
hard worker,” Birkelo recalled.

Bliss had worked on his 
grandfather’s farm in New York 
as a boy, a time he remembered 
fondly, according to his daughter, 

Dena Bliss.
Dena said her father loved his 

years in journalism and taught 
writing at UW-Rock County, now 
UW-Whitewater at Rock County.

“He was all excited when he 
had to go cover this or cover that 
or go to The Associated Press con-
vention,” Dena recalled. “Back in 
the day, I swear, he knew every-
one. He loved to nose around.”

Over the years, Bliss was active 
with the YMCA’s Men’s Club, 
Janesville Chamber of Commerce 
and the Easter Seals campaign. 
He was a faithful volunteer with 
the Jackson Elementary School 

Breakfast Club.
Bliss was in the Navy during 

World War II, starting in 1943. 
He served as a signalman in 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian 
oceans. In his later years, he went 
on the VetsRoll bus tour to Wash-
ington, D.C., and visited Pearl 
Harbor.

Asked what her father might 
say in farewell to Janesville, Dena 
said, “That he just loved the com-
munity.”

A memorial service is set for 
11 a.m. Friday, Sept. 3, at Milton 
Lawns Memorial Park in Janes-
ville.

Bliss
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Automobile owners 
might want to guard their 
catalytic converters, espe-
cially if they drive a Toyota 
Prius.

Statistics indicate theft 
of catalytic converters is 
increasing statewide, and 
area auto businesses are 
hearing reports of them 
being taken, sometimes 
during daylight hours.

At F&F Tire World, 564 
E. Grand Ave., Beloit, Man-
ager Troy Zeppieri said he 
has helped customers with 
three to four thefts of cata-
lytic converters in the past 
month. The thefts have 
been primarily from Pri-
uses, although it has hap-
pened to some models of 
diesel trucks.

Zeppieri said the Prius 
converters can be recycled 
or sold for $600 to $800. 
Unfortunately, it can cost 
around $1,500 to $1,600 or 
more to replace one. There 
is the cost of the replace-
ment part, sensors and 
other components, and 
labor.

Zeppieri said those who 
take them might work in a 
pairs, with one person jack-
ing up one side of the vehi-
cle as the other slips under-
neath to remove the con-
verter. A theft can be pulled 
off in a matter of minutes. 
With only one side jacked 
up, people nearby might 
not even see it happening.

A Beloit Memorial Hos-
pital worker said her car’s 
catalytic converter was 
stolen during a recent day-
time shift, according to 
Zeppieri.

Zeppieri advises people 
with Priuses to consider 
installing a catalytic con-
verter shield. 

“It’s a plate you can 
mount under the car, and 
it protects the converter 
and doesn’t allow access,” 
he said.

The shields are around 
$300 and can be ordered 
online.

“If you have a Prius with 
the original converter, it’s 
definitely worth it,” he said.

In late March, South 
Beloit police officers 
assisted the Winnebago 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment with an in-progress 
burglary of auto parts, 
including catalytic convert-
ers, at Erickson Auto Parts 
& Services, 4917 Prairie Hill 
Road, South Beloit. Three 
suspects were arrested, 
according to South Beloit 
Police Chief Adam Truman.

Thieves have  
catalytic converters 

in their sights
By Sayed Ziarmal Hashemi, 

Rahim Faiez, Lolita C. Baldor 

and Joseph Krauss

Associated Press

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

Two suicide bomb-

ers and gunmen attacked 

crowds of Afghans flock-

ing to Kabul’s airport 

Thursday, transforming 

a scene of desperation 

into one of horror in the 

waning days of an airlift 

for those fleeing the Tali-

ban takeover. The attacks 

killed at least 60 Afghans 

and 13 U.S. troops, Afghan 

and U.S. officials said.

The U.S. general over-

seeing the evacuation said 

the attacks would not stop 

the United States from 

evacuating Americans and 

others, and flights out were 

continuing. Gen. Frank 

McKenzie, head of U.S. 

Central Command, said 

there was a large amount 

of security at the airport, 

and alternate routes were 

being used to get evacu-

ees in. About 5,000 peo-

ple were awaiting flights 

on the airfield, McKenzie 

said.

The blasts came hours 

after Western officials 

warned of a major attack, 

urging people to leave the 

airport. But that advice 

went largely unheeded 

by Afghans desperate to 

escape the country in the 

last few days of an Amer-

ican-led evacuation before 

the U.S. officially ends its 

20-year presence Tuesday.

The Islamic State group 

claimed responsibility for 

the killings on its Amaq 

news channel. The IS affil-

iate in Afghanistan is far 

more radical than the Tal-

iban, who recently took 

control of the country in 

a lightning blitz. The Tal-

iban were not believed to 

have been involved in the 

attacks and condemned 

the blasts.

One of the bombers 

struck people standing 

knee-deep in a wastewater 

canal under the swelter-

ing sun, throwing bodies 

into the fetid water. Those 

who moments earlier had 

hoped to get on flights out 

could be seen carrying the 

wounded to ambulances 

in a daze, their own clothes 

Kabul airport attack deadly
At least 60 Afghans, 
13 US troops killed
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Staff at F&F Tire World, 564 E. 
Grand Ave., Beloit, have been 
helping customers who have 
had their catalytic convert-
ers stolen.

Turn to THIEVES on Page 10A

Turn to ATTACK on Page 10A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Part-time worker Chris Valley scoops out algae and debris from the stream the meanders through the Japanese garden 
at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville on Thursday.

Clean water at Rotary Botanical Gardens
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