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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A-7A
•David W. Ames
•Pamela Sue Benzel
•Ellen M. Brovick
•Mary Anne DeLazzer
•Glenn “Peter” Elmer
•Earl “Bud” Hatlevig

•Howard A. Krupke
•Ima “Jean” Mates
•Richard “Dick” McCarthy
•Robert McCutcheon
•Constance A. Meister
•William E. Murphy

•Emmy Lou Olson
•Charles “C.A.” Quinn
•Patricia Ann Reeder
•Diane B. Stearns
•Lorraine M. Welch
•Carol T. Williams

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 32 | Low 25  

Partly sunny 
and colder

More on 7A

Northam out?
Virginia Gov. Ralph 

Northam reportedly 

considers resigning 

after racist photos of 

him emerge. Page 6B

SOTU address likely to draw 
skepticism from Dems, GOP

By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON

The White House says President 

Donald Trump will call for optimism 

and unity in tonight’s State of the Union 

address, using the moment to attempt 

a reset after two years of bitter parti-

sanship and deeply personal attacks.

But will anyone buy it?

Skepticism will emanate from both 

sides of the aisle when Trump enters 

the House chamber for the prime-

time address to lawmakers and the 

nation. Democrats, emboldened after 

the midterm elections and the recent 

shutdown fight, see little evidence of a 

president willing to compromise. And 

even the president’s staunchest allies 

know that bipartisan rhetoric read off 

a teleprompter is usually undermined 

by scorching tweets and unpredictable 

policy maneuvers.

Still, the fact that Trump’s advisers 

feel a need to try a different approach 

is a tacit acknowledgement that the 

president’s standing is weakened as 

he begins his third year in office.

 Æ Representative revives 
meetings abandoned by Ryan

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rep. Bryan Steil held his 

first-ever public listening session 

in Janesville on Monday morn-

ing, showing one major differ-

ence from his predecessor as 1st 

District representative.

Steil’s policy ideas did not offer 

any stark differences from now-re-

tired Rep. Paul Ryan as Steil 

spoke to an audience of about 40 

in the Janesville 

City Counci l 

Chambers.

But Steil ’s 

open-to-anyone 

listening ses-

sion contrasted 

with Ryan, who 

stopped holding 

such “town halls” 

during his last 

three years in Congress.

The Janesville stop was one 

of six—one in each of the dis-

trict’s counties—that the local 

Republican started Friday.

Steil stuck with his support 

of President Donald Trump on a 

border wall but seemed to differ 

from the president slightly on cli-

mate change.

While Trump has expressed 

skepticism of climate change 

theory, Steil said he believes it’s 

real and that human actions have 

caused it.

Steil was in line with the 

president, however, in pointing 

to other countries as problems. 

Steil said the Paris climate accord, 

from which Trump withdrew, 

Executive spent 50 years 
helping disabled people

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Gary Bersell is ending a near-

ly 50-year career working with 
people with disabilities.

Bersell, executive director of 
KANDU Industries, is retiring 
at the end of June, ending a 13-
year run at the helm of the agen-
cy, which offers community and 

pre-vocational employment op-

portunities and other services.

Bersell worked as a special 

education teacher and was the 

director of special education for 

the Janesville School District 

from 1967 to 2000. He was hired 

as the director of KANDU in 

2006.

That year, KANDU’s board 

president asked Bersell to fill the 

director vacancy temporarily as 

the agency searched for a perma-

nent director.

“They originally wanted me 

for three months. After two 

months, they said, ‘Will you 

stay?’ I said ‘Yes.’ 

I was hooked,” 

Bersell said.

“After 13 years, 

I think it’s time. 

It was a good gig 

for me. I’m 75.”

Bersell’s re-

tirement, which 

takes  e ffec t 

June 30, was an-

nounced Monday in a news re-

lease from the board. Bersell said 

he’ll continue to work through 

June to give the board time to vet 

replacement candidates.
KANDU is launching a na-

tional search, according to the 
release. Bersell said his execu-
tive team, which includes six 
other people, will give the board 
suggestions about how to move 
forward “with life after Gary.”

Bersell recalled his first few 
days at KANDU, which for de-
cades has offered employment 
for people with developmental 
disorders and disabilities.

When he first stepped onto 
the work area floor, he saw 

Crews extract excavator stuck in mud during shoreline project

Bersell to step down from KANDU Industries

Bersell

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
An excavator is removed from the former Monterey lagoon near the Monterey Rock on Monday afternoon in Janesville. A tow line fixed to a nearby 
tow truck was used to pull the machine from the muddy water after it had gotten stuck near the former Monterey Dam while crews were working 
recently on a shoreline restoration project.

Trump expected to call for unity
The White House 
said Monday that 
President Donald 
Trump will call 
for optimism and 
unity in his State 
of the Union 
address tonight, 
using the mo-
ment to attempt 
a reset after two 
years of bitter 
partisanship and 
deeply personal 
attacks. 

Associated Press

Steil holds 
first listening 

session  
in Janesville

Steil

Turn to SOTU on Page 7A

Turn to STEIL on Page 5A Turn to BERSELL on Page 5A

Warhawks soar
UW-Whitewater tops 

UW-Oshkosh, 78-70 in 

OT, to move within one 

game of first place  

in the WIAC. Page 1B

Money trouble
Criminal complaint says 

man found wielding 

shotgun Friday was  

distraught over personal 

finances. Page 3A
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