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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 19 | Low 16  

Mostly sunny  
and cold

More on 12A

Internet access
County officials join  

regional effort to study 

broadband internet  

capabilities to develop 

plan of action. Page 3A

Home-field advantage
Green Bay clinched the top seed in 

the NFC playoffs with a 37-10 victory 

over Minnesota on Sunday night at 

frigid Lambeau Field. Page 1B

Pace picks up
Nearly a year after the 

Jan. 6 insurrection, the 

number of defendants 

being sentenced is  

steadily growing. Page 9B
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Rock County residents made it 

through a snowy New Year’s Day 

with few problems, but the area is 

in for some frigid temperatures in 

the coming week.

Snowplows were out across the 

county in full force Saturday as 

snow started piling up. The city of 

Janesville and other municipali-
ties declared snow emergencies to 
allow for effective snow removal 
operations.

In Janesville, about 3 inches of 
snow was measured. In Delavan, 
4.8 inches of snow was recorded. 
At the Rockford-Chicago Interna-
tional Airport, 4.8 inches of snow 
was recorded. By this time of the 
season, the area typically averages 
7 to 10 inches of total snowfall.

The National Weather Service 
is forecasting mostly mild winter 
temperatures at the beginning of 
the week, but by midweek, they are 

expected to plunge below zero.
Monday will be sunny with high 

temperatures around 20 degrees 
with winds from the southwest at 
5 to 15 mph. Lows Monday night 
will be around 12 degrees.

Tuesday will be partly sunny 
with highs in the lower 30s with 
south winds at 10 to 15 mph. Lows 
Tuesday night will be around 16 
degrees. There is a 20% chance of 
snow Tuesday night.

Wednesday will bring a chance 
of light snow, possibly mixed with 
freezing rain. Highs will be in the 
lower 20s. Lows Wednesday night 

will be around 3 degrees. There 

is a 30% chance of precipitation 

Wednesday.

Thursday will be mostly cloudy 

and colder with highs around 11 

degrees. Lows Thursday night will 

be around 8 degrees below zero.

Friday will be sunny with highs 

around 9 degrees. Lows Friday 

night will be around 2 below zero.

Saturday will be mostly cloudy 

with a 20% chance of light snow. 

High temperatures will be in the 

mid 20s. Lows Saturday night will 

be around 18 degrees.

Big chill to come after New Year’s snowfall
High temperatures 

could be in teens, single 
digits later this week

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

New Year’s resolutions often-

times consist of eating less junk 

food, going to the gym or read-

ing more books. About 20 indi-

viduals ran (or walked) head-

long in to 2022 by participating 

in the third annual New Year’s 

Day Bash Dash Run/Walk in icy 

and sub-freezing conditions Sat-

urday morning.

Hosted by Velocity Multi-

Sport and Cycling, 1327 N. 

Wright Road, the event included 

a 2-mile walk or a 5K run in 

which 18 people of all ages took 

part. The routes—shaped like 

the state of Wisconsin—spanned 

several blocks of the east-side 

neighborhoods around the shop.

Julia Jorgensen, a co-owner 

of Velocity since 2020 who called 

herself a support and nutrition 

evangelist, said she uses events 

like the run-walk to help cham-

pion and inspire people to chase 

their goals.

“I joke with my friends that 

this is not the place you want to 

come to be talked out of doing 

something,” she said.

Community plays a big role in 
attracting new customers, Jor-
gensen said. Many of her cus-
tomers come to Velocity through 
referrals.

“(The) backbone of our busi-
ness model is to be commu-
nity-oriented and inclusive to 
individuals that are wanting 
to begin a fitness journey,” Jor-
gensen said.

Some use shorter runs like 
Saturday’s to prepare for future 
races, as was the case for Janes-
ville resident Zachary Dinkle. 
He said he got his start through 

Off and running 
in 2022

Velocity bike shop hosts New Year’s Day run/walk

Scott Froehlich/sfroehlich@gazettextra.com
Parker Weins, 11, center; her father Chris Weins, left; and her grandmother Shawn Fredricks, right, chat Satur-
day morning outside Velocity Multi-Sport and Cycling in Janesville on Saturday after Parker Weins and Shawn 
Fredricks participated in the bike shop’s New Year’s Day Bash Dash Run/Walk.

By Carolyn Thompson

Associated Press

Mask requirements are 
returning in some school dis-
tricts that had dropped them. 
Some are planning to vastly ramp 
up virus testing among students 
and staff. And a small number of 
school systems are switching to 
remote learning—for just a short 
while, educators hope.

With coronavirus infections 
soaring, the return from schools’ 
winter break will be different 
than planned for some as admin-
istrators again tweak protocols 
and make real-time adjustments 
in response to the shifting pan-
demic. All are signaling a need 
to stay flexible.

“Change has been the only 
constant in this fight,” Newark 
Schools Superintendent Roger 
León wrote in a notice to par-
ents before break. He announced 
Thursday that students will learn 
remotely for at least the first two 
weeks of the new year. The virus, 
León said, continues “to be a bru-
tal, relentless and ruthless virus 
that rears its ugly head at inop-
portune times.”

Long after the widespread 
closures in the pandemic’s early 
days, school and elected leaders 
say they are using the lessons and 
tools of the past two years to try 
to navigate the latest surge with-
out long-term shutdowns, which 
had woeful effects on learning 
and students’ well-being.

Still, pressure from parents 
and teachers unions has added to 
the urgency surrounding safety 
measures as the omicron-fueled 

Virus-weary  
school leaders fear  

post-break wave
Districts large and 
small considering  

mitigation methods

Associated Press
A health care worker directs parents and students arriving at the main 
entrance of the Adams campus of Oyster-Adams Adams bilingual school 
in Washington on Aug. 30. The District of Columbia on Dec. 22 said all stu-
dents, whether in public, private or charter schools, must be fully vacci-
nated by March 1.

Turn to SCHOOL  on Page 10A

Turn to RUN on Page 12A
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