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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Doris E. Mishler
•Darlene Oldenburg
•Harold “Skip” Schuren

•Randall J. Swatek
•Michael Ray Whitney

TODAY’S WEATHER
High -4 | Low -4  
Frigid, snow late, 

1-2” at night
More on 7A

8 straight wins
The 10th-ranked Marquette Golden 

Eagles used 32 points from Markus 

Howard to beat Butler 76-58 on 

Tuesday and win their eighth game 

in a row. Page 1B

By Rick Romell, James B. Nelson and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Foxconn Technology Group is radical-

ly rethinking its Racine County project, 

scaling back or dropping completely the 

advanced liquid crystal display panels it 

planned to manufacture, Reuters reported 

Wednesday.

The Taiwan-based company, one of the 

world’s largest electronics manufacturers, 

last year walked back its plans to build an 

LCD factory that would produce huge 

screens, opting instead for a less-costly 

plant that would make small panels for 

devices such as phones and tablets.

Now, Louis Woo, special assistant to 

Foxconn Chief Executive Terry Gou, said in 

a Reuters interview that even those plans 

are in jeopardy.

Woo’s remarks marked the latest—and 

for Wisconsin, the most ominous—in a 

string of modifications by Foxconn to its 

original plans for a massive electronics 

facility in Racine County. Over the last 10 

months, the company not only has radically 

Report: Foxconn plans changing again
CEO’s assistant casts doubt on blue-collar job prospects at company’s planned Mount Pleasant facility

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Record-setting subzero weather 

Wednesday taxed plenty of essen-

tial workers and services across the 

Janesville area.
The overnight low at Janesville’s 

wastewater treatment facility dropped 
to 26 degrees below zero, a record for 
Jan. 29. But it was still a few degrees 
shy of the city’s lowest temperature 
ever—31 below zero on Feb. 2, 1996, 
according to Gazette weather records.

The city experienced two power 
outages overnight that affected more 
than 2,000 customers. Both were 
caused by equipment malfunctions at 
different substations, Alliant Energy 
spokeswoman Annemarie Newman 

said.
The first outage began around 

1:40 a.m. Wed nesday and lasted until 
4 a.m. As that one was getting fixed, 
a second outage occurred around 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Greg Winkler isn’t sure where 

to start.

He’s part of a Rock County com-

mittee assigned to find a home for 

a sex offender soon to be released 

from a treatment facility.
It can’t be within 1,500 

feet of schools, church-
es, child-care centers, 
parks, places of wor-
ship and youth centers. 
Additionally, it cannot be 
adjacent to a home with 
children.

“How am I going to 
connect with a potential land-
lord? There’s not an obvious, 
efficient way to approach that,” 
Winkler said.

Winkler said some 
landlords likely are will-
ing to house Mark Taber 
and other convicted of-
fenders. But the coun-
ty has not developed a 
housing network, which 
makes kick-starting the 
process challenging, he 
said. The committee has 

until March 27.
After a change in state law, peo-

ple convicted of sexually violent 
crimes must be released under 

supervision in their counties of 
residence. Before the law, offend-
ers could be released anywhere in 
the state.

Now, each county is required 
to form a committee and locate 
landlords willing to house people 
found by courts under Wisconsin 
Statute 980 to be sexually violent 
offenders, meaning they suffer 
from a mental disorder and are 
highly likely to reoffend.

Rock County’s commit-
tee—called the 980 Temporary 

Committee—held its first meet-

ing Wednesday in anticipation of 

Taber‘s release. Taber is a Rock 

County resident who was convict-

ed of first-degree sexual assault 

of a child in 1991, which is why 

he cannot live adjacent to a home 

with children.

Taber is the first sexually vi-

olent offender Rock County is 

responsible for housing since 

the law changed last year. He is a 

Committee charged with finding lodging for violent sex offender

Taber

New law puts counties 
in charge of process

Turn to FOXCONN on Page 7A

Turn to OFFENDER on Page 6A

Absorbing the blow
Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

The sun sets behind the trees as fog rises up from the Rock River on Wednesday at Monterey Park in Janesville.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen it gets cold in the upper Midwest, 
many residents’ thoughts turn to sci-
ence.

OK, maybe not. They mostly turn to Florida, but 

never mind.

A tiny percentage of residents’ thoughts turn to 

science—or more accurately, to finding out every-

thing we always wanted to know about winter.

How slow is molasses in January? Is it possible 

to make maple syrup candy, a la Laura Ingalls 

Wilder? Can a frozen banana be used as a ham-

mer? Will a balloon that is inflated inside shrink 

in the cold air outside? How long will it take for a 

brat and beer to freeze outside, and will a reporter 

Don’t try  
this at home

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Gazette reporter Neil Johnson holds a bottle of frozen 
beer upside down after leaving the bottle outside in the 
snow. See video of the experiments at gazettextra.
com/multimedia.

How slow is molasses in this cold? 
We tested it so you don’t have to

RELATED
• Time crunch at the courthouse: 

After postponing proceedings Monday, Wednesday 
and today, the Rock County Courthouse will have a 
packed schedule once the weather allows it./3A

Turn to TRY on Page 6A

Power outages  
began a record-cold 

day in Janesville

Turn to RECORD on Page 6A

Underwater

quick kicks
FESTIVALS

Frigid fun

The cold weather isn’t going 

away any time soon, so you 

might as well celebrate. 

And what better 

place than Lake 

Geneva’s nine-day 

Winterfest, 
which 
continues 

now through 

Sunday, Feb. 3, at locations 

throughout the downtown area.

Taking center stage is the 

annual U.S. National Snow 

Sculpting Championships, which 

features 15 teams from around 

the country competing for a 

national title. In addition, the 

popular event features the in-

teractive Ice Castles, helicopter 

rides, live music, magic shows, a 

chili cook-off, a cocoa crawl and 

much more.
For more information, visit 

lakegeneva.com/winterfest.

HOBBIES

Blade runners

Beginning woodworkers can 

sharpen their skills with a 

three-part  “Introduction 

to Wood Carving” pro-

gram that starts at 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 5, at Trinity 

Episcopal’s Ortmayer Hall, 

419 E. Court St., Janesville.

Hosted by Rock 

River Valley Carvers of 

Wisconsin, the class also 

takes place on Tuesdays, 

Feb. 19 and March 5. Cost 

is $20 and includes mate-
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Food & Drink

Addition of Dubai brings more 

Mediterranean cuisine to State 

Street in Madison. Page 6C

New Shedd exhibit  

is fantasy snorkeling 

trip on dry land

Photos by Brenna Hernandez

Among the species featured in the Shedd Aquarium’s colorful new ‘Underwater Beauty’ exhibit in 

Chicago are: (above) ribbon eels, (top lower left) maxima clams, (middle lower left) weedy seadragons 

and (bottom lower left) spotted trunkfish.

Underwater
beauty

IF YOU GO

What: “Underwater 

Beauty” exhibit
ough late 

Beauties of the deep
Exhibit at Chicago’s Shedd 

Aquarium highlights some of 

the more aesthetically pleasing 

aquatic species. kicks, inside
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