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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•George L. Brandeen
•Dale Lee Burkett
•Pastor James Hendrikson
•Robert W. Hiller Sr.
•Robert E. Kleinsmith
•Elaine A. (Pedretti) Kubiak

•Lisa M. Marko
•Lisa Mayfield
•Lois Ruth Neher
•Raymond Patrick  
“Ray” O’Leary

•Earlene M. (Carmin) Olsen
•Daniel J. “Dan” Schuler
•Stephen A. Sippy
•Mildred T. Wedel

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 58  

A stray  
thunderstorm
More on 11A

Goose chase
The city of Janesville is 

looking for volunteer dog 

owners to let their pets 

chase nuisance geese  

off city trails and park 

properties. Page 3A

Brewers stumble
Twins pull away with a 

four-run sixth inning in 

Sunday’s series finale to 

win 8-2 and take two out 

of three from the Brewers 

in Milwaukee. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........24 +7 14,882
Deaths ........0 0 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....9 (March 30) +5 (from March 23)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 23%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

JANESVILLE

I
t was a sound more felt in the bones than 
heard.

The power of 70 voices in synchronization 
behind cloth face masks, almost humming, 
chanting the Lord’s Prayer in unison on Eas-

ter Sunday at Asbury United Methodist Church in 

Janesville.

A cosmic rumble, like a tireless engine com-

ing back to life. The church congregation, praying, 

reunited under one roof.

For the first time in 55 weeks—more than a solid 

year since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic—the 

small church on the city’s south side met in the stone 

and wood sanctuary for a regular, inside, in-person 

service.

SUNDAY REVIVAL

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
A congregation member watches as Asbury United Methodist Church minister Will Jewson plays a trumpet alongside church saxophonist Con-
nie Nelson and church drummer Wendy Anderson-Markow in a jazz instrumental of a religious hymn at the church on Easter Sunday morning 
in Janesville.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Hemp 1848 employee Anna 

Bailey sat at the counter at the 

Hemp and CBD products shop 

at Uptown Janesville on Satur-

day afternoon, stuffing crushed 

hemp flowers into cone-shaped, 

prerolled paper joints.

The pungent-smelling hemp 

flowers had been sprayed with 

liquid, concentrated Delta-8-

THC, a chemical compound that 

can give those who use it a psy-

choactive high similar to Delta-9-

THC—the high-inducing chemi-

cal in marijuana.

The major difference between 

the sprayed hemp Bailey was 

packaging up and regular pot is 

that pot’s active ingredient, Del-

ta-9-THC, is a federal controlled 

substance that remains illegal 

to sell, possess and consume in 

Wisconsin.

But Delta-8-THC—known 

more informally as “D-8”—is 

derived from pot’s legal cousin, 

hemp. That makes D-8-THC legal 

under a loophole under the 2018 

Farm Bill rules that govern the 

production, sale and use of legal 

hemp products.

And while experts say D-8 

products are a tetrahydrocan-

nabinoid that can deliver a high 

that’s milder, but similar to regu-

lar pot, D-8 is currently lawful to 

sell, possess and use, officials say.

Some local shops that sell the 

legal, non-intoxicating, hemp- 

derived chemical cannibidiol, 

or CBD, in recent months have 

added to their shelves a variety 

‘We’re  
trying  

to help’

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Who should run the state’s 

education department?

Should we allow all-terrain 

vehicles on rural roads?

Who will represent us in our 

local governments?

Those questions will be 

decided by the relatively few who 

turn out for the annual nonparti-

san spring election Tuesday.

Rock County Clerk Lisa 

Tollefson said it’s hard to predict 

turnout this time around, but she 

ventured a guess of 30% of eligi-

ble county voters.

One wild card is the state-

wide race for superintendent of 

public instruction. Democratic 

and Republican party organiza-

tions have been promoting their 

favorites in the race, which could 

mobilize partisan voters.

Another question is how many 

people will turn out in Orford-

ville and the towns of Avon, Cen-

ter, Plymouth and Union for 

advisory referendums regarding 

ATVs and UTVs on rural roads.

The ATV vote won’t decide the 

issue, but it will tell local govern-

ing boards what their residents 

think.

And there are contested races 

for city councils, school boards 

and town and village boards. 

To see what’s on your ballot, go 

online to myvote.wi.gov.

Another question mark Tues-

day will be the effect of the pan-

demic.

“I’m seeing more people turn-

ing to in-person voting as they 

feel more comfortable,” Tollefson 

said, noting the increasing num-

bers of local residents who have 

Wisconsin voters will choose next state superintendent
ON THE BALLOT

To see The Gazette’s cover-
age of local candidates and ref-
erendums, go online to gazette 
xtra.com/election.

By Neil Johnson • njohnson@gazettextra.com At Asbury, 92% of church 

members reported in a church 

survey they’ve been vaccinated 

against COVID-19. The inocula-

tion is why the church’s spiritual 

leader, Pastor Will Jewson, said 

Asbury decided to end a more 

than yearlong church quaran-

tine and reopen a sanctuary 

that has been shuttered months 

except for virtual services.

Jewson, who hand writes his 

sermons in manuscript form, 

for months has mailed his 

weekly sermons to some mem-

bers who’ve been shut in with no 

internet.

After long consultation with 

the church’s conference and 

a balancing test of Methodist 

church founder John Wesley’s 

three axioms: “Do no harm; do 

good; stay in love with God,” 

Jewson decided his church 

needed to get back to meeting in 

person for Sunday services.

A few days prior, Jewson 

talked with The Gazette.

“We’re trying to take one 

more step at a time back toward 

a bit of normalcy. I think if I can 

describe it in any way, it’s a feel-

ing of relief. I hope that’s what 

people feel,” he said.

Jewson started the service by 

telling his parishioners, a group 

collectively tilting toward old 

age, something he’d waited more 

Vaccines help church hold in-person Easter service after more than a year away

CBD seller adding  
hemp-derived,  
high-inducing  

chemical to products

Local races, referendums 
also on area ballots
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