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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Emilene “Mickey” Aaberg
•Sandra M. Brieschke
•Katharine B. Findley
•Tina Marie Gonzales- 
Graske

•Violet J. Jasensky
•Juanita J. Jensen
•Thomas “Tom” Jones
•Lucy Ellen Maves
•David William Olson

•Claron “Sid” J. Peck
•Ida M. Potter
•Victor E. Sopher
•Donald “Jake” L. Umnus

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 22 | Low 9  

Mostly sunny 
and much colder

More on 7A

No ‘witch hunt’
Watchdog: FBI did not 

act with political bias,  

was justified in opening  

investigation between 

Trump campaign and 

Russia. Page 6B

Bucks roll on
Giannis scores 32 and 

grabs 15 rebounds 

as Milwaukee downs  

Orlando, 110-101, to 

collect 15th straight 

win. Page 1B
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
The commander of the Wisconsin 

National Guard agreed to resign at Gov. 
Tony Evers’ request Monday, following 
the release of a scathing federal report 
that found the Guard defied federal law, 
regulations and policies for years over 
the handling of soldiers’ sexual assault 
and harassment complaints.

The report from the National Guard 
Bureau in Washington, D.C., found the 
Guard allowed internal investigations 
in defiance of federal law as well as 
Department of Defense and bureau pol-
icy; investigators falsely presented them-
selves as working for the federal bureau; 
case records were mismanaged; and 
Guard sexual assault response policies 
were not in compliance with federal reg-
ulations for more than five years.

Evers’ office said in a statement that 
the governor asked the Guard’s top 
leader, Maj. Gen. Donald Dunbar, to 

resign hours before his 
administration released 
the report Monday after-
noon. Dunbar agreed to 
step down on Dec. 31.

Evers appointed Brig. 
Gen. Gary Ebben—the 
assistant adjutant gen-
eral of the Wisconsin 
Air National Guard—as 
interim commander and 
will choose a perma-
nent replacement, his 
office said. The governor 
also ordered the Guard 
to implement all of the 
report’s recommenda-
tions by September.

“I am extremely upset 
and concerned with the 

... findings,” Evers said in a statement. 
“Our service members deserve to be safe 
and supported while carrying out their 
important mission.”

Wisconsin National Guard spokes-
man Joe Trovato referred a request for 
comment to Evers’ office.

Dunbar is the nation’s longest-serv-
ing state National Guard commander. 
He was appointed in 2007 by then-Gov. 
Jim Doyle, a Democrat. He has earned 
numerous commendations, including 
the Legion of Merit award for excep-
tional command performance. But the 
Guard has been shaken by recent alle-
gations of officers brushing off sex-
ual assault complaints and retaliating 
against victims for reporting incidents.

Evers and U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin 
asked the National Guard Bureau in 
March to review the Wisconsin National 
Guard’s sexual assault reporting and 
investigative protocols. The bureau 
spent nearly seven months on the review, 
meeting with more than 1,600 Guard 
leaders and members.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Four-year-old Ta’nyiah Gonzalez ran 

up the stairs of her grandma’s two-floor 

duplex, racing ahead of two Slumberland 

Furniture deliverymen who arrived Mon-

day morning bearing an early Christmas 

gift.

“Up! Up! Up to my room!” the little girl 

shouted down to the deliverymen.

The men lugged up the stairs a new 

mattress, box spring and frame—a gift 

for Ta’nyiah through “Homes for the Hol-

idays,” a mattress giveaway the Janesville 

Slumberland store orchestrates every 

December for families in need.

Ta’nyiah already had picked out a spot 
for the mattress. She’d even moved her 
small “Frozen” card table and chairs to 
the hallway to make room for her new bed.

Ta’nyiah has shared a bed with her 
grandmother, Donna Gonzalez, since 
August, when the two moved here to an 
apartment owned by a family member off 
Harvard Court.

The 67-year-old Gonzalez and her pre-
school-age granddaughter came from the 
west side of Chicago, where Gonzalez had 
lived her whole life. She finally had to flee 
the city’s gun violence after her daughter 
Tierra Gonzalez—Ta‘nyiah’s mother—was 
shot in the back and killed in April 2018.

Ta’nyiah doesn’t call Gonzalez 
“Grandma.” She calls her “Mom.”

“It’s a gift and a blessing to be where we 

are now, here. I have some peace, and today 

a little girl has a bed. We came here with 

nothing, but it will be all right. We’re living. 

I feel peace,” Gonzalez said Monday morn-

ing as her two dogs and two cats milled 

around the living room of her apartment.

Upstairs, Ta’nyiah, home from pre-

school with the sniffles, sat on her new 

bed. She was perched in a colorful tent she 

begged Gonzalez to pop up on the bed even 

before Gonzalez had a chance to make up 

the bed with sheets and a blanket.

Peggy Libson operates Slumberland 

and runs the Milton Avenue store’s mat-

tress giveaway with the help of local non-

profits, who suggest families in need of 

beds. Libson and her employees delivered 
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Four-year-old Ta’nyiah Gonzalez bounces on her new bed from Slumberland Furniture in Janesville on Monday. The girl lives with her grand-
mother, who moved to Janesville from Chicago after the girl’s mother was killed.

Resting a tad easier
Gift of new bed comforts family who came to Janesville to escape Chicago violence

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF HARMONY

Community leaders in the 

town of Harmony are exam-

ining next steps regarding the 

placement of sex offenders in 

the former Pine Tree Inn.

The building at 4544 W. 

Highway 14, Janesville, is run 

by the Jessie Crawford Recov-

ery Center. The organization’s 

website says the building 

serves as a recovery center for 

people with mental health and 

substance abuse issues.

The township recently 

discovered multiple sex offend-

ers are living in the building, 

town board 

Chairman Jeff 

Klenz said.

The origi-

nal conditional 

use permit for 

the facility was 

for a motel, but 

the building is 

being operated 

as a rehab center, Klenz said.

“Because it is no longer 

being used as a motel, they are 

in violation of the conditional 
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Town board to consider sex offender ordinance
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The former Pine Tree Inn, which the Harmony Town Board says is now 
being used to house several sex offenders.

Jeff Klenz
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