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In a shirt reading “1972,” a 

nod to the year the U.S. Supreme 

Court ruled on Roe v. Wade, con-

gressional candidate Ann Roe, 

D-Wis., shared with supporters 

at Lower Courthouse Park in 

downtown Janesville her shock 

at the news it could be over-

turned.

Addressing a crowd of about 

30, Roe said the 1972 ruling cre-

ated a constitutionally man-

dated protection of a woman’s 

choice to abortion.

“I am joined by women and 

men today, as you see, we are 

experiencing a similar feeling 

of shock and grief,” she said.

Roe suggested the court’s 

potential coming move is too 

political and shifts health deci-

sions from women to lawmak-

ers.

“It is wrong for politicians to 

dictate to women how to make 

their own medical decisions,” 

she said. “It comes down to 

this—we need to trust women.”

Pressing her argument, Roe 

said most of those impacted 

would be low-income and 

minority women.

“When women do not have 

the freedom to control their 

own lives, they are robbed of 

their futures,” she said.

Roe went on to contrast her 

views with those of her congres-

sional opponent, incumbent 

Republican Rep. Bryan Steil.

“My opponent stated his 

support for overturning Roe v. 

Wade,” Roe said, citing a recent 

tweet reaffirming a view Steil 

held in 2020.

In a statement Wednesday 

to The Gazette, Steil’s team 

announced he is proudly pro-

life and said abortion decisions 

should fall to states.

“If the leaked opinion is 
adopted by the Supreme Court 
it will allow voters and elected 
officials in each state to deter-
mine abortion laws in their 
jurisdictions,” Steil’s statement 
read.

Roe rallies for abortion status quo
Democrat describes ‘shock and grief ’ 

over leaked high court opinion

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
U.S. First Congressional District candidate Ann Roe of Janesville, a Democrat, speaks during a news conference she held at the Lower Courthouse 
Park in Janesville to address the leaked draft opinion that suggests the U.S. Supreme Court will overturn Roe v. Wade.

U.S. First Congressional District candidate Ann Roe, a Democrat from 
Janesville, speaks during a news conference she held at Lower Court-
house Park in Janesville to address the leaked draft opinion that sug-
gests the U.S. Supreme Court will overturn Roe v. Wade.

RELATED
• Explainer: A law on the state’s 

books from the 19th century would outlaw 
abortion if the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turns the federal Roe v. Wade decision, but 
some Democrats are preparing to challenge 
the law’s legitimacy./Page 2A
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MADISON
For the second time in 

as many weeks, a judge 

on Wednesday ordered 

that records related to the 

Republican-ordered inves-

tigation funded by tax-

payers into the 2020 elec-

tion in Wisconsin not be 

deleted, saying she was 

“amazed” such an order 

was necessary.

Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos hired 

former Wisconsin Supreme 

Court Justice Michael 

Gableman to investigate 

the election won by Pres-

ident Joe Biden. Vos last 

month extended Gable-

man’s contract beyond its 

April 30 end-date, citing 

ongoing legal challenges to 

subpoenas he has issued. 

Vos and Gableman are also 

defendants in three open 

records lawsuits filed by 

the liberal watchdog group 

American Oversight.

Dane County Circuit 

Judge Frank Remington on 

April 21 ordered Gableman 

“not to delete or destroy 

any record that is or may be 

responsive” to the group’s 

open records requests. 

Remington made the order 

after Gableman’s attorney 

told American Oversight 

that it “routinely deletes 

documents and text mes-

sages that are not of use to 

the investigation.”

On Wednesday, another 

judge issued a similar 

order directed at Vos not to 

destroy records collected 

during a three-month 

period requested by Amer-

ican Oversight, saying he 

has control over Gableman 

since he contracted with 

him to do the work.

“I don’t want any 

records destroyed,” Dane 

County Circuit Judge  

Valerie Bailey-Rihn said. 

“I’m frankly amazed that I 

have to say, ‘Don’t destroy 

records that are subject to 

an open records request,’ 

By Kevin Murphy

Special to the Gazette

MADISON
A former Mercyhealth vice pres-

ident who stole more than $3 mil-

lion from her employer by orches-

trating a kickback scheme with a 

vendor was sentenced Wednes-

day in federal court to 3.5 years in 

prison and ordered to make resti-

tution.

Barbara Bortner, 58, a Janesville 

native, had worked her way up to 

vice president of marketing and 

public relations after more than 30 

years with the regional healthcare 

system.

She lived a comfortable life with 

her husband and four children, 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Aaron Weg-

ner wrote in a memo to the court. 

Despite her accomplishments and 

a $300,000 annual salary, she 

wanted more money for nicer cars, 

vacations and gifts to charities.

Bortner’s attorney filed a sen-

tencing memo that was under seal 

and not available to the public.

She has been set to report to 

prison Aug. 2.

District Judge William Conley 

said he wasn’t sentencing Bortner 

to prison for rehabilitation needs, 

but to deter her and others from 

embezzling from their employ-

ers. While prison doesn’t seem to 

deter drug addicts and those who 

commit crimes of opportunity, 

it’s more effective in white collar 

crime, where individuals calculate 

the risks versus the rewards of their 

conduct, he said.

Between February 2015 and 

2020, Ryan Weckerly, of Sycamore, 

Illinois, wrote Bortner 103 checks 

totaling $2.1 million as a result of 

their scheme, in which she would 

submit inflated invoices for mar-

keting services he performed for 

MercyHealth. He also gave her 

more than $1 million in cash, Weck-

erly said, during his plea hearing in 

November. Bortner would approve 

the invoices and Weckerly would 

kickback some of the proceeds.

Bortner gets 
3.5 years 

for kickback 
scheme

Former Mercyhealth exec 
also owes restitution

Judge to Vos: Do not delete requested records
Group has sought 

information related 
to election probe
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Senior salute
The Parker Arts Academy will 

send off its graduating seniors 

with this year’s spring play, 

‘Anastasia,’ which is set to open 

Friday night. kicks, Page 8B

Rowdy’s night
Brewers first baseman Rowdy Tellez 

broke the franchise record for RBI  

in a game with eight, including a 

grand slam, against the Reds in  

an 18-4 victory. Page 1B
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