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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 65  

A damaging  
afternoon t-storm

More on 7A

Happy birthday, Moose
On his 31st birthday, Brewers 

third baseman Mike Moustakas 

hit a pair of home runs, including 

a go-ahead two-run blast, in a 7-5 

win over Miami. Page 1B
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quick kicks

FESTIVALS

Go see the ‘crows

Scare up a good time during 

the 19th annual Scarecrow 

Fest from 9 a.m. to 

10 p.m. Saturday, 

Sept. 14, in down-

town Dela-
van.

The free 

festival features 

activities such as 

pumpkin decorating, 

face painting, hayride 

tours, scarecrow build-

ing and a petting zoo. There will 

be food trucks, local vendors, 

and live entertainment, as well. 

A duck raffle fundraiser 

also is planned, and through-

out September, an exhibit titled 

“Scarecrows on Parade” will 

appear downtown. Prizes will be 

awarded to scarecrows that earn  

the most votes.

For more information, go to 

VisitDelavan.com.

FOOD & DRINK

Fall pheasant feast

Brat season is definitely 

underway. Here’s hoping you’re 

hungry.
Satisfy your protein crav-

ings from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-

urday, Sept. 14, 

with $1 pheasant 

brats at MacFar-

lane Pheasants’ 

Brat Fall Festival, 

2821 S. Highway 

51, Janesville.
During the 

kicks
Food & Drink

Livick: Madison’s 107 State Street 

faces stiff competition for share of 

downtown dining market. Page 6C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Have you ever 

been told you could burn water?

When it comes to kitchen 

skills, do yours begin and end 

with how well you do dishes?

Do members of your family know it’s 

dinner time when the smoke alarms go 

off?

If you answered “yes” to any of 

these, fear not. Chef Ace Champion is 

here to help.

Take your first step toward “Cook-

ing Like A. Champion” by attending 

‘Cook 
like A. 
Champion’

‘Cook 
like A. 
Champion’
Celebrity chef plans Janesville stop for Delivering Bags of Hope fundraiser
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Knives out
Celebrity chef to teach 

skills and techniques 

for fundraiser at the 

Armory. kicks, inside

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city is looking to modify 

its plans for Monterey lagoon res-

toration after cutting ties with a 

contractor who had raised con-

cerns about the quality and con-

tamination of lagoon soil.

The city ended its contract 

with Drax of Madison on Sept. 4. 

Drax President Andrew Langum 

told the city his company would 

not continue with plans to use 

soil from the lagoon to build a 

peninsula. The city in a letter 

called that a “breach of the con-

tract.”

The soil was exposed after the 

Monterey Dam was removed and 

the lagoon drained in summer 

2018. Langum told The Gazette 

his company wanted to con-

tinue running tests on the soil 

so the city could make an edu-

cated decision on how to handle 

lagoon restoration.

Drax earlier this year hired 

Soils and Engineering Services 

of Madison to run tests on soil 

from the lagoon and found it 

was contaminated with “a sig-

nificant amount of toxins and a 

list of heavy metals,” according to 

a July report shared with the city.

The city’s plan had been to 

pile the contaminated soil from 

the lagoon into a peninsula and 

cover it with several inches of 

clean soil. On a city diagram of 

the peninsula, it is labeled as 

“lawn & picnic area.”

Another  
dam problem

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The city of Janesville has ended its relationship 
with a contractor that had been hired to create 
a peninsula and water feature using soil exposed 
after the Monterey Dam was removed. The city  
is considering what to do next with the area.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Chris Hoff of Bjoin Limestone breaks up concrete along the Rock River 
near Monterey Park on Wednesday. Bjoin has taken over some work  
Madison-based contractor Drax was supposed to do around the park.

City, Monterey lagoon contractor part ways after company balks at peninsula plan

Panel, if formed, would study 
nursing home’s operations

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The future of Rock Haven, Rock Coun-

ty’s nursing home, could be in the cross-

hairs if county officials create a new 

committee to study it.

At its Sept. 26 meeting, the Rock County 

Board will consider forming an ad hoc 

committee to examine current operations 

and determine if the county should con-

tinue operating the facility, officials said.

Supervisors Yuri Rashkin of District 15 

and Rick Richard of District 9 both pro-

posed looking into Rock Haven. The pro-

posal before the board combines their two 

committees into one.

Rock County Administrator Josh Smith 

said the idea to examine Rock Haven’s oper-

ations arose after a longtime employee 

was fired and eventually reinstated after 

a grievance hearing.

“I think it did raise the conversation of 

the nursing home again and maybe some 

thoughts of looking at this more closely,” 

Smith said.

Rashkin said he wanted the board 

to look into Rock Haven because of the 

nursing home’s handling of the grievance, 

which stemmed from an accusation that 

the employee was stealing toilet paper 

from the facility. The grievance process 

cost the county more than $12,000 in legal 

fees.

Rashkin wants the county to focus on 

the procedures and culture at Rock Haven, 

which was built in 2013.

“It is our responsibility, as an oversight 

body, to make sure that something that is 

in our care and is our responsibility is run 

Proposed committee would examine Rock Haven’s future

First lady influenced 
move, president said

By Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The federal government will 

act to ban thousands of flavors 

used in e-cigarettes, President 

Donald Trump said Wednesday, 

responding to a recent surge 

in underage vaping that has 

alarmed parents, politicians and 

health authorities nationwide.

The surprise White House 

announcement could remake 

the multibillion-dollar vaping 

industry, which has been driven 

by sales of flavored nicotine for-

mulas such as “grape slushie” 

and “strawberry cotton candy.”

The Food and Drug Admin-

istration will develop guide-

lines to remove from the mar-

ket all e-cigarette flavors except 

tobacco, Health and Human Ser-

vices Secretary Alex Azar told 

reporters during an Oval Office 

appearance with the president, 

first lady Melania Trump and the 

acting FDA commissioner, Ned 

Sharpless.

Trump, whose son Barron 

is 13 years old, said vaping has 

become such a problem that he 

wants parents to be aware of 

Trump 
targets 
vaping 
flavors

Turn to PROBLEM on Page 7A

Turn to HAVEN on Page 7A

Turn to FLAVORS on Page 7A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=f4f6ba84-2931-5e14-ad06-f5245dee62d6
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=f4f6ba84-2931-5e14-ad06-f5245dee62d6
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=f4f6ba84-2931-5e14-ad06-f5245dee62d6
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=f4f6ba84-2931-5e14-ad06-f5245dee62d6

