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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Jon A. Fischer
•Patrick Michael Fleming
•Arthur “Art” Howe
•Robert P. “Buzz” Janes
•Robert I. Larsen
•Cai-Yun Tan

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 40 | Low 28  

Not as cold
More on 7A

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A worker drives a front-end loader full of mud from the area that was home to the Monterey Dam in Janesville on Thursday. According to City 
Engineer Tim Whittaker, the work today included excavation and grading around the wetland area and transition into the park. This also includes 
preparation for storm sewer installation.

Makeover continues in area around former Monterey Dam

By Elliott Spagat and Colleen Long

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO
The U.S. government kept a da-

tabase on journalists, activists, or-

ganizers and “instigators” during 

an investigation into last year’s 

migrant caravan, infuriating civil 

liberties and media groups who 

called it a blatant violation of free 

speech rights.

U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection compiled information 

on dozens of people that included 

passport and social media photos, 

dates of birth, personal informa-

tion, and their suspected role in the 

caravan. Some of the people on the 

list were denied entry into Mexico 

and had their passports flagged or 

visas revoked.

On Thursday, officials said the 

department’s independent watch-

dog was looking into the database 

and stressed that journalists were 

not targeted based on their occu-

pation or reporting.

“CBP has policies in place that 

prohibit discrimination against 

arriving travelers and has specific 

provisions regarding encounters 

with journalists,” said Andrew 

Meehan, assistant commissioner 

of public affairs.

The database was revealed 

Wednesday by San Diego TV 

Caravan 
dossiers 
attract 

scrutiny

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Two lives saved, one suspect 

in custody. Not bad for a day’s 
work.

Nine Janesville police offi-
cers were honored Thursday 
night for keeping cool heads 
in perilous circumstances last 

April 3 on the city’s 

south side.

They were all called 

to the scene of a bloody 

domestic situation and 

a man with a gun.

The first thing they 

encountered at 1807 S. 

Osborne St. was a man 

with a bloody head 

wound. Another man had hit 

him with the butt of a shotgun, 

said Sgt. Chad Pearson, one of 

the officers responding to the 

scene.

Then they heard a 

woman yelling for help. 

Through a doorway, 

they saw Laurie Ruosch 

bleeding profusely 

from a wound to the 

upper thigh, Pearson 

said.

Officers did not 

know if the man with 

the gun was still in the 

house.

They decided to go get her 

and formed a “react team,” as 

they had been trained to do, 

Pearson said.

They dragged the woman 

out of the house and took cover 

alongside a car in the driveway, 

where two officers applied a 

tourniquet, Pearson said.

The car was no shield. 

Bullets can penetrate a car, 

so the officers considered 

themselves still in peril. Other 

officers stood by with assault 

weapons pointed at the house 

to respond to any threat.

Ruosch had been shot at 

close range, probably by a slug 

from a shotgun, Pearson said. 

Nine Janesville officers honored for life-saving efforts

Pearson

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

A review of hundreds of pages 

of Milton School District docu-

ments provides context to an in-

vestigation into administrator 

compensation now unfolding 

behind closed doors.

The documents show some 

payments made to district 

administrators did not receive 

approval from the district’s di-

rector of business services. They 

also reveal another payment 

made to Superintendent Tim 

Schigur that has not been dis-

cussed publicly.

Through an open records 

request, The Gazette obtained 

access to:

 � Documents granting sti-

pends and bonuses to school 

district administrative employ-

ees between Jan. 1, 2013, and 

Feb. 10, 2019.

 � Documents granting 

Stipend suspense envelops Milton

 Æ Three people were hurt 
in domestic disturbance 

police handled last spring

Government profiled 
members of group, 

including journalists

Turn to POLICE on Page 6ATurn to CARAVAN on Page 6A

Documents add  
context to disputeBy Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

MILTON

A hired investigator found 

that Milton School Board 

President Tom Westrick violat-

ed school board policy—but not 

state law—when he signed off 

last fall on a $10,500 stipend 

to Superintendent Tim Schigur 

without board review and ap-

proval.

Madison-based attorney Lori 

Lubinsky said Westrick did 
not “intentionally” break 
board policy in granting 
the stipends. Lubinsky 
was hired last month to 
investigate three payouts 
to administrators and a 
district employee, two of 
which Westrick approved.

School board mem-
bers have been advised by legal 
counsel not to discuss the inves-
tigation until Lubinsky says the 
district can release a full report. 
The board met in closed session 

Thursday night to dis-

cuss the investigation’s 

findings and Lubinsky’s 

report. The board voted 

4-3 to discuss the report 

in closed session.

A crowd of about 50 

people waited to learn 

what the board would dis-

close publicly. When the 

board, Lubinsky and the district’s 

attorney, Shana Lewis, emerged 

from the two-hour closed session, 

Investigator: Westrick violated board policy—not state law

Turner rallies past Edgerton
Edgerton’s boys basketball team led 
Beloit Turner with a few minutes to go, 
but the Trojans finished the game on an 
11-1 run to beat the Crimson Tide and 
advance to a sectional championship 
game Saturday. Page 1B

Construction blueprint
Gov. Tony Evers’ budget proposal 
includes $2 billion of borrowing 
for multiple construction  
projects statewide, including at 
UW System schools. Page 2A

Westrick

Turn to DOCUMENTS on Page 7ATurn to REPORT on Page 7A
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