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Two men arrested
A report of an armed man 

and gunfire resulted in 

the arrest of two men 

early Friday on Janesville’s 

west side. Page 6A

Groups sign memo
Three social service groups 

signed a memorandum 

of understanding Friday 

that they hope will improve 

their cooperative efforts. 

Page 3A

A spot at state?
The Elkhorn and Beloit Turner 

boys basketball teams  

are both hoping to overcome 

underdog status today in WIAA 

sectional finals and win a 

chance to go to state. Page 1B

A solitary pursuit

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Beloit man who par-

ticipated in the shooting 

death of a 5-year-old boy in 

Beloit three years ago got 

nearly the maximum sen-

tence in Rock County Court 

on Friday.

J u d g e  M i c h a e l 

Haakenson said he wanted 

to send a message to those 

who would commit gun vi-

olence or take the law into 

their own hands.

“We have a problem with 

gun violence in our commu-

nity,” Haakenson said.

Haakenson sentenced 

Eric Salazar-Mota, 24, to 

14 years in prison followed 

by 10 years of supervision. 

The maximum was 15 years 

plus 10.

Salazar-Mota is one of 

four men charged in the 

drive-by shooting. He and 

two others, Isaac Torres 

and Hugo Martinez, had 

pleaded guilty to party to 

second-degree reckless ho-

micide.

The man who pulled the 

trigger, Sergio R. Ortiz, 26, 

pleaded guilty to first-de-

gree reckless homicide and 

was sentenced Nov. 9 to the 

maximum 40 years in pris-

on plus 20 years of extended 

supervision.

Friday’s sentencing in-

cluded tearful statements 

from the mother and a 

grandmother of Austin 

Ramos Jr., who was killed 

while riding in a vehicle 

driven by his father on Jan. 

22, 2016.

Both women called for a 

maximum sentence.

Ramos’ mother, Jasmin 

Martinez, said the sound of 

the school bus each morn-

ing reminds her that her 

son will never take it. And 

his toys remain upstairs 

where they were when he 

died.

“I don’t just blame 

Ortiz. I blame all of them 

because they didn’t stand 

up,” Martinez said.

Salazar-Mota’s brother, 

Victor Salazar, apologized 

on behalf of his family. He 

said both families were 

hurt by the killing and that 

his brother brought “great 

shame” on his family and 

community.

Victor pleaded for a 

less-than-maximum sen-

tence, saying his brother is 

young and has the potential 

for a productive future, and 

his family would support 

him.

The victim’s father was 

the target of gang members 

who were seeking revenge 

for a killing by a rival gang, 

authorities have said.

The father had been a 

member of the rival gang 

but no longer belonged at 

the time of the shooting, 

police have said.

Assistant District 

A t t o r n e y  M a s o n 

Braunschweig said Salazar-

Mota shares blame because 

he failed to say or do any-

thing to stop the killing and 

because he encouraged it.

An informant—appar-

ently one of the two in 

the drive-by vehicle who 

were not charged—quoted 

Salazar-Mota as saying as 

they got in the SUV, “Oh, we 

should catch a body today.”

Defense attorney Ed 

Borda suggested his client 

was not the one to say those 

words, saying witnesses 

Killing of boy 
brings long 

prison sentence

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Defense attorney Ed Borda, right, addresses Judge Michael 
Haakenson for his client, Eric Salazar-Mota, on Friday during 
his sentencing at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville.

14 years in prison 
will be followed by 
10 years supervision

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

The pace of hiring in the United 

States fell last month to its lowest 

point in nearly a year and a half, a 

surprise drop likely reflecting harsh 

weather and other temporary factors 

that led most economists to see the 

slowdown as a temporary blip.

Employers added just 20,000 jobs, 

down from a blockbuster 311,000 in 

January. Even with February’s ane-

mic gain, job growth over the past 

three months has averaged a solid 

186,000, enough to lower the unem-

ployment rate over time.

And average hourly pay surged 

3.4 percent from a year earlier—the 

sharpest year-over-year increase in 

a decade. The unemployment rate 

also dropped to 3.8 percent, near the 

lowest level in five decades, from 4 

percent in January.

All told, Friday’s monthly employ-

ment report from the government 

pointed to a still-sturdy job market 

and economy.

“The U.S. labor market is still in 

good shape,” said Gus Faucher, chief 

economist at PNC Financial. “Slower 

job growth was expected after huge 

average gains of better than 250,000 

over the preceding four months. Job 

growth should bounce back in March 

and through the rest of this year.”

Last month’s pullback in hiring 

does follow signs that U.S. economic 

growth is probably slowing because 

of a weaker global economy, a trade 

war between the United States and 

China, and signs of caution among 

American consumers. Those factors 

have led many analysts to forecast 

anemic growth in the first three 

months of this year.

But most economists still cau-

tioned against reading too much 

into February’s sluggish pace of hir-

ing. The monthly employment data 

can be volatile. During the nearly 

decade-long recovery from the Great 

Recession, job growth has some-

times plunged in a single month—to 

15,000 in May 2016, for example, and 

to 18,000 in September 2017—only 

to rebound to healthy levels in the 

months that followed.

And February’s increase in av-

erage pay suggests that businesses 

are stepping up their efforts to at-

tract and keep workers. The year-

over-year increase of 3.4 percent in 

February is up from a corresponding 

figure of just 2.6 percent a year ago.

Julia Pollak, a labor economist 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The sun sets behind an ice fisherman waiting for a bite at Traxler Park on Friday evening. 
The forecast is not kind to ice fishermen with heavy rains likely today and temperatures 
rising into the 50s by Wednesday. Full forecast on Page 7A. 

Hiring falls but wages jump
US wages rise 3.4%,  

most in a decade

By Kate Ackley

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

With passage of HR 1, 

House Democrats’ political 

money, ethics and voting 

overhaul, the mammoth 

proposal now heads exclu-

sively to the 2020 campaign 

trail, where candidates in 

both parties say they be-

lieve their message will woo 

voters.

The House passed the 

measure 234-193 Friday 

morning. But Senate 

Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell, the bill’s op-

ponent in chief, has as-

sured his side he plans to 

officially ignore it in his 

chamber, refusing to bring 

it for a vote even as the 

Kentucky Republican said 

Wednesday that he be-

lieved his party could win 

elections against people 

who support it.

Despite its expected 

doom in the Senate, Sen. 

Tom Udall, D-N.M., said 

he is planning to unroll 

his version of the pack-

age Wednesday and will 

seek Democratic and 

Republican co-sponsors. 

Even if it somehow were to 

pass the Senate, President 

Donald Trump has threat-

ened to veto it, and business 

and conservative interests 

Sweeping 
overhaul 

passed by  
House Dems

But McConnell 
says he will ignore it
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