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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

On the south side of town, Friendly 

Tap was serving customers, and the bar-

tender was already calculating whether 

she would be meeting Gov. Tony Evers’ 

new COVID-19 crowd limit rules set to 

take effect Thursday.

On one hand, bartender Nicole White 

said, it would be unusual at noon for the 

neighborhood bar on Rockport Road to 

reach the upper limit of Evers’ 25% crowd 

capacity for most indoor public places.

But in the evenings or at special 

events like a recent raffle drawing, the 

bar might draw enough people to rub up 

against the state’s new limit.

The Friendly Tap since May has 

viewed a 50% capacity recommenda-

tion from the Rock County Public Health 

Department as a rule of thumb for its 

own COVID-era occupancy limit. The 

bar would cap itself at 50 people based 

on its regular occupancy limit of 100 

people—a cap the bar hasn’t reached 

recently, White said.

Under the governor’s order, which 

takes effect at 8 a.m. Thursday morning, 

White said she could see having to occa-

sionally deny customers if more than a 

few dozen showed up at any given time.

Many of the Friendly Tap’s regulars are 

residents from the neighborhood. White 

worries about that—and the prospect of 

having to turn away or place new, stricter 

limits on customers she knows well.

“What am I going to say to people? 

‘OK, let’s sit you down in front of a beer 

and a time clock. And you have an hour to 

drink, but after that, you’ve got to leave to 

make room for the next person.’ Because 

what we’re going to do is piss off custom-

ers. And you think they’re going to want 

to come back? Maybe not. We really don’t 
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bartender Nicole White shares a laugh with customers as they play bar dice inside Friendly Tap in Janesville on Wednesday. Gov. Tony 
Evers issued a new statewide order that limits the size of crowds in bars, restaurants and the public spaces to no more than 25% of 
the total occupancy limit for a room or building. Exemptions for the new order are given to schools, polling locations, political rallies 
and some businesses such as grocery stores.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

State health officials announced 

Wednesday that a field hospital will 

open next week at the state fair-

grounds in West Allis as a surge in 

COVID-19 cases threatens to over-

whelm hospitals.

Wisconsin has become a hot spot 

for the disease over the last month, 

ranking third nationwide this week 

in new cases per capita over the 

last two weeks. Health experts have 

attributed the spike to the reopening 

of colleges and K-12 schools as well as 

general fatigue over wearing masks 

and socially distancing.

State Department of Health Ser-

vices Secretary Andrea Palm told 

reporters during a video conference 

the facility will open Oct. 14.

“We hoped this day wouldn’t come, 

but unfortunately, Wisconsin is in a 

much different, more dire place today 

and our healthcare systems are begin-

ning to become overwhelmed by the 

surge of COVID-19 cases,” Gov. Tony 

Evers said in a statement. “This alter-

native care facility will take some of 

the pressure off our healthcare facil-

ities while expanding the continuum 

of care for folks who have COVID-19.”

The move also came as a state 

judge was considering a lawsuit seek-

ing to strike down Evers’ mandate 

that masks be worn in enclosed pub-

lic spaces. The governor on Tuesday 

issued new restrictions on the size 
of indoor public gatherings through 
Nov. 6.

Only 16% of the state’s 11,452 hos-
pital beds were available as of Tues-
day afternoon, according to the DHS. 
The number of hospitalized COVID-
19 patients had grown to 853, the 
most during the pandemic, accord-
ing to the COVID Tracking Project, 
with 216 in intensive care.

Results of COVID-19 tests on an 
additional 262 inpatients in Wiscon-
sin were pending. The southeastern 
region of the state had 250 COVID-19 
patients, the most of any of the state’s 
seven hospital regions.

Nationwide, about 30,000 coro-
navirus patients are hospitalized, the 
COVID Tracking Project reported.

The DHS reported 2,319 new 

Wisconsin activates coronavirus field hospital at state fairgrounds
Evers, Palm cite increase 
in cases, hospital patients

Associated Press
Gov. Tony Evers speaks during a news conference in Keno-
sha in August. State health officials and Evers announced 
Wednesday they’ve opened a field hospital at the state fair-
grounds in West Allis as a surge in COVID-19 cases threatens 
to overwhelm hospitals.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Voters will decide Nov. 3 whether a pair 

of referendum questions is the best way to 

address a steady decline in enrollment and 

aging facilities in the Janesville School Dis-

trict.

The school board in August decided to ask 

voters to approve both a $22.5 million capi-

tal referendum and a $37 million operational 

referendum.

District officials say the referendums’ fail-

ures, particularly failure of the operational ref-

erendum, could have serious consequences.

“We’ll adminis-

ter the district one 

way or the other,” 

Superintendent Ste-

ven Pophal said.

“We just think 

that the district is 

eager to make sure 

that we prepare kids 

for their future and 

not our past,” he said. “And we know the world 

is changing fast and never faster than in the 

last six months with COVID, and we want to 

make sure that we continue the long, proud 

tradition of excellence in the district by posi-

tioning the district to keep its promises to the 

kids and community.”

The capital referendum would add secure 

entrances and safety procedures in schools, 

as well as replace old boilers.

If it is approved, property owners would 

pay $5 more per $100,000 of equalized prop-

erty value every year until the debt is paid off, 

which would take about 20 years, according 

District  
prepares  

for vote on 
referendums

RELATED
• College seeks 

added funding, too: 
A referendum question for 
Blackhawk Technical College 
will be on the ballot in most of 
Rock and Green counties./2A Forward Janesville VP reports confusion over state’s latest occupancy rule

Superintendent warns of tough 
decisions if they don’t pass

Turn to HOSPITAL on Page 7A

Turn to GUARD on Page 7ATurn to REFERENDUM on Page 7A

quick kicks

HOLIDAY

Gorgeous gourds

Halloween fans of all ages are 

invited to take part in the Janes-

ville Performing Arts Center’s 

jack-o’-lantern carving/deco-

rating contest. 

Pumpkins are 

$5 each and are 

available from 1 

to 4 p.m. Satur-

day-Sunday, Oct. 

10-11, at JPAC, 408 

S. Main St., Janesville.  

Entries must be returned to JPAC 

by Tuesday, Oct. 27, and voting 

will take place from Oct. 29-Nov. 

1 during the center’s “Tales of 

Terror” event.
Prizes will be awarded in 

three categories: 12 and younger, 

13-17 and 18 and older.  Those 

purchasing pumpkins and enter-

ing the contest also can buy dis-

counted tickets to see “Harry 

Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone” 

at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1, at JPAC.

For more information, visit 

JanesvillePAC.org or call 608-

758-0297.

CHARITY

Score one for ECHO 

The Janesville Jets won’t hit 

the ice for about a month, but 

that isn’t stopping them from 

getting involved in the commu-

nity.
From 3 to 7 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 9, 

the Jets will 

team with 
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In ‘Living’
CBD gummies are selling fast in 

these stressful times. What to know 

as the demand surges. Page 3C

Balancing

spooky

safety
with

Janesville opts for touchless events 

to help kids celebrate Halloween 

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Before Halloween becomes just another 

thing upended by COVID-19, the city of Janesville will 

spend four nights trying to bring a bit of normalcy 

back into kids’ lives ... if only temporarily.

Between Oct. 14-17, the city will host “Twilight at 

Traxler,” a rebranding of the Halloween festivi-

ties held annually at Palmer Park. This year, the 

ark, 600 N. Main St., and 
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Halloween plans
City of Janesville  

organizes touchless 

Halloween events in 

Traxler Park later this 

month. kicks, inside

Pence, Harris  

in spotlight
The vice presidential 

candidates featured on a 

debate stage in Utah on 

Wednesday night. Page 6B
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