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•Nancy D. Allen
•Raymond F. Brost
•Susan Ann Blumer
•Roger L. Carlson
•Mildred Mary Fenrich

•William F. “Bill” Heaslip
•Timothy J. “Tim” Hitch-
cock
•Alfred James Lembrich
•Guy E. Onwiler

•Phillis D. (Unbehaun) 
Piekarski
•Heather (Cowie) Szydlo

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 84 | Low 59  

Pleasant with 
plenty of sun
More on 8A

Few recruits
Number of police officers 

employed in Wisconsin 

continues its downward trend in 

2022, state data shows. Page 3A

Security billing
Sen. Ron Johnson tries to turn 

Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes’ security 

detail into campaign issue ahead 

of November vote. Page 2A

Marching orders
Milwaukee pitchers walked 

six Pittsburgh batters 

Tuesday, including one with 

the bases loaded. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City officials and private 

stakeholders remained 

committed to the idea 

of building an ice arena 

and conference center at 

Uptown Janesville as con-

sultants work to shave mil-

lions off a new $60 million 

estimated price tag.

Designs for the Wood-

man’s Sports and Conven-

tion Center, a proposed 

two-sheet ice arena and 

flexible convention and 

sports space, are still only 

about 30% complete. But 

latest cost estimate shows 

that inflation has driven 

up the project’s prospec-

tive cost, adding another 

$25 million to a prelim-

inary $35 million bud-

get set earlier this year, 

according to estimates 

released last week to an ad 

hoc city committee.

During a special city 

council meeting Tues-

day night that included 

city administration, a pri-

vate booster group for 

the arena and representa-

tives from consulting firm 

Kraus-Anderson, council 

President Paul Benson 

suggested city staff should 

review the city’s borrow-

ing capacity in light of a 

recent boost in net new 

construction in Janesville.

That would be an early 

step to see if the city could 

absorb more borrowing 

than the potential $15 mil-

lion that city finance offi-

cials estimated a few years 

ago would keep costs of 

such a project to about $25 

a year for the average city 

taxpayer.

Right now, $15 million 

in city borrowing wouldn’t 

even cover the prospec-

tive overrun on costs. 

Kraus-Anderson, which 

the city has already paid 

$2 million for its work, 

is now trying to trim the 

massive overrun via “value 

engineering”—a surgical 

rethinking of how costs for 

the facility could be scaled 

back in design and con-

struction.

Other city council 

members, including Dave 

Marshick, Michael Jack-

son and Heather Miller, 

said Tuesday they have 

cooled in their support of 

By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

JANESVILLE

The city hopes the 

gargoyles in Wilson Ele-

mentary School’s stair-

cases, Adams Elementary 

School’s “Enter to Learn” 

stonework, the ornate 

door carvings inside Roo-

sevelt Elementary and the 

Colonial Revival design of 

Washington Elementary 

School are enough to land 

the city’s four oldest oper-

ating school buildings on 

the National Register of 

Historic Places.

The first step in doing 

so is submitting grant 

applications to the Wis-

consin Historical Society 

by December to hire con-

sultants to investigate the 

schools’ history and com-

pile a case for adding them 

to the 2,450 other nation-

ally recognized places in 

Wisconsin.

The four schools in 

question all were built in 

the 1930s. Each was built 

with aspects of the Arts 

and Crafts movement in 

mind, which emphasized 

hand craftsmanship over 

the Industrial Revolution. 

John Mayo of Anderson 
Roofing in Rockton, Ill., 

and Josh Pearson, a 
member of the Trinity 

Free Lutheran Church, 
2727 Holiday Drive, 

Janesville, help set the 
church’s steeple back 

onto its roof Tuesday. The 
steeple, which  reaches 

about 65 feet into the 
air, was removed in early 

June and structurally 
shored up and repainted 

over the summer. Budget 
Auto Body in Janesville 

did the restoration work, 
and Anderson Roofing 

handled both the removal 
and return.

Karyn Saemann/ 
ksaemann@gazettextra.com

A little closer to the heavens

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

As a new school year 
begins, the rules for who is 
eligible to play sports var-
ies widely depending on 
where you attend school. 
In Beloit, questions have 
arisen about recent policy 
changes.

Janesville 
Janesville School Dis-

trict Athletic Director 
Jim McClowry said stu-
dents must be passing all 
their classes to be eligible 
to participate in athletics. 
There is no minimum GPA 
requirement, McClowry 
noted.

“If a student has one 
failing grade, they have 
the opportunity over five 
school days to gain eli-
gibility on the sixth day,” 
McClowry said. “If they’re 
failing more than one 

course, they’re ineligible to 

participate for 15 days.”

McClowry added that 

no one has yet challenged 

Janesville’s policy. All 

coaches have a data system 

where they monitor stu-

dents, grades, attendance 

and behavior, he said.

Beloit
Meanwhile, the Beloit 

School Board and new ath-

letic and activities director 

Jon Dupuis discussed at a 

recent meeting part of the 

athletic code that requires 

student-athletes to have 

a GPA of 2.0 or higher to 

participate the subsequent 

semester.

Dupuis questioned 

some of the policy’s lan-

guage.

“I would like to continue 

to have that conversation 

with head coaches, admin-

istration and the board,” 

Dupuis said. “We can come 

up with some verbiage that 

is holding all students to 

high expectations, finding 

CITY OF JANESVILLE

History lessons
City school could join 

National Register  
of Historic Places

Turn to HISTORY on Page 8A

Different schools, different rules
Student-athlete 
grade eligibility 

varies by district

Turn to RULES on Page 8A

Arena backers 
stick with plan 

despite cost

Turn to ICE on Page 8A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=f2d50aca-5aac-57c5-b9e1-84e7bf986d31

