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Council to consider home projects Monday
New homes and renovations will be on the agenda. Page 3A

Republicans seek reversal of lame-duck ruling
They asked appeals court to reinstate the laws in question. Page 2A

Giannis returns in win
After a two-game absence, Giannis 

Antetokounmpo returned to the  

lineup for the Milwaukee Bucks 

on Friday and scored 27 points in 

28 minutes to lead the Bucks to a 

116-87 win over Miami. Page 1B

By Chris Strohm

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON

Special counsel Robert Mueller has sub-

mitted his final report, a still-secret docu-

ment that closes his 22-month investiga-

tion into whether President Donald Trump 

or those around him conspired in Russia’s 

interference in the 2016 election.

Attorney General William Barr said in 

a letter to Congress that he might be able 

to provide lawmakers with 
the special counsel’s pri-
mary conclusions as soon 
as this weekend.

It’s only the beginning 
of a struggle between Barr, 
lawmakers and the White 
House over how much 
of Mueller’s findings—
and the evidence behind 
them—will be disclosed to Congress and 
the public. That fight is likely to escalate 
from social media wars between the pres-
ident and his critics to hearing rooms on 
Capitol Hill and ultimately to the Supreme 
Court.

Whatever Mueller found, the comple-
tion of his investigation is a turning point 
for Trump, whose presidency has been 
dogged by an inquiry he routinely rages 
against on Twitter as a “witch hunt.”

Before wrapping up 
his probe, Mueller helped 
secure guilty pleas from 
five people involved in 
Trump’s presidential cam-
paign—including Paul 
Manafort, who was his 
campaign chairman, 
and Michael Flynn, who 
became his first national 

security adviser. He has also indicted more 
than two dozen Russian hackers and mili-
tary intelligence officers.

While Mueller never said a word pub-
licly, he and his team of prosecutors used 
indictments to set out a vivid narrative. It 
told of hackers tied to Russian intelligence 
agencies who stole Democratic emails to 
hurt Trump’s opponent Hillary Clinton 
and who used social media to help spawn 
division with false and racially charged 

messages. It uncovered revealing Russian 

contacts with Trump’s inner circle, such as 

a meeting in 2016 where Manafort shared 

polling data with a fixer tied to Russian 

intelligence.

But the full extent of what Mueller 

learned hasn’t been revealed—and might 

not be if he or Barr decide to withhold 

details that the special counsel didn’t feel 

involved crimes he felt he could prosecute.

Mueller’s decision to issue a final report 

indicates that he chose not to indict other 

major figures in his investigation, includ-

ing members of Trump’s family and the 

Mueller delivers final report

Mueller Barr

Completion of inquiry 
could be turning point 
for Trump presidency 

RELATED
• Nation/World: Other investigations into Presi-

dent Donald Trump are still underway./Page 8B

Associated Press
Wisconsin forward Ethan Happ, right, struggles to gain possession of the ball with Oregon guard Will Richardson, left, and 
forward Paul White, rear, during the first half of a first-round game in the NCAA tournament Friday in San Jose, Calif. Ore-
gon shot 70 percent from the field and hit five of its six 3-point shots in the second half to pull away from Wisconsin and 
score a 72-54 victory. The Ducks will move to a second-round matchup with UC-Irvine. It was a melancholy end to Ethan 
Happ’s distinguished career at Wisconsin as Oregon’s double-teaming defense limited the veteran to 12 points and eight 
rebounds and forced him into an uncharacteristic five turnovers. Story on Page 1B.

Hot-shooting Ducks eliminate Badgers 72-54

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Forgiveness is not a com-

mon thing to hear from a 

family who lost a loved one 

to a drunken driver.

Make no mistake, the 

parents and siblings of 

Calvin Hanchett are angry. 

Some of them said so as 

they spoke at a Rock County 

Court hearing Friday.

But they’re also work-

ing to find forgiveness, and 

they’re hoping for good to 

grow from tragedy.

The occasion was the 

sentencing of a man who 

was Calvin’s friend. He 

was also the one who was 

drunk and in the driver’s 

seat when an SUV went off 

the road on the western out-

skirts of Janesville on May 

3, 2017.

Leon E. Bridges, 29, of 

rural Brooklyn, pleaded 

guilty Friday to homicide by 

intoxicated use of a vehicle 

after a prior intoxicant-re-

lated conviction and caus-

ing injury 

by intoxi-

cated use of 

a vehicle.

J u d g e 

Karl Han-

son sen-

t e n c e d 

Bridges to 

five years 

in prison and nine years 

of extended supervision 

for ending Calvin’s life and 

another year in prison and 

three years of supervision 

for causing the injuries of 

a third man in the vehicle, 

Michael D. Asmus of Janes-

ville.

Asmus suffered frac-

tures of the pelvis and lower 

back.

The sentence was stiffer 

than the five years of prison 

and 10 years of supervi-

sion the attorneys recom-

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville teacher facing his fourth 

drunken-driving charge is resigning effec-

tive March 26.

Dennis Brunner, 50, of 3316 S. Afton 

Road, Janesville, was 

arrested Feb. 25 on charges 

of operating while intoxi-

cated, fourth offense; 

threatening a law enforce-

ment officer; and resist-

ing arrest. Since that time, 

he has been on paid leave 

from his job as a physical 

education teacher at Madi-

son Elementary School.

Because Brunner is resigning, he is 

eligible for only his state pension from the 

Wisconsin Retirement System. No other 

school district retirement benefits will be 

provided, according to a school district 

spokesperson.

The charges are related to an incident 

Feb. 23, when Janesville police report find-

ing Brunner passed out in the driver’s seat 

of a car that was still running.

Brunner refused to wait in the car and 

became aggressive with police when they 

tried to restrain him, according to the crim-

inal complaint filed in Rock County Court.

On the way to Rock County Jail, Brun-

ner repeatedly described the charges using 

expletives and threatened one of the offi-

cers, saying he “better hope he doesn’t see 

me on the street.” When asked what he 

meant, Brunner said, “I know a lot of biker 

guys. It means there is going to be a bounty 

put out on him.”

His preliminary breath test indicated 

in a blood-alcohol concentration of 0.235, 

nearly three times the legal limit of .08., 

according to the complaint.

Janesville teacher resigning after his fourth OWI charge
He will be ineligible 

for district retirement benefits 
after tenure ends March 26  

Bridges

Forgiveness?
Family faces drunken driver  

who took son’s life

Brunner
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