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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
When the Legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee held its first 
public hearing on the biennial 

budget at UW-Whitewater on Fri-

day, state Sen. Howard Marklein 

was in familiar territory.

The Republican from Spring 

Green sat inside the Irvin L. 

Young Auditorium with other 

legislators and members of the 

public from across the state.

Before speaking on the impor-

tance of $59.44 million in pro-

posed renovations to Winther 

Hall and Heide Hall on campus, 

local banking CEO Jim Caldwell 

mentioned Marklein’s “great 

roots” in the community.

Caldwell said the state senator 

got his accounting degree from 

UW-W and eventually served on 

the UW-Whitewater Foundation 

as president.

“Under his regime, this build-

ing was actually funded and cre-

ated,” Caldwell said of Young 

Auditorium. “Howard, thank you 

for all those past contributions. 

We still enjoy the benefits today.”

Before the hearing began, 

Marklein thanked UW-W Chan-

cellor Dwight Watson for hosting 

it and giving him a university- 

themed face mask, a sign of the 

hearings happening during the 

coronavirus pandemic.

Some members of the commit-

tee and the public wore masks 

while speaking; some did not.

Marklein also said this was the 

first time the committee came to 

Whitewater for a public hearing.

Topics varied greatly, but sev-

eral people from Whitewater—

affiliated with the university and 

not—shared their thoughts on 

the state budget within the hear-

ing’s first few hours.

UW-W hosts state budget hearing

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Dean Copp, Amber Waldo and Danielle Strzyzewski, left to right, take off from the start line at the beginning of 
the Run the Rock half and full marathon organized by Velocity Multi-sport & Cycling in Janesville on Saturday. Julia Jor-
gensen, a spokeswoman for the organizers, said they plan to hold the races again in the future after Saturday’s event 
was ‘everything we could have hoped for and more.’ Eighty-seven runners competed and more than 30 volunteers helped 
administer the race. The winners were Eric Hardin (men’s half marathon, 1:20:47), Tracy Fritz (women’s half marathon, 
1:42:36), Alexander Seefeld (men’s marathon, 3:40:36) and Charlotte Severing (women’s marathon, 3:24:46). 
Below left: Fahim Masoud runs along the Ice Age National Scenic Trail while competing in the Run the Rock races Saturday.
Below right: More runners travel along the Ice Age National Scenic Trail on Saturday.

University buildings  
in spotlight Friday

Long-distance runners take on Janesville trails
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jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Four Rock County Jail 

inmates tested positive for 

COVID-19 late last week, a 

jail official said Friday after-

noon, news that came one 

day before the jail offered 

vaccines to inmates.

The jail went forward 

with its plans to offer vac-

cines to inmates who 

wanted them Saturday.

A Facebook post from 

the sheriff ’s office said they, 

with the help of HealthNet 

of Rock County, adminis-

tered 85 vaccines.

That figure covers both 

inmates and officers who 

got them after no more 

inmates wanted any, the 

post states. It was not 

clear Sunday how that fig-

ure broke down between 

inmates and officers.

New COVID-19 
cases detected  

at county jail

By Lisa Mascaro, Ben Fox  

and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

From a secure room in 

the Capitol on Jan. 6, as 

rioters pummeled police 

and vandalized the build-

ing, Vice President Mike 

Pence tried to assert con-

trol. In an urgent phone 

call to the acting defense 

secretary, he issued a 

startling demand.
“Clear the Capitol,” 

Pence said.
Elsewhere in the build-

ing, Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer 
and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi were making a simi-
larly dire appeal to military 
leaders, asking the Army to 
deploy the National Guard.

“We need help,” 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said in 
desperation, more than an 
hour after the Senate cham-
ber had been breached.

At the Pentagon, offi-
cials were discussing 

‘Clear the Capitol,’ 
Pence pleaded on Jan. 6
Pentagon document 
contains new details

Vaccination plan went ahead Saturday

Turn to BUDGET on Page 11A

Turn to JAIL on Page 11A

Turn to CAPITOL on Page 11A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........40 +16 15,098
Deaths ........0 0 167
 Total Change
Hosp. .....8 (April 6) -1 (from March 30)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 26%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

Red Hawks rally vs. Janesville Parker Other scores

Evansville ............30
McFarland ........... 24

Big Foot ................21
Turner .................. 20

Columbus ............ 35
Edgerton ............. 28

Full coverage inside

Milton QB Cayden Zajac 

threw two TD passes in 

the fourth quarter to force 

overtime, then tossed a 

game-winner to beat the 

Vikings 20-17. Page 1B
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