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Above: John Janes uses a bow to shoot an arrow connected to a string over a tree branch near the Jap-
anese garden area of Rotary Botanical Gardens on Tuesday morning. Once over a sturdy branch, that 
string is used to pull up a series of string lights for display in the Gardens’ annual Holiday Light Show. 
Information on dates and tickets can be found at rbgholidaylightshow.com. Below: Janes and Steve 
Latka hang lights from a tree in Rotary Gardens.

Ready, aim, light show

By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell said Tuesday there’s 

“no reason for alarm” as Presi-

dent Donald Trump, backed by 

Republicans in Congress, mounts 

unfounded legal challenges to 

President-elect Joe Biden’s elec-

tion victory—a process that could 

now push into December.

Republicans on Capitol Hill 

signaled they are willing to let 

Trump spin out his election law-

suits and unsubstantiated claims 

of voter fraud for the next several 

weeks until the states certify the 

elections by early December and 

the Electoral College meets Dec. 

14.

McConnell’s comments show 

how hard Republicans are try-

ing to portray Trump’s refusal 

to accept the election results 

as an ordinary part of the pro-

cess, even as it’s nothing short of 

extraordinary. There is no wide-

spread evidence of election fraud; 

state officials say the elections 

ran smoothly. The delay has the 

potential to upend civic norms, 

impede Biden’s transition to the 

White House and sow doubt in 

the nation’s civic and electoral 

systems.

Trump remained out of sight 

at the White House, tweeting his 

views, but the social media com-

pany Twitter swiftly flagged the 

president’s tweets that he actu-

ally won the election as disputed.

“It’s not unusual, should not 

be alarming,” McConnell told 

reporters on Capitol Hill. “At some 

point here we’ll find out, finally, 

who was certified in each of these 

states, and the Electoral College 

will determine the winner. ... No 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mike Zientek served in the Gulf 

War in 1990-91. Many years later, 

he served in the Iraq War.

He didn’t see combat either 

time, but after 

returning from 

his tour in Iraq, 

he began feel-

ing symptoms of 

stress, including 

terrible dreams.

He believes he 

also suffers from 

Gulf War syn-

drome, a condition that hasn’t 

been proved but which many vet-

erans of the war believe they have.

Zientek agreed to tell his story 

on the occasion of Veterans Day 

2020.

Double duty 
leaves scars 
for local vet

Zientek

IF YOU GO
What: Veterans Day cere-

mony, hosted by Janesville’s Rock 
River Chapter 236 Vietnam Veter-
ans of America.

When: 10:30-11 a.m. today.
Where: Veterans Plaza in Trax-

ler Park, 600 N. Main St., Janes-
ville.

Details: The guest speaker is 
the Rev. Charles Jones, a retired 
Army master sergeant, who will 
speak on “Veterans Serving Vet-
erans.”

Masks and social distancing 
are required. Participants must 
bring their own seating.

 Æ His deployments to Iraq had 
physical, psychological  

consequences, Zientek said

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A bartender and patrons at 

downtown Janesville tavern 

Wiggy’s Saloon tuned in Tues-

day night to hear Gov. Tony 

Evers issue an advisory recom-

mending people stay home and 

businesses allow employees to 

work remotely as the corona-

virus surged to a record peak 

across the state.

They said they didn’t hear 

anything new.

In a Tuesday night address, 

Evers said projections 
show the death toll could 
double in a matter of 
months, and he urged 
people to stay home 
and continue wearing 
face coverings in pub-
lic under an order he 
set earlier this year that 
faces a legal challenge 
but otherwise isn’t set to expire 
until later this month.

Evers told Wisconsinites he 
plans a package of COVID-19 
bills in days to come, but for now, 
the governor is advising people 
to avoid gathering in big num-
bers at bars and private social 

gatherings.
It’s a bell the governor 

has been sounding for 
months, and on Tuesday 
night patrons and staff at 
Wiggy’s said they didn’t 
think they heard any-
thing new in the gover-
nor’s address.

One patron, Janes-
ville resident Dave Thobe, sat 
among a group of six or seven 
other patrons drinking bottles of 
Miller High Life and eating an 
order of cheese bread.

Thobe called Evers’ address 
“a pep talk intended to keep peo-
ple calm in the short term.”

“We weren’t really sure what 

it was the governor was getting 

at. It seemed like this kind of 

wishy-washy thing,” said a Wig-

gy’s bartender who identified 

herself only as Tammi.

“We were waiting to hear 

something different, some new 

rules or something the governor 

hasn’t been saying this whole 

time, but we didn’t,” she said.

Evers ,  a  Democrat , 

announced the advisory in an 

unusual evening address the 

same day the state broke daily 

records for COVID infections 

Full  
embrace

GOP leaders back 
Trump’s baseless  
assertions of vast  

election malfeasance

Associated Press
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., arrives as Senate 
Republicans hold leadership elec-
tions on Capitol Hill in Washington  
on Tuesday.

Evers makes pandemic plea
Hampered by Legislature, governor appeals to Wisconsinites as virus spreads

Evers

Turn to VETERAN on Page 5A

Turn to PLEA on Page 9A

Turn to ELECTION on Page 7A

‘Uncontrolled’
It took just 10 days for the 

U.S. to report more than  

1 million coronavirus cases 

for the month of November 

as hospitalizations climb. 

Page 7B

Postponed
The Janesville School Board 

was set to meet Tuesday 

night before thunderstorms 

knocked out power, forcing 

the board to postpone. 

Page 5A

Making a splash
Whitewater High’s Ella 

Houwers, left, has an 

opportunity to add to her 

collection of WIAA state 

swim medals Friday in 

Waukesha. Page 1B
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