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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Jerry L. Bell
•Michael J. Frank
•Lillian “Lil” Luchsinger
•Nina Rallo

•Michael “Mike” J. Risch
•Carl Stephan
•Bruce David Topp Sr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 59  
Mostly sunny and 
seasonably warm

More on 7A

A chance to help out
Mike Harper is opening 

a barbershop in downtown 

Janesville in September. He 

hopes the business can help 

the area after its kindness to 

his late mother. Page 3A

Evansville Jays win 

sectional title
The Home Talent League 

team beat Stoughton 7-3 

to win the Southeast 

Section and advance to the 

league’s final four. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The smells of coffee grounds and 

sweaty hockey equipment wafted 

through the lobby of the Janesville 

Ice Arena as dozens of children chat-

tered excitedly before hockey prac-

tice on a recent Wednesday.

Championship banners hung 

from the arena’s rafters, and spot-

lights shone onto the groomed ice. 

The bleachers were filled with par-

ents who had come to watch their 

kids skate.

As Janesville debates where it 

could build a multimillion-dollar ice 

arena and sports complex, support-

ers of the project say there should be 

no doubt about the need.

Ice time at the city’s 45-year-old 

arena is in such demand it’s caus-

ing injuries among users, they say, 

and having more ice sheets and 

indoor athletic space would generate  

$15 million to $17 million annually 

in economic activity.

They point to the Janesville Youth 

Sports Complex, which draws thou-

sands of people every summer, as an 

example of the excitement an indoor 

sports facility could spark.

In late April, the Janesville 

City Council authorized spending 

$25,000 for the design and business 

phase of the project, and the Janes-

ville Area Convention and Visitors 

Bureau kicked in $25,000 as well. 

The two also split the cost of a sur-

vey and feasibility study last year.

The council is looking at five loca-

tions. They are the Janesville Mall, a 

vacant lot by Wright Road and Mil-

waukee Street, another vacant lot 

near the Youth Sports Complex, a 

two-block area downtown and a loca-

tion off Kettering Street.

A game of pluses and minuses
Each site has pros and cons, 

said Jennifer Petruzzello, the city’s 

neighborhood and community ser-
vices director.

Petruzzello said the mall loca-
tion is still being discussed, and the 

price could be lower than originally 

thought. The big question is whether 

the rink would be attached to the 

mall or in a separate structure.

One advantage of that site is its 

proximity to restaurants and retail 

options. The nearby Interstate 

exchange also allows for easy access, 

and city infrastructure such as water 

and sewer mains are already in place.

But the site does have issues.

Part of the property likely would 

be sold to the city, but the price is 

unknown. Another issue is layout.

“The design would be a little bit 

more restricted by the design of 

what’s already there, compared to a 

clean slate in a green field,” Petruz-

zello said.

The second option, the Wright 

Road parcel on the city’s east side, is 

Backers: New sports complex would boost local teams, economy

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The new Ashley Home-

Store is among a core of 

new, bright spots along 

Humes Road, one of several 

strip mall spaces that were 

once defunct, yet in the past 

few years have been revived 

by developers and niche 

retailers.

Inside, the furniture 

store is a contemporary 

showplace, a huge con-

glomerate of curated liv-

ing room and bedroom sets 

between walls of earth tone, 

all under minimalist light-

ing that hangs from the 

white ceiling. Sales staff 

pace the floor with clip-

boards.

And … there are custom-

ers.

Then there’s the defunct, 

100,000-square-foot build-

ing to the west, right next 

door. The former Shopko.

The building officially is 

joining the ranks of more 

than 200,000 square feet 

of vacant, defunct retail 

spaces that over the past 

few years have sat idle along 

Janesville’s chain retail cor-

ridor along Milton Avenue 

and Humes Road.

The dark stores include 

the former Sears store at the 

Janesville Mall and Toys R 

Us. In a new national retail 

landscape, former stal-

warts of consumerism such 

as Sears have faltered into 

corporate restructuring 

while owners of huge cat-

egory killers such as Toys 

R Us have crumbled under 

their own weight into bank-

ruptcy liquidation.

In Janesville, the Sears 

and Toys R Us properties 

were owned by the retail 

companies themselves. 

When the companies shut-

tered the stores, the proper-

ties moved through a some-

times protracted maze of 

federal corporate bank-

ruptcy machinations, shuf-

fling of ownership, and 

ultimately, as liquidators in 
the retail world like to say, 
“disposition.” That’s real 
estate-ese for “unloading 
unused, unneeded prop-
erty.”

City of Janesville Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Gale Price said such 
properties aren’t with-
out tire-kickers interested 
in future prospects, but a 
property tied up in an out-
of-town bankruptcy deal-
ing presents a waiting game 
for those with a local eco-
nomic development stake.

“The process has to weed 
itself out and, yeah, that’s 
always frustrating because 
it’s usually never fast,” Price 
said.

And it’s a lot of space—
more than 4.5 acres—and 
that’s not counting park-
ing lots, berms, terraces 
and easements. Price called 
that much raw retail floor 
space inventory “unusual.”

“Those are big, big 
spaces to have open and 
available out there on the 
market. You know, and 
it’s all at once. It’s part of 
the nature of the beast in 
the retail world right now, 
I guess,” Price said. “But 
there’s a path forward, 
which is good. That’s what 
you want to see.”

It took several months, 
but the needle has moved 
on the 80,000-square-
foot former Sears store. 
The Janesville Mall’s new 
owner, RockStep Capital, 
bought the Sears store and 
its standalone auto center 
and assumed ownership 
of it early this summer, 
mall manager Julie Cub-
bage said. The property is 
now bundled into the acres 
of vacant space, including 
the former JC Penney and 
Boston Store spaces that 
are now owned by the mall 
and being offered as prop-
erty available for some kind 
of reuse.

Cubbage said the mall 
has seen prospects for reuse 

Shopko, other defunct retail stores 
face complicated future paths

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The former Shopko is mostly empty as seen through the front 
doors. The site’s future is complicated by a number of factors.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Families of the children practicing hockey sit in the stands Wednesday at the Janesville Ice Arena. Janesville is consider-
ing five sites to locate a new multimillion-dollar ice arena and sports complex.

Slow going

Without a doubt

Turn to COMPLEX on Page 7A

Turn to DEFUNCT on Page 6A

By Shashank Bengali and Sultan Faizy

Los Angeles Times

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

Abdul Sattar was leaving his cous-

in’s wedding with his wife and a son 

when he noticed the late-arriving 

guest, a well-dressed man who pulled 

up on a bicycle festooned with flow-

ers and rushed inside the hall.

After decades of carnage in 

Afghanistan, little things can set off 

alarm bells. Sattar, a sergeant in the 

Afghan army, recalled thinking: “He 

could be a suicide bomber.”

Moments later, an explosion 

ripped through the hot, crowded hall 

where some 1,200 guests had gath-

ered on a Saturday night in western 

Kabul. Witnesses said the assailant 

ran toward the stage where a band 

was playing the drums and deto-

nated a suicide vest.

The local affiliate of Islamic State 

on Sunday claimed responsibility for 

the blast that officials said left 63 peo-

ple dead—including children—and 

wounded more than 180.

The deadliest attack in the Afghan 

capital this year set off a fresh wave 

of grief in a country where nowhere—

not weddings, not hospitals, not 

places of worship—is safe from sui-

cide attacks.

And it deepened questions about 

the Trump administration’s plan to 

withdraw U.S. troops from Afghan-

istan by striking a peace deal with 

one religion-based militant group—

the Taliban—even as other extrem-

ists such as Islamic State continue to 

kill large numbers of civilians.

Months of U.S.-Taliban negoti-

ations are nearing an agreement 

Wedding attack shows a U.S.-Taliban deal wouldn’t end the killing in Afghanistan

The hazy prospect for peace

Turn to AFGHANISTAN on Page 7A
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