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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Deborah Dianne Black
•Beatrice A. Dale
•Betty Louise (Kennedy) 
Engler
•Erin McGarry Engsberg
•Lisa A. Fischback

•The Rev. Floyd W.  
Grothman
•Edward G. “Hondo” Harris
•Roger A. “Slick” Johnson
•Scott Perry Jordan
•The Rev. Richard B. Lewis

•Curtis Primus Sr.
•James E. Reilly
•Joseph J. Strunz
•Terrence V. “Terry” 
Thompson
•Bonita “Bonnie” Whitman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 65  

Mostly cloudy
More on 9A

Classified . . . . .8B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .6B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . .7B-8B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . 2A, 5A

Support groups . . . .4A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

Kashmir residents struggle under curfew
An Indian-imposed regimen has increased tensions. Page 8B

YWCA hosts 13th 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
The annual event offers a lighthearted 

strategy to raise money to combat 

the serious problem of domestic 

violence. Page 3A

Man’s mission: to clean vets’ headstones
72-year-old Vietnam veteran busy in Jefferson County. Page 5A
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Hundreds of local clerks are using out-

dated computer systems or aren’t install-

ing security patches, leaving Wisconsin’s 

election system vulnerable to potentially 

devastating cyberattacks, state elections 

officials fear.

Election officials across the country 

have stepped up efforts to block hack-

ers from wreaking havoc during the 2020 

contests after Russians interfered with the 

2016 presidential election. Congress has 

been warned that there could be more for-

eign interference next year, when Wiscon-

sin is expected to be a presidential swing 

state again.

But Wisconsin Elections Commission 

Election Security Lead Tony Bridges said in 

a memo to commissioners released Friday 

that some local clerks are still logging into 

the state election system using Windows 

XP or Windows 7.

Microsoft stopped supporting Win-

dows XP in 2014 and said it will stop pro-

viding free security updates for Windows 

7 starting in January. Bridges wrote that 

it’s safe to assume a large percentage of 

clerks won’t upgrade before the deadline 

or pay for updates. Even clerks with cur-

rent operating systems often fail to install 

security patches, he said.

The failure to maintain current operat-

ing systems exposes state elections to tre-

mendous risk, Bridges wrote. He pointed 

to an incident in March in which a ran-

somware variant called Ryuk shut down 

vital systems in Jackson County, Georgia, 

including computers supporting emer-

gency dispatch. Ransomware is software 

designed to shut down computer systems 

or data until a ransom is paid.

Ryuk gained access to the systems 

through a file-sharing vulnerability in 

older networks. An update that eliminated 

the vulnerability had been available since 

2017, but no one had bothered to install it. 

The county ended up paying a $400,000 

ransom to unlock the system.

Such an attack on Wisconsin’s elections 

system could expose confidential informa-

tion, prevent the distribution of absentee 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In her 65 years as a Franciscan Sis-

ter of St. Mary, Sister Connie Fahey 

has been a lab technician, a hospi-

tal and hospice administrator, and a 

spiritual guide.

She helped establish a school of 

medical technology, a transitional 

home for homeless women and chil-

dren, and a parish nurse program. 

She has served women religious in 

Zambia, St. Louis and in many, many 

Catholic parishes.

But that’s just a listing of jobs. 

More than anything else, Fahey has 

provided presence. She was there—

wherever “there” was—in body, mind 

and spirit.

On Sept. 8, Janesville’s Catho-

lic community and Fahey’s friends 

across denominations will celebrate 

her retirement with a concert. The 

event is a fundraiser for the Acad-

emy of Performing Arts and After 

School Programs at All Saints Angli-

can Church in the Fourth Ward.

Fahey, 83, grew up surrounded by 

religious women.

The oldest of 12 children, Fahey 

and her family lived in a large 

house across from St. James Cath-

olic Church and School in Madison, 

where she was taught by the School 

Sisters of Notre Dame.

She ended up skipping a lot of 

school because, as the oldest child, 

she had to care for her younger sib-

lings. The sisters offered to tutor her.

“I’d often be sitting on the sisters’ 

back porch getting caught up on 

schoolwork,” Fahey said. “I wanted to 

take music lessons, and one of the sis-

ters there, Sister Mary Loyola, gave 

me free music lessons. I had no idea 

that when I was taking music lessons 

that it would be a lifelong avocation.”

She attended Edgewood High 

School, where she was taught by the 

Dominicans. After high school, she 

worked at St. Mary’s Hospital in Mad-

ison, which was run by the Sisters of 

St. Mary, a St. Louis order that estab-

lished several hospitals.

Fahey liked the School Sisters of 

65 years of presence

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Sister Connie Fahey, who is marking her 65th year as a Franciscan Sister of St. Mary, will be leaving Janesville to retire in 
Madison in early October. A local celebration is planned Sept. 8 at St. John Vianney Catholic Church.

CELEBRATING  

SISTER CONNIE FAHEY
What: Musical celebration hon-

oring Sister Connie Fahey’s 65 years 
of consecrated life. The program will 
feature classical music, a barber-
shop quartet, a local church choir, 
blues guitar selections and “other 
surprises.”

When: 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 8.
Where: St. John Vianney Catho-

lic Church, 1245 Clark St., Janesville.
Cost: Free, but donations will be 

accepted for the Academy of Per-
forming Arts and After School Pro-
grams at All Saints Anglican Church, 
169 S. Academy St., Janesville.

Sister Connie Fahey retires, for now

Expert: Many voting systems outdated
Memo: Wisconsin clerks 
using outdated software  

that can’t be updated

By Jeff Amy

Associated Press

JACKSON, MISS.

Six of seven Missis-

sippi chicken processing 

plants raided Wednesday 

were “willfully and unlaw-

fully” employing peo-

ple who lacked authoriza-

tion to work in the United 

States, including workers 

wearing electronic mon-

itoring bracelets at work 

for previous immigration 

violations, according to 

unsealed court documents.

Federal investigators 

behind the biggest immigra-

tion raid in a decade relied 

on confidential informants 

inside the plants in addi-

tion to data from the mon-

itoring bracelets to help 

make their case, according 

to the documents.

The sworn statements 

supported the search war-

rants that led a judge to 

authorize Wednesday’s 

raids and aren’t official 

charges, but they give the 

first detailed look at the 

evidence involved in what 

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement officials have 

described as a yearlong 

investigation.

Officials arrested 680 

people during Wednesday’s 

operation targeting seven 

chicken processing plants 

in Mississippi.

The statements allege 

that managers at two pro-

cessing plants owned by 

the same Chinese man 

appeared to be actively par-

ticipating in fraud. They 

also show that supervi-

sors at other plants at least 

turned a blind eye to evi-

dence strongly suggesting 

job applicants were using 

fraudulent documents and 

stolen or made-up Social 

Plant owners ‘willfully’ 
used ineligible workers, 

documents indicate

Associated Press
A young woman cries while standing outside the Koch Foods  
plant as U.S. immigration officials conduct a raid in Morton, 
Miss., on Wednesday. A total of 680 people were arrested in 
raids on seven plants. Documents show that six of the seven 
plants ‘willfully and unlawfully’ employed people who lacked 
authorization to work in the United States.
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Managers at two plants appeared 
to participate in fraud, info shows
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