
Friday/Saturday/Sunday, April 2-4, 2021 • Our 175th year • $2.50

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A-9A
•Dale Lee Burkett
•Tommy J. Gubbin
•Darlene J. Jacobs
•Jeannine Johnson
•Elva G. Langmeier
•Michaele Eileen (Hatlevig) 
Lloyd

•Armond Assante Luckett
•Lisa M. Marko
•Walter “Wally” Marshall
•Marsha Ann McLaughlin
•Charles Allen “Charlie” 
Mishleau
•Ione C. Moyer

•Donald Mullis
•Patricia M. Scott
•Shirley A. Shultz
•Rita J. Soetaert
•Mildred Louies (Ingram) 
Woodson

Exciting start
Travis Shaw, right, had a key 

double for the Brewers 

in their season-opening  

6-5 win over the Twins on 

Thursday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 52 | Low 39  

Partly sunny  
and warmer
More on 9A

Classified . . .1C-3C, 5C

Comics . . . . . . . 9C-11C

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . 10A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .9A

Nation/World  . 8B-9B

Opinion . . . . . . . .4A-5A

Puzzles . . . . . . . 9C-11C

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 12C
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The downtown Janesville Farmers 

Market might have moved eventually, but 

moving this market season wasn’t what 

organizers wanted.

The market is relocating from its 

15-year home along North Main Street 

to a new space—the recently completed 

town square that spans the Rock River in 

the heart of downtown.

Letters exchanged early this year 

between the city and the private, non-

profit farmers market reveal the market 

had wanted to forestall that move for at 

least a year. Market leadership formally 

asked the city to allow the market to stay 

put along North Main Street in 2021.

The city denied that request and 

instead pressed the market to move in 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Three quarters of Rock County’s 
65-and-older population has received at 
least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

What’s the significance of that mile-
stone? Health officials say it’s already 
helping local health care systems.

State data shows 75.1% of seniors 
have at least begun the vaccine series. 
County health data shows 16,897 seniors 
have completed the series, meaning 
they have received two doses of Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccine or one dose of John-
son and Johnson vaccine.

Mark Goelzer, medical director at 
Mercyhealth, said having a majority of 
seniors vaccinated has started to ease 
the pressure on health care staffing and 
resources, which were squeezed during 
fall and winter when coronavirus activ-
ity reached its peak.

Mercyhealth has not had to reopen 
any of its expanded COVID-19 units 
in weeks, and it can operate with its 

ROCK COUNTY

R
oger Elliott will be the first to tell 
you that he drove across the his-
toric Smith Road Bridge hun-

dreds of times in his life.

“Sometimes on a tractor, sometimes 

on a bike, sometimes in a car,” he said.

Elliott grew up in the 1950s on a farm 

on Creek Road, about 3 miles west of the 

unincorporated community of Tiffany in 

Rock County.
In boyhood, he often saw the Smith 

Road Bridge when visiting the feed mill 
or general store in Tiffany.

The 1910 bridge carried traffic on 
Smith Road over Turtle Creek between 
the towns of La Prairie and Turtle until 
it was moved last year.

“I knew that bridge for 72 of its 

Model behavior

Roger Elliott of Chippewa 
Falls created an accurate 

model of the Smith Road Bridge, 
which crossed Turtle Creek near the 

unincorporated Rock County community 
of Tiffany.

Image submitted by Roger Elliott

Vaccines 
helping 

hospitals

ROCK COUNTY COVID-19 HOTLINE
To learn more about COVID-19 or get 

help making vaccine appointments, call 
the Rock County Public Health Depart-
ment hotline at 608-352-6727.

City gets market move

Ashley McCallum/amccallum@gazettextra.com
A crew from the city’s parks division manages a controlled burn Thursday morning at the Rotary Gardens native prairie along Palmer Drive, 
just east of the gardens’ entrance. Fire aids in removal of undesirable trees and plants and encourages new prairie plant growth, said Cul-
len Slapak, parks director. Crews mow and wet the perimeter of the prairies prior to burning to restrict the flames. Fires are started down-
wind and move in small sections so the wind does not carry fire to unburned areas.

City workers perform prairie maintenance

Janesville Farmers Market organizers wanted to stay on Main Street this year

Administrators say they 
are seeing fewer referrals 

from nursing homes

Man builds miniature version of rural Rock County bridge

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

Turn to MOVE on Page 9A

Turn to VACCINES on Page 10A

Turn to MODEL on Page 7A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend Total
Cases ..........9 -9 14,791
Deaths ........ -1 0 163*
 Total Change
Hosp. .....9 (March 30) +5 (from March 23)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 7%
*-The state subtracted one death from the county 
total in data reported Thursday.
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