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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Steven Robert Consigny
•Judith “Judy” Gilbert
•Merlin S. Hegge
•Dennis E. Ingalls

•Acelarion J.S. “Ace” Mason
•Bonnie J. Osmond
•Dick A. Winger

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 54  
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 7A

Man dies 

in Interstate crash
A 23-year-old Milton man died 

Tuesday in a crash in a work 

zone on Interstate 90/39 

south of Janesville. Page 2A

Janesville swan song
Parker and Craig’s football teams 

will play their Big Eight foes one 

last time before switching leagues 

in 2020.  

Football preview, inside
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END OF 

THE ROAD
With realignment on the horizon, Janesville’s 

almost 90-year run in the Big Eight Conference 

will come to an end after this season. Page 4

ALSO INSIDE

Previews, rosters, photos 

and schedules for all 14  

area football teams

A

THE JANESVILLE GAZETTE’S HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PREVIEW

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Seneca Foods unveiled a plan to build dor-

mitory-style barrack housing for the more than 
100 migrant laborers who work seasonal jobs at 
the food processing company’s plant in Janes-
ville.

In a proposal sent to the city earlier this year, 
Seneca says it is seeking annexation and zon-
ing changes that would allow it to build five 
barracks and other amenities to house about 
145 migrant workers who work on the plant’s 

vegetable processing lines during the busy sum-

mer and fall seasons.

If Seneca gets city approval, it would build 

the barracks on land south of the plant for sea-

sonal migrant workers who come mainly from 

southern Texas but also from Mexico, a com-

pany official said. In recent years, Seneca has 

been housing workers at local motels, the com-

pany said.

“This (motel arrangement) is not a sustain-

able option from a cost perspective, and fur-

ther does not allow for quality amenities that 

we need,” including food, security, laundry ser-

vice and a location near the plant, Eric Martin, 

a Seneca Foods vice president, wrote in the pro-

posal.

The proposal, dated March 16, says Seneca 

has hired more seasonal help in Janesville in 

recent years, attributing the trend to a regional 

labor shortage and expanded productivity at 

the 1 million-square-foot plant.

A growing portion of the seasonal employ-

ees are migrant workers who work during the 

busy season and then return to where they live 

or move on to other parts of the country to pur-

sue other work.

Seneca proposes worker dorms
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SOURCE: Seneca Foods Corp.
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Above: Drummer Eric Wirth and lead singer Joel Brockman, 
behind, perform with bandmates of The Switchback Alley 
Band at the Music at the Marv event in the Marvin W Roth 
Community Pavilion at Lower Courthouse Park in Janesville 
on Tuesday. The final show of the 13-week series will be next 
Tuesday with a performance by blues band The Jimmys.
Right: Members of the audience clap along with the music 
Tuesday night. 
Below: Switchback Alley guitarist Tom Carlson plays a solo 
during the show.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

A downtown show

Barracks would house seasonal, migrant laborers, who currently stay in area motels

Report: Move will be temporary

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Janesville native and longtime congressman 

Paul Ryan is moving his family to a Washington, 

D.C., suburb, a Ryan spokesman said.

Politico broke the story Tuesday, saying Ryan 

and his family are temporarily renting a house 

in Maryland, “and he’ll be spending time there 

as well as their family home in Janesville.”

Ryan spokesman Kevin Seifert confirmed 

those and other details.

Seifert said he would not say more because 

“it’s a personal matter.”

Seifert did not respond to Gazette questions 

about whether Ryan is taking a job or other posi-

tion in the D.C. area and how long the tempo-

rary move would last.

Ryan family 
moving  

to Maryland

By Brian Slodysko and Paul J. Weber

Associated Press

AUSTIN, TEXAS
Democrats still shaken by the 2010 tea party 

wave that netted Republicans six governors’ 
offices, flipped 21 statehouse chambers and 
drove nearly 700 Democratic state legislators 
from office are mounting a comeback, pouring 
millions of dollars into state-level races.

The cash deluge shows how the consequences 
of next year’s elections run far deeper than Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s political fate. The party 
that controls state legislatures will take a lead-
ing role in the once-in-a-decade redistricting 

Democratic groups 
spending liberally 
to flip legislatures
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