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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Lillian E. Aurit
•Donald M. Burkett

•June E. Schulz
•Betty Loretta Wellspring

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 57  
Fog in the a.m.; 
mostly sunny
More on 7A

Associated Press

Millions of people in the path of 
Hurricane Florence are frantically 
preparing for a monster storm that’s 
anticipated to make landfall as early 
as Friday afternoon. Residents in states 
from Virginia to Georgia—especially 
those who live in flood-prone areas or 
on the coast—must decide whether to 
stay or go.

For some, like the Richards family 
in Virginia, the choice was easy. They 
have a month-old newborn, and they’re 
headed to Michigan. For others, like 
Chris Pennington in South Carolina, 
the choice was less clear. So he decided 
to board his home’s windows Wednes-
day, regardless.

Here are some snapshots of a region 
awaiting the hurricane:

Waiting to see
Pennington was boarding up the 

windows of his Myrtle Beach house late 
Wednesday morning after seeing the 
latest National Hurricane Center fore-
cast bringing Florence inland nearly 
over his home about a half-mile from 
the ocean.

He planned to stay before and was 
still leaning that way but said he would 
be checking the weather keenly for the 
next 24 hours.

“I have until Thursday afternoon to 
leave, I think,” Pennington said. “In 12 
or 18 hours, they may be saying differ-
ent things all over again.”

Pennington said there are two big 
draws to staying: His wife can be avail-
able to help if needed at the local ani-
mal hospital where she works, and he 
doesn’t have to wait to return home 
inside the evacuation zone.

“It’s terrible trying to get back,” Pen-

To stay  
or to go?

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I
t doesn’t have a name yet, but it’s in danger of 
becoming “The IWF.”

That’s how City Manager Mark Freitag 
referred to Janesville’s new “interactive water 

feature” as he spoke to a crowd of about 200 

Wednesday evening.

“Folks, we’ve got to come up with a better name 

than ‘the interactive water feature.’ That’s just too 

municipal,” Freitag told the crowd.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
6-year-old Ella Oftedahl looks through a kaleidoscope Wednesday with assistance from her father, Brett, during the ARISEnow ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for the pavilion and interactive water feature in downtown Janesville. Brett Oftedahl of Madison is one of the engineers who 
helped create the pavilion area.

Water 
sprays out 
of the  
interactive  
water 
feature 
Wednesday  
in downtown  
Janesville.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Public opinion on how 

the Milton School District 

should address facilities 

needs still varies widely af-

ter two failed referendums.

Milton’s Strategic Plan-

ning Committee hosted 

a community workshop 

Wednesday to gather public 

input as the district consid-

ers another referendum in 

April.

Tax impact was the pri-

mary concern for some of 

the 50 or so people in at-

tendance. Others said they 

were embarrassed by the 

current facilities and the 

lack of space for students.

Those in attendance 

seemed to agree that chang-

es need to be made, but 

nearly everyone had his or 

her own ideas.

The committee will com-

pile and review the feed-

back between now and its 

next meeting Tuesday, said 

Joe Martin, co-chairperson 

of the committee. Mem-

bers will discuss what they 

learned during Wednes-

day’s workshop.

The workshop was de-

signed so the committee 

could listen to community 

input, not criticize it, said 

Karen Hall, committee 

co-chairperson.

Residents had the op-

portunity to present their 

own plans to the commit-

tee.

Rick Ehle of Milton pre-

sented a proposal for addi-

People in storm’s path 
weigh evacuation 

HURRICANE FLORENCE

Milton referendum workshop reveals differences of opinions
School board hopes to find compromise

A sight to behold
Ceremony opens town square

Turn to WORKSHOP on Page 7A

Turn to EVACUATE on Page 6A Turn to SIGHT on Page 7A

Division race gets closer

Hot wheels

quick kicks
GAMES

Here’s the deal

There’s no shame in “going 

alone” during the Knights of 

Columbus Council 9230’s eu-

chre tournament fundraiser 

at 5:30 
p.m. 
Satur-
day, 
Sept. 
15, at St. 

William 
Parish 
Hall, 
1822 
Ravine St., 

Janesville.
Cash, 

door and 

raffle prizes will be given 

out during the event, which 

is being held to help alleviate 

medical costs for an area 

resident.
Cost to enter is $10 per 

person. For more information, 

call 608-728-2419 or 608-346-

8997. 

LECTURES

Gitche Gumee

You can’t learn everything 

from Gordon Lightfoot, so if you 

want to know more 

about the 

final voyage 

of the fated 

freight 

ship, 

check out 

“The 
Wreck 

of the Edmund 

Fitzgerald” from 

10 a.m. to noon Thursday, Sept. 

13, at Oak Park Place, 700 Myrtle 

Way, Janesville.

Newspaper columnist and 
 will 

kicks
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Food & Drink

Restaurant reviewer Bill Livick says 

tastes, portions play big  

at Madison’s Plaka Tavern. Page 6C

anywhere,” he said.

2018 Beloit Autorama preps for 1,200 vehicles at 42nd annual show

IF YOU GO

Hot wheels

Crazy for cars
Car lovers will put 1,200 

cars on display at the 42nd 

annual Beloit Autorama. 

kicks, inside

5-1 win draws Brewers to within a game of the Cubs. Page 1B
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