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•Susan “Sue” Burton
•Emory W. Carlson
•John E. Christophersen Sr.
•Dustin S. Dixon
•Leland L. Fishel

•Mary C. Fleming
•Cole S. Grangaard
•Rena M. Luitze
•Zachary M. Schmit
•Doris E. Stangler

•Donna Frances Stevenson
•Helen E. Warren
•Katherine Young
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 59  
Clouds breaking 
for sun; warmer
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City newsletter
Janesville has started  

a monthly newsletter  

to offer updates  

on city projects. Page 8A

Alpine returns
After a year’s hiatus,  

Alpine Valley Music  

Theatre reopens with  

five concerts. Page 2A

Walkoff win
Jesus Aguilar’s home run, 

his second of the game, 

lifted the Brewers to a 2-1 

win over St. Louis. Page 1B

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
In a big victory for privacy interests in 

the digital age, the Supreme Court ruled 
Friday that police generally need a warrant 
to look at records that reveal where cell-
phone users have been.

The 5-4 decision marks a big change in 
how police may obtain information that 
phone companies collect from ubiquitous 
cellphone towers that allow people to 
make and receive calls, and transmit data. 
The information has become an important 

tool in criminal investigations.
Chief Justice John Roberts, joined by 

the court’s four liberals, said cellphone 
location information “is detailed, ency-
clopedic and effortlessly compiled.” Rob-
erts wrote that “an individual maintains 
a legitimate expectation of privacy in the 
record of his physical movements” as they 
are captured by cellphone towers.

Roberts said the court’s decision is lim-
ited to cellphone tracking information and 
does not affect other business records, in-
cluding those held by banks. He also wrote 
that police still can respond to an emergen-
cy and obtain records without a warrant.

But the dissenting conservative justices, 
Anthony Kennedy, Samuel Alito, Clarence 
Thomas and Neil Gorsuch, cast doubt on 
Roberts’ claim that the decision was lim-
ited. Each wrote a dissenting opinion, and 
Kennedy said in his that the court’s “new 

and uncharted course will inhibit law 
enforcement” and “keep defendants and 
judges guessing for years to come.”

Roberts does not often line up with his 
liberal colleagues against a unified front of 
conservative justices, but digital-age pri-
vacy cases can cross ideological lines, as 
when the court unanimously said in 2014 
that a warrant is needed before police can 
search the cellphone of someone they’ve 
just arrested.

The court ruled Friday in the case of 
Timothy Carpenter, who was sentenced to 
116 years in prison for his role in a string 
of robberies of Radio Shack and T-Mobile 
stores in Michigan and Ohio. Cell tower 
records spanning 127 days, which inves-
tigators got without a warrant, bolstered 
the case against Carpenter.

Investigators obtained the records with 
a court order that requires a lower stan-

dard than the “probable cause” needed 

for a warrant. “Probable cause” requires 

strong evidence that a person has commit-

ted a crime.

The judge at Carpenter’s trial refused 

to suppress the records, finding no war-

rant was needed, and a federal appeals 

court agreed. The Trump administration 

said the lower court decisions should be 

upheld.

The American Civil Liberties Union, 

representing Carpenter, said a warrant 

would provide protection against unjus-

tified government snooping.

“This is a groundbreaking victory for 

Americans’ privacy rights in the digital 

age. The Supreme Court has given privacy 

law an update that it has badly needed for 

many years, finally bringing it in line with 

Court affirms privacy rights in cellphone ruling
In 5-4 ruling, court says police  
generally need search warrant  
to track movements on phone

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For years, voters in some 

Janesville neighborhoods 

have visited their local 

schools to cast ballots in 

elections.

That arrangement is 

likely nearing an end.

The Janesville City Coun-

cil on Monday will consid-

er moving polling places 

from Edison and Franklin 

middle schools and Wash-

ington Elementary School 

to three new locations. 

The move comes after the 

Janesville School District 

informed the city May 29 

it was no longer willing to 

host polling places in any 

schools, according to a city 

memorandum.

The Rock County Job 

Center would replace Ed-

ison Middle School, St. 

William Catholic Church 

would replace Franklin 

Middle School and Faith 

Lutheran Church would 

replace Washington Ele-

mentary School, pending 

council approval.

The change would af-

fect 12 voting wards and 

approximately 9,400 reg-

istered voters. That’s about 

30 percent of the city’s reg-

istered electorate, accord-

ing to the memo.

Franklin and Washing-

ton still would be used for 

the August primary. Edison 

Janesville could 
move polling sites 
from its schools

JANESVILLE

Proposed polling place changes

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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Change would 
affect about 9,400  
registered voters

Turn to COUNCIL on Page 9A

Turn to COURT on Page 9A

Parkland shooting survivors demand action at Ryan’s Janesville office

Seeking change

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
High school student David Hogg speaks with a worker inside House Speaker Paul Ryan’s office in Janesville on Friday. 
Survivors of the Parkland, Florida, school shooting stopped in Janesville as part of the national ‘Road to Change’ tour 
by the group March For Our Lives.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Survivors of the Parkland, Flor-

ida, school shooting paid a visit 

to Rep. Paul Ryan’s Janesville of-

fice Friday, demanding the House 

speaker push for universal back-

ground checks on gun purchases.

David Hogg, a national figure 

in the gun safety movement and a 

founder of the group March For Our 

Lives, was among more than a doz-

en students who huddled around a 

small window to speak with Ryan’s 

staffers.

“Here’s the deal: Did you know 

that 97 percent of Americans sup-

port universal background checks?” 

Hogg asked the staffers on the op-

posite side of the window.

“If that’s the case, why didn’t 

Paul Ryan allow the vote on House 

Resolution 4240 for universal back-

ground checks?” he asked.

Twelve of the students who 

stopped by Ryan’s office, including 

Hogg, survived the Feb. 14 high 

school shooting that left 17 dead. 

They formed March For Our Lives, a 

group that advocates for gun safety 

legislation and has led rallies na-

tionwide out of frustration with 

current gun laws.

Emma González, a Parkland stu-

dent who has spoken at numerous 

rallies, said they visited Janesville 

on their national “Road to Change” 

tour to discuss a universal back-

ground check bill with Ryan.

They also held a youth meetup 

event at the Pontiac Convention 

Center to register young voters 

and harness momentum after mil-

lions of people participated in 800 

March For Our Lives events across 

the country on March 24.

Ryan was not available Friday, 

which disappointed González.

“Thank you, Paul Ryan, for mak-

ing it as difficult as possible for your 

constituents to have a conversation 

with you but not making it as dif-

ficult as possible to see your work-

out pictures,” González said. “That’s 

why we’re here today … to talk to 

Paul Ryan. But I guess if we can’t 

talk to him, we’ll talk at him.”

Jordan Dunn, a Ryan spokes-

man, issued this statement after 

Friday’s rally:

Turn to CHANGE on Page 5A
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