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Biden visits
The former vice  

president met with  

the Blake family, joined 

community discussion 

in Kenosha. Page 2A
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By Jonah Beleckis and Neil 

Johnson

Gazette staff

WHITEWATER

UW-Whitewater Chan-

cellor Dwight Watson is on 

paid administrative leave 

pending the out-

come of an inves-

tigation into an 

unspecified com-

plaint, Interim UW 

System President 

Tommy Thomp-

son said in a state-

ment Thursday.

The brief state-

ment says the 

leave is effective 

Thursday. Interim 

Provost Greg Cook 

will take over lead-

ing the university 

“until the com-

plaint is resolved,” 

Thompson wrote.

“We will have 

no further com-

ment on this personnel 

matter at this time,” the 

statement reads.

Thursday’s news comes 

just one day after the 

start of classes amid the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

UW-W, like other cam-

puses across the state and 

country, is navigating the 

monumental task of try-

ing to have students on 

campus while attempting 

to minimize virus risk and 

exposure.

The UW System has not 

made it clear when a com-

plaint was made, what the 

investigation is focused 

on, or how it might per-

tain to Watson.

As Chancellor, 

Watson was being 

paid $240,000 

when he was hired 

last year, accord-

ing to university 

records.

The holder of 

the top post at 

UW-W has been 

under investi-

gation in recent 

years before Wat-

son, as well.

Investigators 

looked into Wat-

son’s predecessor, 

Beverly Kopper, 

for her handling 

of sexual harass-

ment claims made 

against her husband, Alan 

“Pete” Hill.

Those investigators 

found no direct evidence 

Complaint 
puts Watson 
on paid leave

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

After months of uncertainty, 

the former First National Bank 

building in downtown Janesville 

is in new hands.

Blackhawk Community Credit 

Union intends to sell the circa-

1913 bank to the Forward Janes-

ville Forward Foundation, the two 

groups announced late Thursday.

The sale of the property at 100 

W. Milwaukee St. is pending and 

likely will close today, both par-

ties said.

The sale hits a reset button 

on the former bank after the 

credit union abandoned reno-

vations intended to convert the 

building to the Legacy Center, a 

museum to honor local General 

Motors workers. The credit union 

shelved work on the property this 

spring when the COVID-19 pan-

demic hit.

Both the credit union and the 

Forward Foundation said sale 

of the bank building signals the 

property will remain standing. 

The Forward Foundation said it 

considers the historic property a 

linchpin in ongoing revitalization 

in the heart of downtown.

“This property is in a very stra-

tegic location and is important for 

the implementation of the ARISE 

Historic bank building nears sale

Gazette file photo
Blackhawk Community Credit Union and the Forward Janesville Forward 
Foundation expect to close the sale of the former First National Bank 
building today.

There will be 

no paper 

Monday. 

Have a safe 

and happy 

Labor Day

Forward Janesville’s charitable foundation has agreed to buy site
Both the credit union and the Forward Foundation said sale of the bank 

building signals the property will remain standing. The Forward Foundation 

said it considers the historic property a linchpin in ongoing revitalization  

in the heart of downtown.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Charlie Tanner lifts a dragonfly kite into the air for her mother’s attempt to fly it in a field near Adams Elementary School 
in Janesville on Thursday evening.

Catch the wind UW-WHITEWATER

Unspecified issue 
being investigated, 
UW System says

Thompson

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Kwik Trip is ready to submit plans 

to the city on what an official with 
the company said would be the larg-
est Kwik Trip store to date.

The proposed Kwik Trip store, gas 
station and car wash at the former 
Maurer’s Market at 2822 E. Milwau-
kee St., would be larger than any of 
the chain’s other stores because of 

the addition of a liquor store.

Dax Connely, real estate manager 

for Kwik Trip, said the city’s ordi-

nance dictating a separate entrance 

for liquor sections at grocery and con-

venience stores prompted the size, 

which will match only with another 

Kwik Trip to be built on Humes Road 

next year.

Connely and Kwik Trip devel-

opment coordinator Seth Waddell 

held a meeting Thursday night with 

neighbors of the proposed store to 

discuss concerns and answer ques-

tions.

The convenience store would be 

8,000 square feet, about the size 

of other new “generation three” 

stores, but will also feature a 

3,000-square-foot liquor store, mak-

ing it larger than other stores that sell 

liquor alongside other convenience 

items, Connely said.

The 24-hour store would feature 

24 fueling stations, 66 parking stalls 

and a car wash.

Community concerns focused 

largely on traffic. Neighbors won-

dered if any changes would be made 

on nearby roads and voiced con-

cerns about more people driving too 

quickly down Milwaukee Street.

A traffic study was conducted 

in April, paid for by Kwik Trip, and 

found no changes would be needed 

to accommodate traffic. The study 

Kwik Trip, residents discuss proposal for new store
Convenience store chain 

plans to build at two  
locations in Janesville
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