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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Robert H. Diamond Sr.
•Judith A. Engle
•Ann M. Hill
•Rheta R. Kauer
•Dorothy E. Stuckey
•Walter “Pinky” York

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 60  

A little rain  
late in the p.m.

More on 7A

Charges filed
A Clinton man 

faces federal gun 

charges after the 

FBI searched his 

home Wednesday. 

Page 6A

Veteran presence
Green Bay added a 

number of experienced 

secondary players in the 

offseason who are helping 

the unit succeed. Page 1B
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quick kicks
THEATER

Happy Birthday, JLT!

For being as old as it is, 

Janesville Little Theatre gets 

around pretty good.

Be part of the celebration as 

the nation’s oldest community 

theater 
group 
cele-
brates 
90 
years during 

a birthday party 

fundraiser from 6:30 to 8:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16, at the 

Janesville Performing Arts Cen-

ter, 408 S. Main St., Janesville.

Admission is $20 and 

includes two drink tickets, birth-

day cake, other desserts from 

local businesses and a sneak 

peek of JLT’s upcoming produc-

tion of “On Golden Pond.”

For more information, visit 

JanesvilleLittleTheatre.org.

FESTIVALS

Fall fun

What better way to spend a 

crisp fall day than at a church 

festival?
Venture out to Cooksville 

Lutheran Church, 

11927 W. Church 

St., Evansville, for 

its annual 
Autumn Fest 

starting at 10 

a.m. Sunday, Oct. 13.

Along with a pork loin cook-

off, live music, a bake sale and 

raffles, the party also will offer 

activities such as pumpkin dec-

orating to help keep the kids 

entertained.
For more information, call 

608-882-4408 or visit  

CooksvilleLutheran.org.

GARDENING

Sewing seeds

Everybody’s favorite natural-

ist, Dave Bendlin,will lead a wild-

flower seed col-

lecting program 

from 10 a.m. to 

noon Saturday, Oct. 

12, at Tower Hill 

Park on East St. 

Mary Street in 

Milton.
The event is sponsored 

by the Rock County Conser-

vationists. For more infor-

mation, call 608-868-3824 or 

email dbendlin@centurytel.net.
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Food & Drink

Livick: Sequoia offers artful, tasty 

food in an upscale setting on  

Madison’s Monroe Street. Page 6C

GoodGood

SpiritsSpirits

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Mu ah 

ha ha. Mu AH ha ha. 

MU AH HA HA!

Yes, we recognize 

the sinister laughter 

doesn’t translate well 

to print.

We also know some peo-

ple truly relish the sound 

and sight of scary. They 

are the ones who would be 

delighted to dine with—or 

on—the undead.

Others, however, might 

cower under the table at 

the first “Mu” in “Mu ah 

ha ha.”

Fortunately, the 

Rock County Histor-

ical Society’s annual 

“Spirits in the Night” 

program features a 

month of events that range 

from a joyful celebration of 

wizardry to some unpleas-

ant interactions with the 

Halloween kicks 

into high gear  

with a variety of 

local entertainment 

options

Turn to SCARY on Page 1C

Ready for a fright
Rock County Historical 

Society plans series of 

Halloween-related  

happenings through 

October. kicks, inside

Edgerton man among 
Evers’ first pardons

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

E
ric Pizer has wanted to 
help others and do some-
thing positive with his life 

for as long as he can remember.
As a boy, he had hoped to 

become a police officer.
“Ever since I was a kid, that’s 

always been the 
one figure I’ve 
always looked up 
to and respected 
a lot, and I just 
always thought 
one day I’d be a 
police officer,” 
Pizer said.

He enlisted in 
the Marine Corps 

after high school to prepare him-
self for a law enforcement career 
and to serve his country. He 
served two tours during the Iraq 
War.

But days after returning home 
in 2004, his goal went sideways. 
He was charged with felony sub-
stantial battery after an alterca-
tion outside a bar in Boscobel. 
He got probation, but that pro-
hibited him from carrying a gun 
and working as a police officer.

On Monday, Pizer, 38, got a 
fresh start. He was among four 
people pardoned by Gov. Tony 
Evers—the first pardons issued 
in Wisconsin in nearly 10 years.

Pizer was 23 at the time of the 
2004 incident. He was celebrat-
ing his return from deployment 
with friends when they were 
joined at the bar by a group of 
women they had met.

“It was pretty low-key, and we 
found out later one of them was 
married, and none of us knew, 

After his 
felony, 
a fresh 
start

Pizer

Group was a key ally 
to Americans in fight  
against IS militants

By Lefteris Pitarakis  

and Sarah El Deeb

Associated Press

AKCAKALE, TURKEY

Turkey launched airstrikes, 

fired artillery and began a 

ground offensive against Kurd-

ish fighters in northern Syria 

on Wednesday after U.S. troops 

pulled back from the area, pav-

ing the way for an assault on 

forces that have long been allied 

with the United States.

Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan announced the 

start of the campaign, which 

followed an abrupt decision 
Sunday by U.S. President Don-
ald Trump that American troops 

would step aside to allow the 
operation.

Trump’s  move drew 

bipartisan opposition at home 

and represented a shift in U.S. 

policy that essentially aban-

doned the Syrian Kurdish fight-

ers who have been America’s 

only allies in Syria fighting the 

Islamic State group. After Erdo-

gan announced the offensive, 

Trump called the operation “a 

bad idea.”

There were signs of panic in 

the streets of residential areas 

close to the borders as civilians 

fled on foot, in cars and with 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Whenever Katie Kukuk tells someone 

she used to be addicted to drugs, the typi-

cal responses are disbelief and shock.

Kukuk shared her story Wednesday 

with recovering addicts, their families and 

local advocates at the fourth annual Rock 

for Recovery event at the Rock County 4-H 

Fairgrounds.

She was one of three recovering addicts 

who shared their stories.

“It really can hit anyone,” Kukuk said. 

“The best of people can fall to addiction.”

Kukuk remembers crying in the bath-

tub with her mother years ago, pledging 

to change her life. She’s now the manager 

of a sales company, living a life she never 

thought she could have after battling addic-

tion.

“We get so caught up. We do bad things 

and we get in trouble. It could be with our 

families, our friends or even the law. This 

causes people to believe that they can’t and 

will never amount to anything,” she said.

Kukuk said she proved herself wrong and 

that she hopes others struggling with addic-

tion get help.

Micheal Coleman knows the struggle 

well.

The Janesville resident has a physical dis-

ability that required medication. He strug-

gled with an addiction to painkillers for a 

decade before changing his life, he told The 

Gazette in an interview.

Wednesday’s event reminded him how 

far he has come.

“Ever since I was a kid, I’ve suffered 

from depression,” he said. “Suicide has been 

attempted quite a few times in my life.”

Coleman sought treatment and tried to 

separate himself from bad influences in his 

life, deleting them from his Facebook and 

phone. He relapsed an estimated 20 times 

before finding the right balance, but his four 

kids provided the motivation he needed.

“I battled all of that and addiction for a 

long time up until a couple years ago, and 

then I put that aside. My kids really saved 

my life.”

Coleman said he hopes to educate oth-

ers and someday become a public speaker 

on addiction. He remembers feeling alone, 

but he wants others to keep fighting and 

get help.

“If I could do it, you can do it. … Find a new 

With US gone, Turkey targets Syria’s Kurds

Associated Press
Syrians flee shelling by Turkish forces in Ras al Ayn, Syria, on Wednes-
day. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced Wednesday the 
start of a Turkish military operation against Kurdish fighters in north-
eastern Syria.

It was the longest two weeks of 

these entire 15 years. ... I was still 

optimistic, but at the same time, 

everything I’ve been through  

dealing with this pardon, I kept 

myself in check a little bit.

Eric Pizer describing the wait 

between applying for a pardon 

from the governor and learning 

he would be given one

“ ”
Turn to FRESH on Page 7A

Turn to SYRIA on Page 7A

RELATED
• GOP left out: Congressional 

Republicans were surprised to learn earlier 
this week about President Trump’s plan to 
pull American forces out of the Syria-Turkey 
border region now under Turkish attack./
Page 6B

Messages of hope

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Left: Mary Wright of Janesville holds a candle during the Rock for Recovery event Wednesday at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds in Janesville. 
Wright is currently in drug court and expects to graduate next month. Right, top: Katie Kukuk speaks about her recovery from drug addiction 
during Rock for Recovery. Right, bottom: One Rock for Recovery attendee lights another’s candle during the vigil Wednesday night.

Annual Rock for Recovery brings together people affected by drug addiction

Turn to HOPE on Page 6A
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