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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 12 | Low -4  
Cloudy and frigid

More on 9A

A new option?
The Janesville School 

District could offer 

a tweaked version of 

online schooling for 

the 2021-22 academic 

year. Page 3A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 10 -19 14,007
Deaths ........0 -1 148
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 17 (Feb. 5) -7 (from Jan. 29)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 8%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A deer forages for food in the midday sun in a wooded area along Arbor Ridge Way in Janesville on Tuesday. While the 
sun was shining, the high temperature only reached 9 degrees in Janesville, and the cold weather is expected to stick 
around through the weekend. More on the forecast on Page 9A.

Braving the elements

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Two law firms are pressing 

Rock County to withdraw its 

mandatory COVID-19 vaccina-

tion policy at Rock Haven nursing 

home or allow laid-off workers 

who have declined vaccination 

to return to their jobs.

In two letters sent to county 

officials Feb. 2 by different law 

firms, the attorneys argue the 

county’s mandate is unconsti-

tutional and illegal. Both firms 

represent Rock Haven employ-

ees laid off last month after they 

declined to receive the COVID-19 

vaccine.

Both letters obtained by 

The Gazette suggest that the 

employees could sue the county 

if it doesn’t repeal its mandate 

or allow laid-off workers who 

declined vaccination without an 

exemption to return to work.

One lawyer, Fitchburg attor-

ney Michael Anderson, said he 

is representing several employ-

ees who either were laid off, quit 

or agreed to get the Moderna 

vaccine at Rock Haven against 

their will because they feared 

layoff.

Anderson sent a Feb. 2 demand 

letter to Rock County Administra-

tor Josh Smith requesting that 

County threatened with lawsuits
Attorneys in two cases say vaccine mandate for Rock Haven workers is unconstitutional

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker,  

Mary Clare Jalonick and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

House prosecutors Tuesday 

wrenched senators and the nation 

back to the deadly attack on 

Congress as they opened Donald 

Trump’s historic second impeach-

ment trial with graphic video of the 

insurrection and Trump’s own calls 

for a rally crowd to march to the 

iconic building and “fight like hell” 

against his reelection defeat.

The detailed and emotional pre-

sentation by Democrats was fol-

lowed by meandering and occa-

sionally confrontational argu-

ments from the Trump defense 

team, which insisted that his 

remarks were protected by the 
First Amendment and asserted 
that he cannot be convicted as a for-
mer president. Even Trump’s back-
ers in the Senate winced, several 
saying his lawyers were not help-
ful to his case.

The senators sitting as jurors, 
many of whom fled for safety 
themselves the day of the attack, 
watched and listened, unable to 
avoid the jarring video of Trump 

Video of insurrection kicks off trial
Senators vote 56-44 that  
action is constitutional 

House 
impeachment 
manager Rep. 
Jamie Raskin, 
D-Md., speaks 
Tuesday at 
the Capitol 
in Washing-
ton during 
the second 
impeach-
ment trial of 
former Pres-
ident Donald 
Trump.

Associated 
Press

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The first Wisconsin city 

to implement a transpor-
tation utility has not faced 
legal ramifications because 
of it—a concern that has 
been floated during Janes-
ville City Council discus-
sions on creating such a 
utility.

Neenah Finance Direc-
tor Michael Easker said his 
city has not faced any legal 

challenges because of its 
transportation utility, which 
was created in 2019, despite 
having been the first city to 
have one.

In Janesville, city coun-
cil members have expressed 
concern about potential 
legal challenges if the city 
next year creates a transpor-
tation utility, which would 
change how the city pays 
for road maintenance.

Concerns were height-
ened by a statement from 
Wisconsin Manufacturers & 
Commerce, the state cham-
ber of commerce, claiming 
that the city does not have 
solid legal ground to move 
forward with the utility.

Group targets 
city’s idea  

for road utility

SECOND IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF DONALD J. TRUMP

Turn to HAVEN on Page 7A

Janesville council 
members worry 

about legal action

Turn to UTILITY on Page 9A

Turn to TRIAL on Page 9A

Milton tops Parker
The Vikings went cold in 

the second half of their 

42-35 regional quarterfinal 

loss to the Red Hawks on 

Tuesday night. 
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