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One win away
In a contest between two 

teams missing their top 

players, the Milwaukee 

Bucks upended the Atlanta 

Hawks to take a 3-2 lead 

in the Eastern Conference 

Finals. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 58  
Comfortable with 

periods of sun
More on 9A
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All the public school dis-
tricts in Rock County, includ-
ing Janesville and Milton, will 
see increases in state aid for the 
upcoming school year, according 
to preliminary numbers released 
by the Department of Public 
Instruction.

The estimates are based in 
part on the 2021-23 state bien-
nial budget recommendation 
approved by the Joint Finance 
Committee on June 17. The aid 
calculation is based on the best 
information currently available, 
meaning school districts won’t 
know their actual aid totals until 
they are certified by the state 
Oct. 15.

The state estimates it will send 
$66,651,406 to the Janesville 
School District, $1,877,368 more 
than it received for the 2020-
21 school year, a 2.9% increase. 
Milton’s estimated increase of 
$1,884,531 from $22,139,697 in 
2020-21 to $24,024,228 in 2021-
22 would be an 8.51% increase.

General school aids are the 
largest form of state support for 
Wisconsin public schools. State 
equalization aid is meant to 
make up the difference between 
a district’s actual tax base and 
the state guaranteed tax base. 
Districts with a low valuation 
per pupil receive a higher per-
centage of state aid.

Estimated general school 

Area school 
districts set 

to receive 
increased 
state aid

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

The Janesville Police 

Department on Thursday 

began two days of active 

shooter training in the 

former Toys ‘R’ Us build-

ing on Milton Avenue. A 

department-wide affair, 

the training is for offi-

cers of all experience lev-

els working various shifts. 

The training drills were 

set to run 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday and today.

While this meant greater 

police activity in the area, 

the majority of the instruc-

tion was taking place 

inside the building, and no 

live ammunition is used. In 

the past, such training has 

been held in local schools, 

hospitals and other loca-

tions where active shoot-

ings might arise.

Each drill is a role-play-

ing scenario in which 

someone acts as a shooter 

and others the police 

might come across. As 

the drills begin, officers 

are led through the build-

ing to assess the status of 

wounded individuals and 

inform them that help is 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the Janesville Police Department participate  
in active-shooter training inside the former Toys ‘R’ Us  
building in Janesville on Thursday. Their training will continue 
today.

Police begin active shooter training
Event continues 

today inside  
Toys ‘R’ Us building

Patrol Lieutenant Mark 

Ratzlaff, who helps  

lead the drills, says one 

of the most important 

purposes behind the  

training is preparing 

officers to handle the 

situations before they find 

themselves in the midst  

of a real-world setting.

Cropping up:  

Solar farms

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF BELOIT

R
etired farmer Mark Schultz 
has had the same view from 
his farmstead out across 

West Creedy Road for more than 

60 years.

He sees acres and acres of the 

neighbors’ fields.

This year, it’s green soybeans 

as far as the eye can see—all the 

way up a gently rolling hill that 

rises to the south. But after this 

year, and for probably the next 

30 years, Schultz might have to 

get used to different scenery.

Schultz is among hundreds of 

rural residents in southern Wis-

consin who are witnessing the 

sudden blooming of a new type 

of crop—solar power.

By summer 2022, Alliant 

Energy hopes to have state 

approval to break ground on 

a new 500-acre, 65-megawatt 

solar energy farm named Pad-

dock Solar. The project would fill 

the fields across the road from 

Schultz’s property with scores 

of solar collection panels that 

Alliant will tie into the existing 

Paddock electrical substation 

Scenery could change from green plants  
to solar collection panels for some rural residents

Above: A home sits across from the future location for the Paddock Solar Project, an estimated 65-mega-
watt solar project located just west of Beloit along Highway 213. Construction is expected to get underway 
in 2022 and be completed in late 2023.
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Janesville estimated 
to get 2.9% more than 
2020-21 school year

Turn to SOLAR on Page 9A

Turn to AID on Page 10A

Turn to TRAINING on Page 10A

RELATED
• More power: A 75-megawatt,  

500-acre solar farm will be constructed in  
the town of Jefferson./Page 10A
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