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High 86 | Low 67 
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Cubs complete sweep
The Brewers’ offensive drought 

continued Sunday in a 7-2 loss 

to Chicago, which stretched its 

lead atop the NL Central 

division. Page 1B

A day for some classics
The Madison Classics Auto Swap 

Meet and Car Show marked its 

34th year at the Walworth County 

Fairgrounds in Elkhorn on 

Sunday. Page 3A
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When “it can’t happen here” becomes 

“we never imagined it would happen here,” 

what usually follows is “what could have 

been done to prevent it from happening?”

For more than two years, Blackhawk 

Technical College officials have been con-

sidering how to keep students and staff 

safe from a worst-case-scenario event such 

as a school shooting.

In April, the Blackhawk Technical Col-

lege Board approved plans for a pilot pro-

gram that would involve armed security 

guards on the central campus and boost 

training for faculty and staff.

It’s not something they like to talk 

about, partly because no school wants to 

be thought of as a target and partly because 

the solutions to security problems aren’t 

always clear cut.

The college’s office of safety and security 

has unarmed and non-sworn security offi-

cers who work at the central campus, at the 

Advanced Manufacturing Center in Mil-

ton and at the Monroe campus. Students 

from the school’s public safety program 

are trained and patrol during the evening 

hours at the manufacturing center and on 

the Monroe campus.

Their duties include foot and vehicle 

patrols; safe walks with students going 

to their cars; community education and 

safety presentations; accident investiga-

tions; minor medical help to students, staff 

and visitors; and vehicle unlocks and jump 

starts.

It was the “knowledge and awareness 

of the Jakubowski threat” that started 

the conversation, said Renea Ranguette, 

Blackhawk Technical College vice presi-

dent of administrative services.

Janesville resident Joseph Jakubowski 

in spring 2017 sent President Donald 

Trump an anti-government manifesto and 

afterward stole guns and a silencer from a 

local store. The manhunt, which involved 

the FBI and law enforcement from across 

south-central Wisconsin, resulted in 

increased security at schools, churches 

and other community organizations.

“When that situation was resolved, it 

‘Safe on campus’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Chuck Behm, evening administrator of safety and security, demonstrates how he is able to 
check all security cameras, even those at other campus locations, from his desk at Black-
hawk Technical College on Friday afternoon.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It might be too early to draw con-

clusions about Janesville’s experi-

ment in allowing homeless people 

to sleep in their cars in a park. But 

so far, so good.

The arrangement began Thurs-

day night in the parking lot of a boat 

launch on the far north side of Trax-

ler Park.

Police reported one man stayed 

the night Thursday. Three cars used 

the lot Friday and Saturday nights.

Friday, Dave and Mary, who 

arrived at the lot separately, were 

passing the time by chatting in her 

minivan. They agreed to give their 

first names for this story.

They did not appear to be the 

people some in the community have 

feared, bringing drugs or other 

crime.

“I think we’re too old to do that,” 

Dave said.

They are both in their 60s.

Dave is a former construction 

worker and homeowner in Chicago. 

He has struggled for much of the 

past 20 years after his divorce and 

the death of his son, he said.

Dave starts a job next week, and 

he hopes to have enough money to 

get an apartment before the weather 

turns cold.

“I’m not asking for sympathy,” he 

said. “I’m a hard worker, a go-getter.”

Dave has gotten help from family, 

Janesville’s overnight parking for the homeless begins
JANESVILLE
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homeless parking

By Ted Anthony

AP National Writer

Ohio: A bar district where friends 
gathered for drinks on a warm Saturday 
night. Texas: A Walmart stocked with 
supplies for back-to-school shopping on 
an August morning. California: A fam-
ily-focused festival that celebrates garlic, 
the local cash crop.

Two consecutive summer weekends. 
Less than seven days. More than 30 fellow 
human beings gone in moments, in pub-
lic places exactly like those where huge 
swaths of the American population go 
without a second thought.

Or perhaps not. Perhaps no longer. 
Have we crossed into an era of second, 
third, even fourth thoughts?

“I don’t like to go out, especially with-
out my husband. It’s really scary being out 
by myself,” preschool teacher Courtney 
Grier, 21, said Sunday outside a grocery 
store in Virginia Beach, Virginia, where 
a gunman killed 12 in a city building in 
late May.

But, Grier says, “You still have to go to 
the grocery store to get dinner. You can’t 
just not go.”

That might be an apt slogan for Amer-
ica, circa 2019: You can’t just not go.

Civic life, particularly the public por-
tion of it, has been a foundation of Amer-
ican society since the beginnings. That 
may have ebbed in today’s nose-in-your-
device world, but events such as festivals, 
going out for the evening and in particu-
lar shopping remain enduring communal 
activities. Now those three venues have 
given us lethal and very public shootings 
in the space of less than a week.

Add other daily-life institutions that 
have been visited by mass shootings—
houses of worship, movie theaters, malls, 
a newsroom and, of course, schools—and 
the question becomes more pressing: Are 
these loud, sudden events starting to 

fundamentally change America in quiet, 

incremental ways?

The sites where bullets flew and peo-

ple fell this past week are not simply 

places where random people gather pub-

licly and informally. More importantly, 

if you’re an American, they’re places like 

the ones where people like YOU gather 

Life in public-shooting-era America: ‘You can’t just not go’

Blackhawk Tech experiment to include armed guards

America  
bewildered

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
‘Mary’ sits in her van overnight Saturday at Traxler Park’s north boat launch 
parking lot in Janesville.

RELATED
• Dayton, Ohio: A 24-year-old man killed nine 

and wounded 27 in just seconds before he was killed by 
police./Page 6B

• El Paso, Texas: The shooting deaths of 20 peo-
ple and injury of another two dozen will be handled as a 
case of domestic terrorism./Page 6B

Associated Press
Mourners gather Sunday at a vigil after a 
nearby mass shooting in Dayton, Ohio. Nine 
people in Ohio were killed Saturday in the 
second mass shooting in the U.S. in less than 
24 hours. The suspected shooter was killed 
by police, officials said. 

City experiment began over weekend in Traxler Park
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