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Mother’s Day 

amid a pandemic 
Kicks offers strategies 

to help you celebrate 

a special day amid 

the strangest of 

circumstances. Page 3C

A tree tradition
UW-Whitewater is marking 

the 150th year of its  

relationship with trees 

by rededicating its efforts 

to the Salisbury Idea.  

Page 3A

Senior salutes continue
Parker seniors Zack Milner and Ryan 

Zimmerman would have been 

a formidable duo for the Vikings 

in the 2020 spring boys golf season.  

A look at the duo and what’s 

next for them. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 37  

Partly sunny; 
breezy in the p.m.

More on 7A
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By Sharon Cohen and Alan Clendenning

Associated Press

CHICAGO
When Jamie Bolker started teaching com-

position at MacMurray College in January, 
she felt she had won the lottery. After send-
ing out more than 140 resumes, she had a ten-
ure-track position in English.

Last month, though, Bolker delivered a 
dire Twitter announcement: “Welp. MacMur-
ray College is permanently closing ... They 
were already on the edge and coronavirus was 
the final nail.”

While the Jacksonville, Illinois, school’s 
financial troubles were years in the mak-
ing—fueled by declining enrollment, an inad-
equate endowment and competition—Mac-
Murray spokesman James Prescott said the 
challenge of securing funding during or after 
the economically crippling pandemic helped 
seal its fate.

The dramatic and widespread fallout from 
the novel coronavirus has thrown the U.S. 
higher education system into a state of tur-
moil with fears that it could transform into 
an existential moment for the time-honored 
American tradition of high school graduates 
heading off to college.

“What every college and university is facing 
is an immediate cash flow crisis,” says Terry 
Hartle, senior vice president of the American 
Council on Education. ”We’re dealing with 
something completely unprecedented in 
modern history. There is just so much ambi-
guity how this will continue to evolve.”

Across America, campuses have become 
ghost towns, graduation ceremonies have 
been canceled and school administrators 
watch as the pandemic rips through budgets, 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Imagine a courtroom: Judge, jury, 

attorneys, the public, security staff all 

wearing masks.

Attendees are quizzed and have their 

temperatures taken at the courthouse 

entrance.

That might be what local courtrooms 

will look like when they start holding 

jury trials again, maybe sometime this 

summer.

Courts statewide have postponed jury 

trials and delayed some other hearings 

since late March.

As they shift back to handling all 

those cases, it won’t be getting back to 

normal, said Rock County Chief Judge 

Daniel Dillon in an interview this week. 

Rather, it’ll be a new normal.

Dillon and Judge John Wood pointed 

to a state courts task force that met ear-

lier in the week in which Dr. Dennis 

Maki, professor emeritus at UW Medical 

School, recommended surgical masks—

not cloth masks—and maybe gloves for 

court hearings to ward off COVID-19 

infection.

The state court system has banned 

in-person hearings for now, so Rock 

County judges have taken to the Zoom 

online conferencing app, with defen-

dants, attorneys and judges appearing 

in boxes on the same screen from dif-

ferent locations.

Walworth County judges are holding 

hearings via phone conference.

The public has been able to “attend” 

the Rock County hearings on each court’s 

YouTube channel.

Rock County Judge Michael Haak-

enson, who handles all juvenile cases, 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Noga Turk asked a Janesville police 

officer stationed at the corner of East 
Wall and North Main streets Saturday 
morning if she could take his picture.

It’s just so bizarre to see a police offi-
cer watching over a farmers market, 
Turk said, explaining why she snapped 
the photo.

Police officers, masks, hand-washing 
stations and social distancing are part 
of the Janesville Farmers Market’s new 
normal for the 2020 season.

Those precautions allow the mar-
ket to stay open despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has shut down many 
retailers and forced people to stay home 
as much as possible to avoid spreading 
the virus.

Saturday kicked off the market’s sea-
son, and Director Emily Arthur said she 
was pleased with the turnout.

Booths were moved into a single line 

on the west side of Main Street. Attend-

ees were encouraged to move through 

lines while maintaining distance and 

avoiding congregating in groups.

Attendance was a little thinner than 

a typical opening day, but considering 

the safer-at-home order and fewer ven-

dors, it was a good turnout, Arthur said.

Turk, a Janesville resident originally 

from Israel, was one of dozens of peo-

ple to shop the market in its first hour 

of opening.

New rules, such as having to wear a 

mask and maintaining distance from 

other people, did not impede her expe-

rience, she said. 

A frequent shopper, Turk said she 

would do whatever it takes to keep the 

market running.

“To me, it’s like going to church,” she 

said.

Lynn Dahleen, owner of Homegrown 

Exchange in Albany, is starting her sixth 

year of selling vegetables, canned goods, 

plant starters and other kinds of plants 

Higher ed’s 
existential 
moment?

Ben Bascom via AP
Jamie Bolker while doing research at the Amer-
ican Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Mass., in 
2019. When Bolker started teaching composi-
tion at MacMurray College in January, she felt 
like she had won the lottery. In March, though, the 
college announced it was permanently closing.

Seeking a ‘new normal’

First-day shoppers say preserving annual tradition is worth masks, rules

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Lynn Dahleen stresses to a customer that she has been using hand sanitizer as they exchange money for spinach during the first 
Janesville Farmers Market of the season Saturday.

IF YOU GO
What: Janesville Farmers Market.
When: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Satur-

day.
Where: North Main Street between 

Milwaukee Street and Pease Court.

Farmers market  
COVID-19 guidelines:

 �Visitors must enter at the East Wall 
Street entrance.

 �All visitors must wear masks.
 �Only one visitor allowed per house-

hold.
 �Visitors and vendors must remain 

6 feet apart from each other. 
To check which vendors plan to 

attend and to place preorders, visit 
janesvillefarmersmarket.com.

Pandemic could change 
face of American institution

Courthouse regulars are looking for a way to resume legal business amid a pandemic

Farmers market returns
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