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Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL •2A-3A, 12A

Holiday help for those grieving
For people who are grieving, the glitter and 

gladness of the holiday season heightens the 
tangible feeling of sorrow unique to bereave-
ment, local experts said. The Gazette asked 
professionals who work every day with people 
struggling with loss to explain the impact of the 
season and ways to soften the misery.

STATE • 12A

Schimel: Rule unenforceable
The state cannot enforce a 7-year-old rule 

that fire sprinklers be put in new apartment 
buildings with three to 20 units, state Attorney 
General Brad Schimel wrote in an opinion Fri-
day. In the opinion, the GOP attorney general 
said the Department of Safety and Professional 
Services rule goes beyond the agency’s authority 
under state law.

SPORTS • 1B-11B

Hot-shooting MU beats UW
Playing on the road 

against Marquette’s big-
gest rival, Andrew Rowsey 
scored 24 points on 5-of-
6 shooting from 3-point 
range, while Markus How-
ard added 23 points in an 82-63 win Saturday 
over Wisconsin at the Kohl Center in Madison. 
The Golden Eagles’ high-scoring backcourt duo 
played through foul trouble to claim the school’s 
second straight road victory in a series marking 
its 100th anniversary.

NATION/WORLD • 12B-13B

Are fires ‘the new normal’?
“This is the new normal,” said California Gov. 

Jerry Brown on Saturday as he surveyed dam-
age from the deadly Ventura County fire that 
has caused the most destruction and continued 
burning out of control. “We’re about ready to 
have firefighting at Christmas. This is very odd 
and unusual.”

living: Working and playing with plants can help people cope with illness • 1C

WEATHER • 13A

TODAY
36°/22°

Partial sunshine

MONDAY
38°/17°

A little snow 
at times Sunday, December 10, 2017 • Our 172nd year • $2.50

DEATH NOTICES • 12A
•Mary Lou Birkeness/Milton
•Barbara Mitchell Gifford/Delavan
•Clifford D. Hagen/Edgerton
•Beverly A. Kraus/Whitewater
•Johnet A. “Johnny” Phillips/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 12A
•Dr. David Brian Gattuso Jr./Whitewater
•Chester A. “Chet” Huber/Sparta
•Kay M. Kettle/Edgerton and Janesville
•Dick Lobrano/Janesville
•Gordon O. Pfeiffer Jr./Janesville
•Dorothy Hamer Wagner/Trumbull, Connecticut

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Tom Den Boer’s pay as CEO of the YMCA 

of Northern Rock County is 

more than twice that of any 

other Rock County nonprofit 

director because of a heavier 

workload, the president of 

the YMCA Board of Directors 

said.

Den Boer’s 2015 pay of 

$271,823 equated to rough-

ly 10 percent of the Y’s $2.6 

million spending for 2015, ac-

cording to the YMCA’s most recent available 

tax filing.

Den Boer is not the only leader who earns a 

six-figure income as the head of a Rock County 

nonprofit or social service agency.

A Gazette inventory of local nonprofit leader 

salaries shows that in 2015 and 2016, five of 

the top 10 earners in the nonprofit sector were 

paid at least $100,000 in total compensation.

Based on a 2015 compensation survey re-

leased by the Wisconsin Nonprofits Associa-

tion, a statewide nonprofit trade group, four of 

the 10 highest-paid nonprofit leaders in Rock 

County appear to have earned compensation 

packages that surpass average pay for execu-

tives of similar-sized nonprofits.

Den Boer’s pay, for instance, was almost 

three times higher than the average pay for a 

nonprofit leader with a similar budget, accord-

ing to the survey.

The Gazette reviewed pay for executives of 

dozens of local nonprofits with budgets rang-

ing from $500,000 up to nearly $10 million. 

The results show a wide range of pay for those 

nonprofit leaders.

Based on IRS form 990 filings—which non-

profits are required to file annually—The Ga-

zette identified nonprofit executive directors 

whose pay ranged from the low to mid-$40,000 

range up to $100,000 or slightly above.

Most nonprofits operate as grant and do-

nor-supported agencies and in many cases 

have tax-exempt status. The agencies The Ga-

zette reviewed were primarily community and 

JANESVILLE
The Rev. Earl Sias listened 

intently as the sound of young 

voices rang out in a moving 

rendition of “Silent Night” at All 

Saints Anglican Catholic Church.

“There’s something about the 

voices of children that melt my 

heart,” Sias said. “They sound like 

angels.”

The hand-

ful of children 

who make up 

Janesville’s 

newest youth 

choir might 

not be angels.

But the 

Academy 

Singers youth 

chorus is 

determined to 

make a good 

impression 

when it debuts in public this 

month at a Christmas program.

The group’s focus is to devel-

op talent, skills and confidence, 

especially among children living 

in the Fourth Ward, where the 

church is located.

All third- through sixth-grade 

students citywide are welcome.

“There may be home-schooled 

children who are interested,” Sias 

said. “We are actively looking for 

new members.”

He is aware of other youth 

choirs in Janesville.

“But this one is free, and there 

are no tryouts,” Sias said.

The Anglican church on Acad-

emy Street offers a rehearsal site, 

but children do not need to be 

members.

Sias wants the choir to do 

New Janesville choir offers youth skills, confidence

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Lori Dissmore, right, leads the All Saints Anglican Catholic Church youth 
chorus in rehearsal Wednesday at the Janesville church.

IF YOU GO

What: The Festival of Lessons and Carols, a service of Scripture and song 
dating to the late 19th century.

When: 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17.
Where: All Saints Anglican Catholic Church, 169 S. Academy St., Janes-

ville.
Details: Program features Academy Singers youth chorus. To learn 

more or to register to be a part of the choir, call 608-719-9084 or email  
4wardacademysingers@gmail.com.

Gazette review indicates pay of some local nonprofit leaders exceeds average

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Sisters Jayme Anderson, left, and Jill Anderson cheer as they begin the Ugly Sweater Run on Saturday morning at 
Riverfront in Janesville. The event raised money for Riverfront to provide services for people with disabilities in Rock 
County. Story, additional photos on Page 2A.

Ugly Sweater Run raises money for those in need

Compensation questions

A joyful sound

Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
Renegade Republican Roy 

Moore may be plagued by scan-
dal, but it will take more than 
that to convince the voters of 
44th Place North to show up 
for Democrat Doug Jones on 
Tuesday.

In a state where Democrats 
are used to 
losing, the 
malaise is 
easy to find 
in this Afri-
c a n - A m e r -
ican neigh-
borhood in 
s u b u r b a n 
Birmingham, 
even on the 
final week-
end before 
A l a b a m a ’s 
high-profile 
Senate con-
test.

“A lot of 
people don’t 
vote because 
they think 
their vote 

don’t count,” Ebonique Jiles, 
27, said after promising a Jones 
volunteer she would support 
the Democrat in Tuesday’s 
election. “I’ll vote regardless 
of whether he wins or loses.”

With history and math 
working against them in deep-
red Alabama, Democrats are 
fighting to energize a winning 
coalition of African-Americans 
and moderate Republicans—a 
delicate balancing act on full 
display on Saturday as Jones 
and his network of volunteers 
canvassed the state.

Nearly 100 miles south of 
Birmingham, during an ap-
pearance near the staging 
ground for Selma’s landmark 
“Bloody Sunday” civil rights 
march in 1965, Jones declared 
that Alabama has an oppor-
tunity to go “forward and not 
backward.”

“This campaign has the 
wind at its back because we 
are bringing people togeth-
er from all across this state,” 
Jones said after a meeting at 

Den Boer
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Alabama 
Democrats 
fight math  
and history

Despite scandal 
in Senate campaign, 
upset looks unlikely

Moore

Jones
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Parker’s Jena Forrestal, left, dribbles the ball behind 
her back to avoid Craig defender Cassie Goswick 
in Saturday’s Big Eight matchup of the crosstown 
rivals at Craig High School in Janesville. Parker 
emerged with a 58-55 victory. Story, Page 1B.

Parker girls win rivalry game


