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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Brad A. Dodge
•William Emerson
•Lorrayne Leeder

•Robert L. Parr
•Helen “Tootie” Wilson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 10 | Low 5  

Mostly sunny 
and frigid

More on 7A

Severe storms 

strike Deep South
An apparent tornado 

left at least 22 people  

dead in Alabama on 

Sunday as severe storms 

hit the region. Page 6B

Help for Rock County?
Rock County Administrator Josh 

Smith says Gov. Tony Evers’ 

budget proposal has state aid 

elements that could give  

Rock County greater financial 

flexibility. Page 3A

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Light from a kitchen window illuminates Ashley Friis as she prepares a birthday treat for her fiancé while 
home after work with her 2-year-old daughter. Friis in 2009 lost both of her kidneys to the rare disease 
atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome (aHUS). She received a kidney transplant from her mother in 2011, 
but pregnancy spurred the return of her aHUS, ruining the transplanted kidney. She is now waiting for 
another kidney donor.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Ashley Friis said she would 

never trade her daughter for 

her kidney, but she wishes 

somebody had warned her that 

pregnancy might rekindle her 

kidney disease.

She was thrilled when doc-

tors told her she could get preg-

nant.

Her pregnancy would be 

high-risk, but doctors felt con-

fident everything would be OK.

It wasn’t long before Friis 

was pregnant with a baby girl.

About six months later, Friis’ 

daughter Aidynn had to be de-

livered early because the baby 

had stopped growing in utero 

and Friis’ health was declining, 

she said.

Her pregnancy had triggered 

a recurrence of atypical hemo-

lytic uremic syndrome—a rare 

disease that causes red blood 

cells to break down and kidneys 

to fail, said Ehteshamul Anjum, 

nephrologist and medical di-

rector at Mercyhealth Dialysis 

Center in Janesville.

Friis had been diagnosed 

with the disease about 10 years 

earlier, when it caused both 

‘It’s just not fair’

Ashley Friis spends an average of three hours each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center’s dialysis cen-
ter and receives biweekly blood infusions in Madison. Soon after the 
premature birth of her daughter in February 2017, Friis was put on 
dialysis because her kidney, given by her mother, failed.

After having daughter, woman needs another kidney transplant

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Ken Olander wanted Sheila 

Larson to hear her son’s heart 

beat again.

Luckily, the Janesville man’s 

winter vacation home is 15 

minutes from the mother of 

Olander’s heart donor, he said.

Olander met Larson and 

other members of Spencer 

Briscoe’s family Jan. 16 in 

Surprise, Arizona.

Briscoe was 24 years old 

when he died in a car crash in 

Rapid City, South Dakota, on 

Nov. 12, 2017.

Two days later, a 4:38 a.m. 

phone call woke Olander with 

life-changing news. There was 

a heart ready for him at UW 

Hospital in Madison, the caller 

told him.

Olander and his wife, Linda, 

reached the hospital at about 

6 a.m. Within 24 hours, Olander 

had a new heart, one that pre-

viously belonged to the young 

South Dakota man, he said.

Olander’s heart problems 

Man meets 
mother of his  
heart donor

Submitted photo
Spencer Briscoe died in a car 
crash in South Dakota in 2017. His 
heart was given to Ken Olander of 
Janesville.

 Æ Connection has helped 
deceased man’s family heal

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ state bud-

get doesn’t propose any new strategies to 

fight chronic wasting disease despite years 

of demands from his own party for more 

action.

The budget checks off a long list of other 

Democratic priorities, including legalizing 
marijuana. But it doesn’t devote any ad-
ditional funding or call for any new ap-
proaches for researching or slowing CWD. 
In fact, the budget doesn’t mention the dis-
ease even once.

“That makes me a little bit sad,” said 
Jeff Schinkten, president of Whitetails 
Unlimited, a national deer conservation 
group based in Sturgeon Bay. “We’re dis-
appointed there’s no money in there. I 
don’t like closing a blind eye to it. We’re 
just ignoring it. It’s frustrating.”

CWD affects deer’s brains, causing them 
to grow thin, act abnormally and eventually 

die. It was discovered in Wisconsin in 2001 
near Mount Horeb.

The state Department of Natural 
Resources reacted by calling on hunters 
to kill as many deer in the area as possi-
ble to slow the disease’s spread. Hunters 
and landowners refused to buy in, saying 
there’s no need to kill so many deer. The 
DNR took so much criticism that the agen-
cy ultimately dropped the plan.

Wary of angering deer hunters and los-
ing their votes, former Gov. Scott Walker 
took a largely hands-off approach after he 
took office in 2011. The disease has since 
spread across the state. According to the 

DNR, 26 counties had at least one infected 

deer in the wild.

Democrats urged Walker to do more 

throughout his tenure. Walker did in ear-

ly 2018 as he headed into the campaign 

season against Evers, adopting Democrats’ 

plan to force deer farms to upgrade fencing 

and ban hunters from moving deer carcass-

es out of CWD-affected counties, defined 

by the DNR as counties with an infection 

or counties within 10 miles of a county with 

an infection. According to the DNR, 56 of 

Wisconsin’s 72 counties qualify as affected. 

No new move vs. chronic wasting in Evers’ budget
No new strategies proposed 

despite Dems’ demands

By John Seewer

Associated Press

TOLEDO, OHIO

Hundreds of workers at four 

General Motors plants slated to 

close this year are facing a painful 

choice: Take the company’s offer to 

work at another factory—possibly 

hundreds of miles away—even if 

that means leaving behind their 

families, their homes and every-

thing they’ve built. Or stay and risk 

losing their high-paying jobs.

The automaker says nearly all 

of its blue-collar U.S. workers with 

jobs in jeopardy have work waiting 

for them. Many from the targeted 

factories in Michigan, Ohio and 

Maryland already have voluntarily 

transferred to plants in the Midwest 

and South, not wanting to take a 

chance.

Others are still agonizing over 

the decision, unsure whether to sell 

their homes or hang on to hopes 

that their plants might reopen.

The automaker says the changes 

announced in November are need-

ed to cut costs and put money into 

new vehicles. The plant closings still 

must be negotiated with the union, 

giving workers a sliver of hope.

A chess match
Anthony Sarigianopoulos has 

put in 25 years at GM’s plant in 

Lordstown, Ohio, where the last 

Chevrolet Cruze will roll off the 

assembly line sometime later this 

month.

He has two sons in elementary 

school and an ex-wife he gets along 

with, and his parents are just down 

the street in the Youngstown sub-

urb where he grew up.

Sarigianopoulos, who checks 

and fixes cars at the end of the line, 

knows he is fortunate to have a shot 

at a job even if it’s somewhere else—

unlike most of the 8,000 white-col-

lar employees GM is laying off and 

those who are losing jobs at the au-

tomaker’s nearby parts suppliers.

But he also doesn’t want to move 

and miss out on ballgames and 

Autoworker 
upheaval
Ohio GM workers 

face a painful choice
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