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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Arlyn “Butch” Affeldt
•Paul L. Jansen

•James “Jim” Thomas Mainus
•Wallace Roger “Wally” Peterson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 16  

Morning rain; 
clouds and fog

More on 7A

Defense dominates in 53
New England beat the Los Angeles Rams 

13-3 in Super Bowl LIII on Sunday  

in Atlanta. It was the lowest-scoring  

title game of the Super Bowl era  

and gave New England its sixth 

NFL championship. Page 1B

Clearing 

the way
Abandoned cars 

are getting the hook 

in Janesville after 

recent snowfalls.  

Page 3A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Jim Brieske’s final hours before 

his suicide were a mystery to his 
family for two years.

May 23, 2016, was 
a Monday. The high 
temperature was 83 
degrees. Skies were 
clear.

At 11:52 a.m., 
Brieske checked 
into Mercyhealth 
Hospital and Trauma 
Center, Janesville, 

according to his medical records.
At about 10:30 p.m., Brieske 

jumped off the south side of the 
Centerway Bridge into the Rock 
River, according to police reports.

Three days later, his body was 
retrieved downstream near the 
Center Avenue bridge in downtown 
Janesville.

Brieske’s family didn’t know he 

had visited the hospital the day he 

died until fall 2018 when his brother 

Brian Brieske was contacted by re-

porters from WebMD and Georgia 

Health News who were reporting 

on emergency room violations across 

the country.

The Brieske family wonders if 

Jim’s death could have been pre-

vented had his hospital visit gone 

differently, Brian said.

A complaint made to the U.S. 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services shortly after Jim’s death 

prompted the agency to launch an in-

vestigation into Mercyhealth’s com-

pliance with the Emergency Medical 

Treatment and Labor Act.

Investigators found the hospi-

tal had violated multiple require-

ments and put emergency de-

partment patients in “immediate 

jeopardy,” according to a letter from 

Gregg Brandush of the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services to 

Mercyhealth.

The federal agency threatened to 

terminate Mercyhealth’s Medicare 

participation as a result, according 

to the letter.

The Gazette obtained documents 

detailing the investigation from the 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services and from journalists with 

WebMD and Georgia Health News.

A Mercyhealth official said Friday 

the hospital disputed and still dis-

putes multiple findings from the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Service’s investigation.

May 23, 2016
Medical records provided to The 

Gazette detail Jim’s hospital visit.

Jim, 53, told hospital staff he had 

a “desire to end his life” but did not 

have a plan in place for suicide. He 

had experienced suicidal ideations 

about six months earlier, which land-

ed him at Mercyhealth the week of 

Thanksgiving 2015, Brian said.

Jim was diagnosed with bipolar 

Family wonders if man’s 2016 suicide could have been avoided

By Jason Dick

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

Think of the State of the 

Union address as the appendix 

of American government.

It’s been there a while. No one 

is quite sure exactly what it does. 

When it’s gone, no one notices.

The standoff over the partial 

government shutdown and par-

ticularly how it led to a fight be-

tween President Donald Trump 

and Speaker Nancy Pelosi over 

timing, delivery 

and venue of 

the State of the 

Union produced one unexpect-

ed side benefit: a refresher civics 

course.

The speaker can’t, for instance, 

cancel a State of the Union. The 

president can’t show up to deliver 

one whenever he feels like it.

It’s all there in the Constitution, 

Article II, Section 3: “He shall from 

time to time give to the Congress 

Information of the State of the 

Union, and recommend to their 

Consideration of such Measures 

as he shall judge necessary and 

expedient.”

That’s all, folks.

Setting the time and venue for 

a joint session of Congress to hear 

the president deliver the speech 

requires passing a concurrent 

resolution. This is where Pelosi 

flexed her authority, and Trump 

backed down. Separation of pow-

ers for all to see.

Not wanting to let a teachable 

moment go to waste, it might be 

worth asking if the State of the 

Union in its current form is the 

best we can hope for.

Leaving aside the Trump-Pelosi 

kerfuffle, is the practice of a pres-

ident addressing a joint session 

of Congress during prime-time 

television, with canned applause 

lines, human props and hugs and 

grins aplenty, the ideal way to put 

on this show?

We are, after all, getting infor-

mation from a vividly decentral-

ized spectrum.

Last year, an estimated 45.6 

million people watched Trump’s 

SOTU live on Jan. 30 across 12 

networks, according to ratings 

lodestar Nielsen. That rough-

ly tracked with Trump’s first  

kinda-sorta SOTU in 2017 (techni-

cally a joint address to Congress), 

which clocked in at 47.4 million 

viewers.

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
The U.S. economy, well 

into its 10th year of growth, 
still has a spring in its step. 
And it’s all the more visible 
when set against a tiring 
global picture.

A robust January jobs 
report Friday showed that 
America’s companies are, 
for now, brushing off an ar-
ray of economic perils and 
still hiring at a brisk pace. 
The risks that for months 
had induced hand-wring-
ing among economists 
about a possible looming 
recession appear to have 
had little effect on employ-
ers.

Overseas growth is 
stumbling, led by weak-
ness in China, the world’s 
second-largest economy. 
Europe is hamstrung by a 
recession in Italy and the 
potential for an unruly 
Brexit. A trade war between 
the U.S. and China and 
higher U.S. mortgage rates, 
partly engineered by the 
Federal Reserve, remain 
threats.

No matter. Employers 
added 304,000 jobs in 
January—the healthiest 
burst of hiring in nearly a 
year. The unemployment 
rate ticked up a notch to a 
still-low 4 percent. But that 
was mostly because thou-
sands of furloughed feder-
al workers were considered 
temporarily unemployed 
because of the partial gov-
ernment shutdown. That 
quirk should reverse itself 
this month.

The solid jobs report 
and a separate survey that 
showed Friday that U.S. 
factory growth picked up 

last month “stood in stark 

contrast with evidence of 

slower economic momen-

tum in China and Europe,” 

said Lydia Boussour, senior 

U.S. economist at Oxford 

Economics.

So why is the United 

States doing so well? And 

will the sluggish global 

economy eventually de-

press U.S. exports and eco-

nomic growth?

Trends that had looked 

alarming a month or two 

ago now appear benign, 

perhaps even supportive of 

growth. The stock market, 

having plunged 16 percent 

late last year, rose 8 percent 

in January, its best month-

ly performance since 2015. 

Americans who are invest-

ed in stocks typically cut 

spending when market in-

dexes fall steadily. That is 

now less likely to happen.

And suddenly the Fed 

under Chairman Jerome 

Powell looks like an eco-

nomic ally. The central 

bank had raised its bench-

mark short-term interest 

rate four times last year—

action that helped make 

mortgages and other con-

sumer and business loans 

costlier. And in December, 

the Fed’s policymakers said 

they envisioned raising 

rates twice more this year.

But this week, the Fed 

held its benchmark rate 

steady and sent its stron-

gest signal to date that it 

saw no need to raise rates 

in the coming months—

perhaps even for the rest 

of the year. Its message ig-

nited a rally on Wall Street, 

which cheered the prospect 

of continued modest bor-

rowing rates for the near 

The final hours

Jim Brieske

US economy  
looks sturdy

While the global economy seems  
to teeter on the edge of recession ...,

Could annual State of the Union address be obsolete?

ANALYSIS

Some suggest changes 
that could be made
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Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Brian Brieske overlooks the Centerway bridge where his brother committed suicide in 2016. Brieske wants to know more 
about the hours leading up to his brother’s death.
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