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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 27  
Some sun, then 

increasing clouds
More on 9A

A hospital stressed
Over the past several weeks, 

University Hospital in  

Madison has had to dedicate 

more and more space to 

COVID-19 patients as the 

virus spreads. Page 2A

Close call
Despite a negative turnover  

margin and allowing a special 

teams touchdown, the Packers 

were able to hold off the  

pesky Jaguars, 24-20.  

Page 1B
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WILLIAMS BAY

J
oe Murphy and Melynna 
Arreola-Quiroga are con-
cerned about how light 
pollution 

affects human 

health, animals 

and boating 

safety.

The Bad-

ger High School 

students are 

part of a small 

group of Wal-

worth County 

teens working to 

defend the night 

sky.

More than 

a year ago, they joined interns 

and staff of a nonprofit edu-

cation group called GLAS to 

design and build an electronic 

light-pollution sensor.

Since early November, the 

sensor has been up and run-

ning on a site on Geneva Lake 

to measure brightness of the 

night sky.

The open-ended test period 

will continue until developers 

are sure information from the 

sensor is reliable, said Adam 

McCulloch, a GLAS staff mem-

ber.

“Light pollution is one of 

those things that gets ignored,” 

McCulloch said. “It almost 

sounds silly on the face, but it 

has a lot of negative effects.”

The International Dark-Sky 

Association says a growing body 

of evidence links the brighten-

ing of the night sky to increased 

Eyes on the sky: Badger High students help monitor light pollution

Submitted photo
Joe Murphy, a senior at Lake Geneva’s Badger High School, 
works on a homegrown light sensor to measure brightness 
on Geneva Lake. Murphy takes part in GLAS education in Wil-
liams Bay. GLAS stands for Geneva Lake Astrophysics and 
STEAM, itself an acronym for science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts and math.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A 16-year-old girl says a Janesville 

police officer used excessive force when 

he took her to the ground during a fight 

last month, leaving her with a broken rib 

and a slightly punctured lung.

Police Chief Dave Moore said offi-

cer Glen Hageman told 

everyone to stop yelling 

multiple times and had 

to react in an instant 

when he saw Angelina 

Nelson push someone 

else outside a home on 

Linn Street.

Moore said the officer 

used proper technique 

to “decentralize” her, 

taking steps to protect 

her as she hit the ground. 

He said the depart-

ment’s review of the inci-

dent found Hageman’s 

actions to be “appropri-

ate” and within policy 

and training.

What complicated 

the  e f f o r t , 

however, was 

when someone 

pushed Nelson, 

which Moore 

said put Hage-

man off-bal-

ance, leading to 

an “awkward and hard landing” on the 

sidewalk.

“Police use of force is not necessarily 

pretty, but it is almost always appropri-

ate and effective,” the chief said. “If there 

are concerns with this use-of-force inci-

dent, those concerns are with my lead-

ership and the state of Wisconsin train-

ing protocols.”

Nelson, who is about 50 pounds 

lighter and at least 6 inches shorter than 

Hageman, agrees the officer was doing 

his job. But—given their size disparity—

she said he should have done something 

other than “slamming me face-first on 

the ground.”

“I’m a little girl. He is a grown man,” 

she told The Gazette. “I did not deserve 

that whatsoever. And especially to be in 

pain right now. I shouldn’t still be in 

pain. That’s wrong.”

With permission from Nelson’s 

family, The Gazette reviewed medical 

records, police reports and body cam-

era footage from the Oct. 17 incident. 

The video and reports were redacted to 

remove identifying information of other 

Teenager  
alleges  

excessive 
force used

Hageman

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When Copper Fire Tees started out 

of a basement last decade, the local 
cop and the local firefighter who 
owned the company had one T-shirt 
screen-printing machine in a resi-
dential basement.

They aimed to use the business to 
generate some extra pocket money.

The startup company has oper-
ated for nearly six years out of busi-
ness incubator space at the Janesville 
Innovation Center, and during that 
time the owners’ goals have evolved, 
transformed and grown.

Just like any good American busi-
ness should.

This month, the company is leav-
ing its digs at the incubator on the 
city’s south side. Copper Fire is leav-
ing behind a rent-and-consulting 
package to work out of a much big-
ger manufacturing space at the for-
mer Rock Theaters on Newport Road 
on the city’s north side.

The move comes as Cop-
per Fire looks to tack on at least  
$1 million in new, contract e-com-
merce fulfillment work engraving 
brushed metal thermal drinking 
tumblers and other products. And 
the company just acquired the former 
Janesville company Throndsen Let-
tering, which it is rebranding under 
a new name, Branded Wisconsin.

Copper Fire’s owner, former Sun 
Prairie cop Brian Garcia, 38, says it is 
proof the Innovation Center is meet-
ing its mission to help startups get on 
their feet yet stay rooted in Janesville 
once they grow beyond the need to 
operate out of an incubator.

The Innovation Center’s director, 
board members and Garcia say it’s a 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Brian Garcia, owner of Copper Fire Tees, sets up the registration for the automatic screen 
printer while inside his workspace inside Janesville Innovation Center on Thursday. With expanded 
operations and a growing employment base over the last year, the company is moving to a new loca-
tion that will nearly triple its operating and production space. Below: Copper Fire Tees employee 
Kaitlyn Wedel packages an engraved drinking tumbler order while working in the Janesville Inno-
vation Center earlier this month. The company has outgrown its space at the Innovation Center 
after tripling its business during the pandemic via e-commerce and product fulfillment.

Janesville police chief: 
Review found officer’s  
actions ‘appropriate’

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

Moore

Trying a bigger size
Screen-printing  

company grows out 
of business incubator
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