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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Richard “Rick” Thomas Clayton
•Gordon J. LaChance
•Thomas D. Newcomer
•Michael “Catfish” Vance

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 53  

Breezy with 
partial sunshine

More on 7A

ECHO marks 50 years 

in Janesville in 2019
The nonprofit organization 

supplied more than 1.5 million 

pounds of food to the community 

last year.  

Page 3A

Crew wins again
Christian Yelich hit his 

league-leading 24th 

home run to help 

Milwaukee to a 5-2 win 

against Pittsburgh  

at Miller Park. Page 1B

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Prior to Milton High 

School’s graduation cere-

monies Sunday, senior Nina 

Yeung asked other members 

of the school’s Class of 2019 

the age-old question: “Why 

did the chicken cross the 

road?”

The most common answers 

to her inquiry were, “To get 

to the other side,” or, “I don’t 

care,” she said.

But Yeung has mused on 

this timeless question. Did the 

chicken know the difference 

between the two sides of the 

street? Did the chicken know 

crossing the road would lead 

to a better future?

Yeung rejects the answer 

is as simple as, “To get to the 

other side.” An alternate rea-

son? It wanted to, and it made 

its own decision to cross.

“Fellow graduates, we are 

the chickens,” Yeung said. 

“Right now, we are making 

our own decisions to cross 

the road.”

The experiences garnered 

and decisions made while 

crossing the road will define 

the graduates, she said. And 

even if they do not know what 

awaits on the other side, the 

graduates will have the abil-

ity to choose which roads they 

will cross.

“So I urge you all: Go out 

and cross that road. Even if 

there may be a few cars, some 

pedestrians or even a moped 

in your way,” she said.

Yeung was one of a hand-

ful of speakers at Sunday’s 

ceremony at the high school 

Milton grads cross the road
MILTON HIGH SCHOOL’S 

2019 COMMENCEMENT 

CEREMONY
Where: Milton High 

School football stadium
Number of graduates: 

273
Class motto: “Together, 

we have experienced life. 
Separately, we will pursue 
our dreams. Forever, our 
memories will remain.”—
author unknown.

Class gift: The Class of 
2019 donated jerseys for 
the school’s Special Olym-
pic athletes to wear during 
competitions.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Katie Trimble was horri-

fied of hospitals.

When she was 5 years old, 

her mother, Jan Trimble—

who Katie refers to as Mama 

Jan—died from breast can-

cer.

About seven years later, 

Katie found herself refusing 

to walk into hospitals as her 

dad started chemotherapy in 

Madison.

Two weeks before her 

freshman year at Milton 

High School, Katie’s father, 

Bill Trimble, died from pan-

creatic cancer.

“Hospitals freaked me out, 

and I didn’t want to go any-

where near them,” Katie said.

But something changed.

This fall, Katie will attend 

Carroll University in Wauke-

sha to study nursing.

Katie was among 270 stu-

dents who graduated from 

Milton High School on Sun-

day.

“Katie is an amazing kid,” 

Milton High Principal Jer-

emy Bilhorn told The Gazette 

via email. “She is kind, com-

passionate and has an out-

look on life that is really hum-

bling.”

Her attitude inspired her 

peers to vote her “most likely 

to brighten your day.”

Katie wants to become a 

Tragedies inspire Milton student’s college choice

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Milton High School graduate Katie Trimble overcame her fear of hos-
pitals after the deaths of both her parents and now plans to attend 
Carroll University to study nursing.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Imagine taking three months off from 

work.

OK, stop imagining that because 

nobody’s going to let you do that.

But if you could do it, think about how 

difficult it would be to return. You’ve have 

to adjust your schedule, relearn how to 

deal with the annoying coworker, and 

while everybody else was moving forward, 

it would be some time before you could 

catch up.

That’s what happens every summer to 

kids. It’s called summer slide, and teach-

ers have to deal with it every fall.

Research shows it hits kids from low-in-

come families much harder because they 

can’t afford extras such as summer camp 

or travel.

Three local institutions are working 

to level the playing field for kids: The 

Janesville School District, Hedberg Pub-

lic Library and the Boys & Girls Club of 

Janesville.

By David Crary

AP National Writer

As the Roman Catholic church’s sex 
abuse scandal grows ever wider in scope 
in the U.S., bishops convene for a national 
meeting in Baltimore on Tuesday under 
heavy pressure to acknowledge their over-
sight failures and give a larger role to lay 
Catholics and secular authorities in con-
fronting the crisis.

The pressure comes not only from 
longtime critics of the church’s response 
to clergy sex abuse, but also from insiders 
who now voice doubts that the bishops are 
capable of handling the crisis on their own. 
Among them is Francesco Cesareo, chair-
man of a national sex-abuse review board 
set up by the bishops.

“My biggest concern is that it’s going 
to end up being bishops overseeing bish-
ops,” Cesareo told Catholic News Service, 
the news agency of the U.S. bishops’ confer-
ence. “If that’s the case, it’s going to be very 
difficult for the laity to feel any sense of con-
fidence that anything has truly changed.”

Milton High 
School’s  
graduating 
Class of 2019 
celebrates at 
the end of its 
commence-
ment cere-
mony Sunday.
The class
included 273 
graduates.

Photos by 
Anthony Wahl/
awahl@ 
gazettextra.com

Commencement 
speech references 
age-old question

Milton High School senior Anna Quade gives a speech during Sun-
day’s commencement ceremony.

Stopping 
summer  

slide

Sex abuse crisis the focus as 
US Catholic bishops convene

Confronting 
a crisis

Club, district, library  
offer programs
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